
Sons of The American Legion
National Executive Committee

Minutes of the

National Commission and

National Committee Meetings

October 5-6, 2024

Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel

Indianapolis, Indiana

Scott Thornton
Rectangle

Scott Thornton
Placed Image



Sons of The American Legion Commission / Committee

National Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Commission / Committee Name Meeting Date

Meeting Time

Meeting Type Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (at site)
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Attend American Legion training in Denver 
The American Legion 
Sep 11, 2024 
The American Legion is hosting its first National Regional Informational Conference to provide 
enhanced training on the mission and vision of the organization. This one-day training will be Nov. 
16 in Westminster, Colo., 20 minutes outside of Denver, at the Westin Westminster hotel. The 
training is open to any American Legion member. The Sons of The American Legion and Auxiliary 
will be hosting training as well in the same facility. 
Register here.  
The current course curriculum is: 

• Be the One 
• Constitution & By-Laws 

o Limits of authority 
o Officer responsibilities 
o Liabilities 

• Post operations 
• MyLegion 
• Programs of The American Legion 
• Resolutions (purpose of a resolution; how to write a resolution) 

All expenses related to attending the National Regional Informational Conference, such as travel, 
housing and food, are paid for by the Legionnaire. Hotel room rate is $169 plus tax. Parking is free. 
Registration is $70. A week prior to the conference, registration will increase to $80.  
  

https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?RefId=ALA%20Website
https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?RefId=ALA%20Website


The Sons of The American Legion 
National Executive Committee 

Held on 
October 5-6, 2024 

 Resolution Page 1 of 1 
 
No.: SAL Resolution 1 – Spring 2024 
Title: Endorsement of Jon E. Kingston (TX) for National Vice Commander 
Origin: Detachment of Texas 
 

Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation 

Approved □ 
Rejected □ 
Referred to: □ 
Other Action ■ Received and filed 
 
Signature Chairman, Subcommittee on Resolutions 
 
 
Nedley C. Fox 
NEDLEY C. FOX (CA), Chairman 
Subcommittee on Resolutions 

Committee/Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature 
 
William G. Hill (10/05/2024 mtg.) 
WILLIAM G. HILL (MD), Chairman 
Internal Affairs Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion is a program of The American Legion comprised of male 
descendants of Veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion requires that candidates 
for national elective office in the Sons of The American Legion be presented to the National body by resolution; 
and 

WHEREAS, Jon E. Kingston has distinguished himself as capable and willing to represent the Detachment of 
Texas as an elected national officer by his dedication and sacrifice for the good of The American Legion 
Family; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 5-6, 2024, that the Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Texas hereby endorses Jon Kingston for the high office of National Vice Commander at 
such future time and year as may become available; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the above resolution was endorsed by the Detachment of Texas and the Department of 
Texas with indicated National action submitted for the local resolving clause. The signatures of the 
Detachment Adjutant, Kevin Winkelmann, and Detachment Commander, Royace Fowler, are on the 
submitted resolution. 



The Sons of The American Legion 
National Executive Committee 

Held on 
October 5-6, 2024 

 Resolution Page 1 of 1 
 
No.: SAL Resolution 2 – Spring 2024 
Title: Endorsement of Keith A. Murdough (NH) for National Commander 
Origin: Detachment of New Hampshire 
 

Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation 

Approved □ 
Rejected □ 
Referred to: □ 
Other Action ■ Received and filed 
 
Signature Chairman, Subcommittee on Resolutions 
 
 
Nedley C. Fox 
NEDLEY C. FOX (CA), Chairman 
Subcommittee on Resolutions 

Committee/Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature 
 
William G. Hill (10/05/2024 mtg.) 
WILLIAM G. HILL (MD), Chairman 
Internal Affairs Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion is a program of The American Legion comprised of male 
descendants of Veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion requires that candidates 
for national elective office in the Sons of The American Legion be presented to the National body by resolution; 
and 

WHEREAS, Keith A. Murdough has distinguished himself as capable and willing to represent the Detachment 
of New Hampshire as an elected national officer by his dedication and sacrifice for the good of The American 
Legion Family; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 5-6, 2024, that the Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of New Hampshire hereby endorses Keith A. Murdough for the high office of National 
Commander at such future time and year as may become available; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the above resolution was endorsed by the Detachment of New Hampshire and the 
Department of New Hampshire with indicated National action submitted for the local resolving clause. 
The signatures of the Detachment Adjutant, Isaac Miller, and Department Adjutant, Wayne Perra, are 
on the submitted resolution. 
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Attend American Legion training in Denver 
The American Legion 
Sep 11, 2024 
The American Legion is hosting its first National Regional Informational Conference to provide 
enhanced training on the mission and vision of the organization. This one-day training will be Nov. 
16 in Westminster, Colo., 20 minutes outside of Denver, at the Westin Westminster hotel. The 
training is open to any American Legion member. The Sons of The American Legion and Auxiliary 
will be hosting training as well in the same facility. 
Register here.  
The current course curriculum is: 

• Be the One 
• Constitution & By-Laws 

o Limits of authority 
o Officer responsibilities 
o Liabilities 

• Post operations 
• MyLegion 
• Programs of The American Legion 
• Resolutions (purpose of a resolution; how to write a resolution) 

All expenses related to attending the National Regional Informational Conference, such as travel, 
housing and food, are paid for by the Legionnaire. Hotel room rate is $169 plus tax. Parking is free. 
Registration is $70. A week prior to the conference, registration will increase to $80.  
  

https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?RefId=ALA%20Website
https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?RefId=ALA%20Website


The Sons of The American Legion 
National Executive Committee 

Held on 
October 5-6, 2024 

 Resolution Page 1 of 1 
 
No.: SAL Resolution 1 – Spring 2024 
Title: Endorsement of Jon E. Kingston (TX) for National Vice Commander 
Origin: Detachment of Texas 
 

Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation 

Approved □ 
Rejected □ 
Referred to: □ 
Other Action ■ Received and filed 
 
Signature Chairman, Subcommittee on Resolutions 
 
 
Nedley C. Fox 
NEDLEY C. FOX (CA), Chairman 
Subcommittee on Resolutions 

Committee/Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature 
 
William G. Hill (10/05/2024 mtg.) 
WILLIAM G. HILL (MD), Chairman 
Internal Affairs Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion is a program of The American Legion comprised of male 
descendants of Veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion requires that candidates 
for national elective office in the Sons of The American Legion be presented to the National body by resolution; 
and 

WHEREAS, Jon E. Kingston has distinguished himself as capable and willing to represent the Detachment of 
Texas as an elected national officer by his dedication and sacrifice for the good of The American Legion 
Family; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 5-6, 2024, that the Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Texas hereby endorses Jon Kingston for the high office of National Vice Commander at 
such future time and year as may become available; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the above resolution was endorsed by the Detachment of Texas and the Department of 
Texas with indicated National action submitted for the local resolving clause. The signatures of the 
Detachment Adjutant, Kevin Winkelmann, and Detachment Commander, Royace Fowler, are on the 
submitted resolution. 



The Sons of The American Legion 
National Executive Committee 

Held on 
October 5-6, 2024 

 Resolution Page 1 of 1 
 
No.: SAL Resolution 2 – Spring 2024 
Title: Endorsement of Keith A. Murdough (NH) for National Commander 
Origin: Detachment of New Hampshire 
 

Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation 

Approved □ 
Rejected □ 
Referred to: □ 
Other Action ■ Received and filed 
 
Signature Chairman, Subcommittee on Resolutions 
 
 
Nedley C. Fox 
NEDLEY C. FOX (CA), Chairman 
Subcommittee on Resolutions 

Committee/Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature 
 
William G. Hill (10/05/2024 mtg.) 
WILLIAM G. HILL (MD), Chairman 
Internal Affairs Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion is a program of The American Legion comprised of male 
descendants of Veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion requires that candidates 
for national elective office in the Sons of The American Legion be presented to the National body by resolution; 
and 

WHEREAS, Keith A. Murdough has distinguished himself as capable and willing to represent the Detachment 
of New Hampshire as an elected national officer by his dedication and sacrifice for the good of The American 
Legion Family; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular 
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 5-6, 2024, that the Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of New Hampshire hereby endorses Keith A. Murdough for the high office of National 
Commander at such future time and year as may become available; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the above resolution was endorsed by the Detachment of New Hampshire and the 
Department of New Hampshire with indicated National action submitted for the local resolving clause. 
The signatures of the Detachment Adjutant, Isaac Miller, and Department Adjutant, Wayne Perra, are 
on the submitted resolution. 
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	Reports of Committees: 
 
 

	End Time67: 
	Motion to Adjourn66: 
	For the Good65: 
Jeff Hicks - National Americanism Chairman:

I just want to mention that I was invited to speak at the National Combined American Legion American Conference last weekend here in Indianapolis. It was the auxiliary, and the SAL was invited too. The chairman of the Children and Youth Committee for the Legion Chairman Petit from Louisiana, really wanted to have the SAL represented there, so I appreciate him doing that. IThe more we share ideas, the better off we can be. We did include CWF, all the fundraising efforts in that presentation, thanks to Joe Lohman from Children and Youth who helped put that slide deck together. But I will say at the end of the presentation, the Americanism Chairman from the Legion, Mark Avis from Massachusetts, he was impressed. He said he learned a lot that he didn't realize that the SAL does.

	Resolutions64: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	New Business63: Chairman Nave:

The awards dinner will take place this weekend.

We would like to to request that Detachments submit their chairmen to their regional representative. 

Encourage our squadrons to submit their application for the 100% Per Capita banner.

Merchandise for sale:

First thing up is we have a 20 ounce tumbler, this is going for $15. We have the black and the red CWF aprons, which are going for $25. We have the CWF 70th anniversary dog tags, which are going for I believe $10. We have some leftover portable phone chargers from previous years. We're basically taking a donation, they told us to get rid of them.

We have previous year shirts, not the shirts that they had in 2019, they had the American Legion logo on them.

We also still have the $10,000,000 coins, for $10.00. 

Sandy Lipman presented the file he made up for the central region and will make it available by PDF to be sent to those who request it.
	Reports of Members cotinued62: John Sansoucie: Presented by Chairman Nave

The Western region is the little engine that could. Arizona last year truly busted records last year with the money they raised, and the Western region in general. You know, they're very energetic, they're very enthusiastic in what they do, and moving forward into this next year, I'm expecting the western region to continue with that energy and enthusiasm they have done for each year. 

Chairman Nave:

As of today, we have $96,759 that have been donated year-to-date. 42 out of 55 detachments have donated already, which is amazing, this early in the year. Compared to last year, we were at $103,000, but we're only $7,000 behind last year, which was a banner year where we raised $494,000. So we are definitely off to a good start, gentlemen. 

Old business:

The $10 million celebration. A lot of work went in between our committee with Kevin Mook, Bill Hill was involved in that also. I thank the committee for helping in designing the coin that became the $10 million coin. I'm hoping everybody enjoyed yourself because we wanted it to be a celebration that was about the Blue Caps. 

This year, we received 210 grant applications this year. The CWF board did the initial review of the 210, and they gave the CWF committee here 25 submissions to review. We got those in early September, and we met earlier in the week to decide on what we're selecting. We selected six nonprofit organizations to be awarded, and they are the Gift of Adoption, the Herman Pudlak Syndrome Network, Camp Coral, Camp Hope Foundation, and the National Children of Cancer Society, and American Kidney Foundation.

Commander Navarrete:

Thank you for everything that you guys do. I know you hear that a lot but I want you to know that in the very short time that we've already been here, we've met with Legion leadership and discussed items around CWF specifically the amount of money that we raise where that money goes and how we're a part of that say so. 

Mission statement from 2018:

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from individuals who wish to contribute to the betterment of the children of our country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of the children and youth by aiding progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research, studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth. Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable definition of a normal childhood development. For thousands each day, thousands each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer, and preservation. Many of these children require specialized care. To overcome these obstacles, they need help from you and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.



	Reports of Members61: Chairman Nave discussed the new mission statement:

Our foremost priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of our children and youth. By aiding in the progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth.

Continue awareness to the community, department, detachment, and the membership of our American Legion family and all families within our communities. To explain the purpose of our mission, our goal, and to improve the lives of all children and youth. Educate the public on how to request and complete the grant application and assist them during the process. Promote positivity to our membership and assist our assigned regions and promote organizations that are potential applicants. To continue communications and growing the relationship with the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation Board. That is our proposed new mission statement for the Child Welfare Foundation.

George Fleming:

New York and Pennsylvania reported donations of $11,000 and $8,000, respectively. As in the past, we're setting a goal for $1.00 per member and be selling merchandise.

Lyle Chapman:

The Mid-west has always been very strong and in the CWF and we appreciate that and I hope to be able to help you guys this year to even do any better. I know we miss Colorado and are they coming back strong with the hope of beginning fundraising again.

Jon Coakley:

I haven't really received any information yet as far as when their conference calls are going to be. Other than that, I've been looking at the newsletter that came out, and there's nothing in there like the roundup used to have. So as soon as I get the information, I'll be happy to get on the call. But right now, as Lyle said, it was a great time in New Orleans, great hospitality by the fellows down there in Louisiana. And we hit a milestone, but we got a lot more to do, so we'll just keep doing what we do, raising money for child welfare.

Sandy Lipman:

The Central's off to a good start. I'm proud of Michigan's fundraising efforts as we've raised the most they've had in ages. We're up almost up to $10,000, so we're going good in the Central. We know Ohio will come in at the end of May when they have their convention. Usually if you sit around and look at the Central, we hold off, and then it gets into next year, it gets closer and closer to the goal, the end. 

I do have packets I'm giving out to the guys that are here from the Central, and I'll send out some other stuff to them via email. 

The $10 million was great, and the luncheon was more than we expected, I think, when they came through on it. I just wish it had lasted a little bit longer, and had been timed a little differently, because some people didn't get it.
	Reading of the Previous Minutes60: 
	Guests59: Allen Watry (WI), Gerard Sambets (FL), Lee Preston (FR), Jason Pepe (PA), Gary Lang (OH), Casey Lenort (MN), Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS), Jeff Hicks (NJ).
	NEC Liaison5 Name58: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance57: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name56: Terry Pressley
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance55: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name54: Maxwell Rice
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance53: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name52: Doug Evans
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance51: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name50: Dave Vulcan
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance49: P
	Consultant7 Name48: 
	Consultant7 Attendance47: 
	Consultant6 Name46: 
	Consultant6 Attendance45: 
	Consultant5 Name44: 
	Consultant5 Attendance43: 
	Consultant4 Name42: 
	Consultant4 Attendance41: 
	Consultant3 Name40: 
	Consultant3 Attendance39: 
	Consultant2 Name38: Bob Brown (CONA Rep)
	Consultant2 Attendance37: P
	Consultant1 Name36: Phil Stander
	Consultant1 Attendance35: P
	Scribe Name34: Anthony Wright
	Scribe Attendance33: P
	Other5 Name32: 
	Other5 Attendance31: 
	Other5 Position30: 
	Other4 Name29: 
	Other4 Attendance28: 
	Other4 Position27: 
	Other3 Name26: 
	Other3 Attendance25: 
	Other3 Position24: 
	Other2 Name23: 
	Other2 Attendance22: 
	Other2 Position21: 
	Other1 Name20: 
	Other1 Attendance19: 
	Other1 Position18: 
	Member4 Name17: John Sansoucie
	Member4 Attendance16: E
	Member3 Name15: George Fleming
	Member3 Attendance14: P
	Member2 Name13: Lyle Chapman
	Member2 Attendance12: P
	Member1 Name11: Jon Coakley
	Member1 Attendance10: P
	Vice Chairman Name9: Sandy Lipman
	Vice Chairman Attendance8: P
	Chairman Name7: Mark Nave
	Chairman Attendance6: P
	In-Person Meeting Details5: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre
	Virtual Meeting Details4: 
	Meeting Type3: In-Person
	Meeting Time2: 
	Meeting Date1: 10/04/2024
	Commission or Committee Name0: Child Welfare Foundation
	End Time: 6:40 pm
	Motion to Adjourn: Brian Shedd
	For the Good: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024

Cook – So, I handed out some COTA pamphlets at our convention. So, the word is getting out and it is a great program. All the committees this year have done a great job and it’s been a pleasure working with all of you. We had an amazing year, pushing for everything, not just membership. I just want to thank you all for all your hard work and we will see you in New Orleans. 

Moore – I am really impressed with that garden from when I saw the pictures when you first started a little brown garden, cut it up into slices. But what you had there in that picture has grown so much. I reckon you had to spread it all out cause all the plants were growing, but it looked like everyone did a fantastic job with the overall garden. 

Harris – I was able to witness the junior academy pilot program at the Nebraska Detachment convention. I think everyone will be surprised who much was put into the program. 

Bristo – My question is about the pumpkin garden. I was thinking, “Is that garden going to be too small for those pumpkins? Sean built another garden next to the pizza. You guys are doing a fantastic job; specially producing all those ideas throughout the year. I am going to be on the Children Youth Commission for our Detachment, I expect to be on plenty of your con calls. 

Steve England - I am sitting here getting ideas for up here in Vermont. I love the idea with the pumpkins, and you know we grow a lot of in Vermont is Christmas trees. That would be a long-term project, but we are looking for new ways to get our juniors involved. The kids are our future, and we are not getting any younger. Great job to all and look forward to seeing everybody at national next month.

Dave Rippe - You guys just did a phenomenal job this year. You and your committee members, you reached out, brought in a lot of extra new information and stuff about COTA and Americanism, children and youth. So, guys, thank you so much for what you do.

Notes from Zoom call on September 9, 2024

PNC Cliff Smith – I just want to go over the NEC liaison committee that you had. Since Chairman Lohman will not be at the training center, I want to explain how that works. I send out questionnaires to all the NECs and I have them pick, they pick three different commissions or committees they want to serve on. Number one being the most one they are interested in and three being the one, but they are the worst, the lesser one in which they are interested. I am going to be sending out a list of that to all your chairmen in the next couple of days. The people that sent in this year, Rippy sent in again. I am putting him in as the lead liaison. I have Steve England in there from Vermont. Weiss and Chesky, okay. And then the new guy from Mexico, I spoke with him at the convention, Randall Butler. So that is your four guys.

Trailing Candidate Tom Skelley - Gentlemen, I wish you the best of luck. You have a daunting task ahead of you with the money you need to raise for children and youth and for the VCF fund.
And if there is anything I can do to help you out, please feel free to reach out.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks – Good evening, everyone. I am a new kid on the block, I guess here for Americanism. The commission 
did not really change all that much as I understand, at least for right now. But I have been transitioning with the immediate past. Americanism chairman Chris Casey has been a tremendous help behind the scenes. This is a big commission as you all know. So, I am learning each day new aspects of it. And so, I just ask you bear with me as I get more efficient things will get quicker getting put out. We are going to keep our commission meetings as you have had them in the past, third Monday of the month, seven .30 by way of the Zoom. I put it out to the commission members. I am waiting to hear back from them if they want to change it. I am okay with that. Like I said, we will see how that goes moving forward. But the third Monday of the month, seven .30 by Zoom, which means a week from tonight, the 16th will be our first American Commission Zoom meeting. I plan to have the agendas out hopefully a week before, a couple of days short of that. But though you have a chance to review what is on there,

NVC Butch Ray – I am here to assist anything you think that I can do to help you out. It will be a busy year for all of us. I am looking forward to the challenges of working the VCF and CWF together. It is going to be an interesting year in that regard. It is all a matter of motivation and challenge. And I think we will be able to do it. The four pillars program is an effective way for the baby to step our way into the VCF.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks addressed the meeting. Thanked the meeting for their support to the Americanism commission and the Children and Youth Academy.

National Commander Joseph Navarrete addressed the Committee and attendees. He thanked everyone for what they do for the SAL, Veterans and Children and Youth.


	Resolutions: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	New Business: 
	Reports of Members cotinued: • VCF – Chris Reachard 
 
The ALR are gearing up for the 2024 American Legion Legacy Run. This year, the run will be August 18th to the 22nd with over three hundred American Legion riders will be traveling over a thousand miles raising money for the Veteran and Children's Foundation this year.
 
It is very exciting that the riders shifted their focus to the VCF.
 
Commander Hall Parent/Child initiative update – Joe Lohman
 
The C&Y committee currently has a pilot program in Maryland where a squadron has committed to build a youth/pizza garden at their post location. 
 
We do not call it a pizza garden anymore. We knew we would have to change a few things over the course of this year. The good news is looks like the CENTCOM committee had noticed the program and they briefly talked about it at the spring NEC where they are going to call it a victory garden. 
 
Having the kids get outside, getting involved and learning how to grow plants is the focus of this pilot program. The program does not have to include vegetables. For example, we talked about different climates across the United States. Our children in states such as Arizona and New Mexico and learn how to grow cactus or similar crops. The overall concept of this program is to define a program that will get the parents and the children involved based on Commander Hall’s parent/child initiative. 
 
Notes on Zoom call on September 9, 2024
 
• NO REPORT (Chairman Lohman indicated there is no sense in making program assignments to committee members until the list of members for the 2024-2025 year has been approved by the 2024 Fall NEC. However, if the committee members would remain the same as the previous year, then the following assignments would be granted.
 
Jeff Trout – Veterans and Children Foundation (VCF)
 
Chris Reachard – Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA)
 
Tom Artisa – American Legion Family Day & C&Y month
 
Brian Shedd – Assist with Youth Academy
 
VACANT Position -?
 
Joe Lohman – Assist Jeff Trout with VCF and backup to the remaining programs.
 
Reports from Fall NEC 2024
 
Acting Vice Chair Jeff Trout gave opening remarks and welcomed all members and guests to the meeting.
 
COTA Report - Chris Reachard goal is to set up a excel form to record what events each Detachment and their Squadrons are hosting and how much each Detachment and Squadron is donating to COTA.
	Reports of Members: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024
 
• Assist Americanism with C&Y Academy – Jeff Trout
 
We met back in June for the Children Youth Academy, and it looks like the hours will run from 9am to about 1.30 in the afternoon.
 
We have incorporated the American Legion Auxiliary Patch Program and continue to work on their Americanism patch. We do not know what kind of age groups we are going to have but we are confident that for the younger kids the first couple of hours will be able to complete the Americanism patch that day.
 
Chairman Casey says that we will spend about one hour on flag education. He put together a PowerPoint presentation that includes a Jeopardy formatted game that works with flag education and Americanism type subjects.
 
the Louisiana Air National Guard is going to have a representative there. I am not sure what kind of equipment he will be bringing along, but it does sound like we are going to have an interesting visit from them.
 
And he has also been in touch with local police and fire and what they did not have set yet. They first talked about local police there in New Orleans and then somebody suggested contacting the state police.
 
• COTA – John Lawrence
 
No new updates for the COTA program, Chairman Lohman asked the National Vice Commander’s if they reached out to the Detachments to see who activity participates in the COTA program. At this point they will reach out and see if they can get an answer before the National Convention.
 
• American Legion Family Day – Tom Artisa
 
Tom was excused from the meeting. There is no update. 
 
• C&Y Month – Brian Shedd
 
In June, we went into our youth leadership camp with the juniors with both the Auxiliary and SAL in the state of Georgia. We enacted a patch program for all the children that participated. As for our future leadership camp, the ages are from seven to eighteen. They tend to age out at eighteen. We had two that came back as counselors this year. Two young men that are going into the military that had been in this program for about three or four years now. 
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	Reports of Members198: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024
 
• Assist Americanism with C&Y Academy – Jeff Trout
 
We met back in June for the Children Youth Academy, and it looks like the hours will run from 9am to about 1.30 in the afternoon.
 
We have incorporated the American Legion Auxiliary Patch Program and continue to work on their Americanism patch. We do not know what kind of age groups we are going to have but we are confident that for the younger kids the first couple of hours will be able to complete the Americanism patch that day.
 
Chairman Casey says that we will spend about one hour on flag education. He put together a PowerPoint presentation that includes a Jeopardy formatted game that works with flag education and Americanism type subjects.
 
the Louisiana Air National Guard is going to have a representative there. I am not sure what kind of equipment he will be bringing along, but it does sound like we are going to have an interesting visit from them.
 
And he has also been in touch with local police and fire and what they did not have set yet. They first talked about local police there in New Orleans and then somebody suggested contacting the state police.
 
• COTA – John Lawrence
 
No new updates for the COTA program, Chairman Lohman asked the National Vice Commander’s if they reached out to the Detachments to see who activity participates in the COTA program. At this point they will reach out and see if they can get an answer before the National Convention.
 
• American Legion Family Day – Tom Artisa
 
Tom was excused from the meeting. There is no update. 
 
• C&Y Month – Brian Shedd
 
In June, we went into our youth leadership camp with the juniors with both the Auxiliary and SAL in the state of Georgia. We enacted a patch program for all the children that participated. As for our future leadership camp, the ages are from seven to eighteen. They tend to age out at eighteen. We had two that came back as counselors this year. Two young men that are going into the military that had been in this program for about three or four years now. 
	Reports of Members cotinued199: • VCF – Chris Reachard 
 
The ALR are gearing up for the 2024 American Legion Legacy Run. This year, the run will be August 18th to the 22nd with over three hundred American Legion riders will be traveling over a thousand miles raising money for the Veteran and Children's Foundation this year.
 
It is very exciting that the riders shifted their focus to the VCF.
 
Commander Hall Parent/Child initiative update – Joe Lohman
 
The C&Y committee currently has a pilot program in Maryland where a squadron has committed to build a youth/pizza garden at their post location. 
 
We do not call it a pizza garden anymore. We knew we would have to change a few things over the course of this year. The good news is looks like the CENTCOM committee had noticed the program and they briefly talked about it at the spring NEC where they are going to call it a victory garden. 
 
Having the kids get outside, getting involved and learning how to grow plants is the focus of this pilot program. The program does not have to include vegetables. For example, we talked about different climates across the United States. Our children in states such as Arizona and New Mexico and learn how to grow cactus or similar crops. The overall concept of this program is to define a program that will get the parents and the children involved based on Commander Hall’s parent/child initiative. 
 
Notes on Zoom call on September 9, 2024
 
• NO REPORT (Chairman Lohman indicated there is no sense in making program assignments to committee members until the list of members for the 2024-2025 year has been approved by the 2024 Fall NEC. However, if the committee members would remain the same as the previous year, then the following assignments would be granted.
 
Jeff Trout – Veterans and Children Foundation (VCF)
 
Chris Reachard – Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA)
 
Tom Artisa – American Legion Family Day & C&Y month
 
Brian Shedd – Assist with Youth Academy
 
VACANT Position -?
 
Joe Lohman – Assist Jeff Trout with VCF and backup to the remaining programs.
 
Reports from Fall NEC 2024
 
Acting Vice Chair Jeff Trout gave opening remarks and welcomed all members and guests to the meeting.
 
COTA Report - Chris Reachard goal is to set up a excel form to record what events each Detachment and their Squadrons are hosting and how much each Detachment and Squadron is donating to COTA.
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	For the Good202: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024

Cook – So, I handed out some COTA pamphlets at our convention. So, the word is getting out and it is a great program. All the committees this year have done a great job and it’s been a pleasure working with all of you. We had an amazing year, pushing for everything, not just membership. I just want to thank you all for all your hard work and we will see you in New Orleans. 

Moore – I am really impressed with that garden from when I saw the pictures when you first started a little brown garden, cut it up into slices. But what you had there in that picture has grown so much. I reckon you had to spread it all out cause all the plants were growing, but it looked like everyone did a fantastic job with the overall garden. 

Harris – I was able to witness the junior academy pilot program at the Nebraska Detachment convention. I think everyone will be surprised who much was put into the program. 

Bristo – My question is about the pumpkin garden. I was thinking, “Is that garden going to be too small for those pumpkins? Sean built another garden next to the pizza. You guys are doing a fantastic job; specially producing all those ideas throughout the year. I am going to be on the Children Youth Commission for our Detachment, I expect to be on plenty of your con calls. 

Steve England - I am sitting here getting ideas for up here in Vermont. I love the idea with the pumpkins, and you know we grow a lot of in Vermont is Christmas trees. That would be a long-term project, but we are looking for new ways to get our juniors involved. The kids are our future, and we are not getting any younger. Great job to all and look forward to seeing everybody at national next month.

Dave Rippe - You guys just did a phenomenal job this year. You and your committee members, you reached out, brought in a lot of extra new information and stuff about COTA and Americanism, children and youth. So, guys, thank you so much for what you do.

Notes from Zoom call on September 9, 2024

PNC Cliff Smith – I just want to go over the NEC liaison committee that you had. Since Chairman Lohman will not be at the training center, I want to explain how that works. I send out questionnaires to all the NECs and I have them pick, they pick three different commissions or committees they want to serve on. Number one being the most one they are interested in and three being the one, but they are the worst, the lesser one in which they are interested. I am going to be sending out a list of that to all your chairmen in the next couple of days. The people that sent in this year, Rippy sent in again. I am putting him in as the lead liaison. I have Steve England in there from Vermont. Weiss and Chesky, okay. And then the new guy from Mexico, I spoke with him at the convention, Randall Butler. So that is your four guys.

Trailing Candidate Tom Skelley - Gentlemen, I wish you the best of luck. You have a daunting task ahead of you with the money you need to raise for children and youth and for the VCF fund.
And if there is anything I can do to help you out, please feel free to reach out.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks – Good evening, everyone. I am a new kid on the block, I guess here for Americanism. The commission 
did not really change all that much as I understand, at least for right now. But I have been transitioning with the immediate past. Americanism chairman Chris Casey has been a tremendous help behind the scenes. This is a big commission as you all know. So, I am learning each day new aspects of it. And so, I just ask you bear with me as I get more efficient things will get quicker getting put out. We are going to keep our commission meetings as you have had them in the past, third Monday of the month, seven .30 by way of the Zoom. I put it out to the commission members. I am waiting to hear back from them if they want to change it. I am okay with that. Like I said, we will see how that goes moving forward. But the third Monday of the month, seven .30 by Zoom, which means a week from tonight, the 16th will be our first American Commission Zoom meeting. I plan to have the agendas out hopefully a week before, a couple of days short of that. But though you have a chance to review what is on there,

NVC Butch Ray – I am here to assist anything you think that I can do to help you out. It will be a busy year for all of us. I am looking forward to the challenges of working the VCF and CWF together. It is going to be an interesting year in that regard. It is all a matter of motivation and challenge. And I think we will be able to do it. The four pillars program is an effective way for the baby to step our way into the VCF.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks addressed the meeting. Thanked the meeting for their support to the Americanism commission and the Children and Youth Academy.

National Commander Joseph Navarrete addressed the Committee and attendees. He thanked everyone for what they do for the SAL, Veterans and Children and Youth.
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	Reading of the Previous Minutes265: 
	Reports of Members266: Chairman Nave discussed the new mission statement:

Our foremost priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of our children and youth. By aiding in the progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth.

Continue awareness to the community, department, detachment, and the membership of our American Legion family and all families within our communities. To explain the purpose of our mission, our goal, and to improve the lives of all children and youth. Educate the public on how to request and complete the grant application and assist them during the process. Promote positivity to our membership and assist our assigned regions and promote organizations that are potential applicants. To continue communications and growing the relationship with the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation Board. That is our proposed new mission statement for the Child Welfare Foundation.

George Fleming:

New York and Pennsylvania reported donations of $11,000 and $8,000, respectively. As in the past, we're setting a goal for $1.00 per member and be selling merchandise.

Lyle Chapman:

The Mid-west has always been very strong and in the CWF and we appreciate that and I hope to be able to help you guys this year to even do any better. I know we miss Colorado and are they coming back strong with the hope of beginning fundraising again.

Jon Coakley:

I haven't really received any information yet as far as when their conference calls are going to be. Other than that, I've been looking at the newsletter that came out, and there's nothing in there like the roundup used to have. So as soon as I get the information, I'll be happy to get on the call. But right now, as Lyle said, it was a great time in New Orleans, great hospitality by the fellows down there in Louisiana. And we hit a milestone, but we got a lot more to do, so we'll just keep doing what we do, raising money for child welfare.

Sandy Lipman:

The Central's off to a good start. I'm proud of Michigan's fundraising efforts as we've raised the most they've had in ages. We're up almost up to $10,000, so we're going good in the Central. We know Ohio will come in at the end of May when they have their convention. Usually if you sit around and look at the Central, we hold off, and then it gets into next year, it gets closer and closer to the goal, the end. 

I do have packets I'm giving out to the guys that are here from the Central, and I'll send out some other stuff to them via email. 

The $10 million was great, and the luncheon was more than we expected, I think, when they came through on it. I just wish it had lasted a little bit longer, and had been timed a little differently, because some people didn't get it.
	Reports of Members cotinued267: John Sansoucie: Presented by Chairman Nave

The Western region is the little engine that could. Arizona last year truly busted records last year with the money they raised, and the Western region in general. You know, they're very energetic, they're very enthusiastic in what they do, and moving forward into this next year, I'm expecting the western region to continue with that energy and enthusiasm they have done for each year. 

Chairman Nave:

As of today, we have $96,759 that have been donated year-to-date. 42 out of 55 detachments have donated already, which is amazing, this early in the year. Compared to last year, we were at $103,000, but we're only $7,000 behind last year, which was a banner year where we raised $494,000. So we are definitely off to a good start, gentlemen. 

Old business:

The $10 million celebration. A lot of work went in between our committee with Kevin Mook, Bill Hill was involved in that also. I thank the committee for helping in designing the coin that became the $10 million coin. I'm hoping everybody enjoyed yourself because we wanted it to be a celebration that was about the Blue Caps. 

This year, we received 210 grant applications this year. The CWF board did the initial review of the 210, and they gave the CWF committee here 25 submissions to review. We got those in early September, and we met earlier in the week to decide on what we're selecting. We selected six nonprofit organizations to be awarded, and they are the Gift of Adoption, the Herman Pudlak Syndrome Network, Camp Coral, Camp Hope Foundation, and the National Children of Cancer Society, and American Kidney Foundation.

Commander Navarrete:

Thank you for everything that you guys do. I know you hear that a lot but I want you to know that in the very short time that we've already been here, we've met with Legion leadership and discussed items around CWF specifically the amount of money that we raise where that money goes and how we're a part of that say so. 

Mission statement from 2018:

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from individuals who wish to contribute to the betterment of the children of our country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of the children and youth by aiding progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research, studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth. Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable definition of a normal childhood development. For thousands each day, thousands each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer, and preservation. Many of these children require specialized care. To overcome these obstacles, they need help from you and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.



	New Business268: Chairman Nave:

The awards dinner will take place this weekend.

We would like to to request that Detachments submit their chairmen to their regional representative. 

Encourage our squadrons to submit their application for the 100% Per Capita banner.

Merchandise for sale:

First thing up is we have a 20 ounce tumbler, this is going for $15. We have the black and the red CWF aprons, which are going for $25. We have the CWF 70th anniversary dog tags, which are going for I believe $10. We have some leftover portable phone chargers from previous years. We're basically taking a donation, they told us to get rid of them.

We have previous year shirts, not the shirts that they had in 2019, they had the American Legion logo on them.

We also still have the $10,000,000 coins, for $10.00. 

Sandy Lipman presented the file he made up for the central region and will make it available by PDF to be sent to those who request it.
	Resolutions269: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good270: 
Jeff Hicks - National Americanism Chairman:

I just want to mention that I was invited to speak at the National Combined American Legion American Conference last weekend here in Indianapolis. It was the auxiliary, and the SAL was invited too. The chairman of the Children and Youth Committee for the Legion Chairman Petit from Louisiana, really wanted to have the SAL represented there, so I appreciate him doing that. IThe more we share ideas, the better off we can be. We did include CWF, all the fundraising efforts in that presentation, thanks to Joe Lohman from Children and Youth who helped put that slide deck together. But I will say at the end of the presentation, the Americanism Chairman from the Legion, Mark Avis from Massachusetts, he was impressed. He said he learned a lot that he didn't realize that the SAL does.
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	Other4 Attendance371: P
	Other4 Name372: Gary Winter
	Other5 Position373: 
	Other5 Attendance374: 
	Other5 Name375: 
	Scribe Attendance376: P
	Scribe Name377: Allen Watry (WI)
	Consultant1 Attendance378: P
	Consultant1 Name379: Don Allison
	Consultant2 Attendance380: 
	Consultant2 Name381: 
	Consultant3 Attendance382: 
	Consultant3 Name383: 
	Consultant4 Attendance384: 
	Consultant4 Name385: 
	Consultant5 Attendance386: 
	Consultant5 Name387: 
	Consultant6 Attendance388: 
	Consultant6 Name389: 
	Consultant7 Attendance390: 
	Consultant7 Name391: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance392: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name393: Bryan Hine (TN)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance394: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name395: Gary Lang (OH)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance396: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name397: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance398: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name399: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance400: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name401: 
	Guests402: Camille LaJeanne Jr - LA

Jon Coakley II - OH

Jason Roberts - GA

Daniel F Maurin - LA

Joseph Guidice - NY
	Reading of the Previous Minutes403: Note were published, approved as published
	Reports of Members404: - Tim – schematics and room assignments will be part of the walk around, Kevin Mook can provide or google floor plans



- Tommy/Camille – can only sell pins inside the Convention Room



- Allen – looking forward as to being a part of the committee



- Cliff – on the right track, like the fact Florida is already running, get someone from Florida/Committee to the Walk Thru.  Remember to look at the area and "guess” what families/attendees will want to do



- Gerard – has the Strategic Plan (past) for the items which Florida will be responsible for.  They are already working hard on these.  They are working towards/against a timeline which will be shared at a later date (next meeting).  Set-up to make key decisions at the Fall DEC



- New York Consultants – Nothing to add



- Texas Consultants – great start, keep it going.



- NEC consultants – ensure next meetings are sent out



- Don – Just ask if help is needed


	Reports of Members cotinued405: 
	New Business406: Introduction of Committee/Structure

-  Included as part of the Role Call

- Will send out updated list after Fall NEC



Duties of Committee

-  Florida and Louisiana will work together to work through the Detachment Items, per the Strategic Plans (Pins, Fri Night Social, others).  Kentucky will participate to prepare for the next Convention.

- Florida is well on their way, Florida Legion Family fully engaged and working together on many details and coordination.

-  Florida looking to take on what LA did and more for hospitality

-  Working on a Pin/Coin, includes a Contest within the Detachment for designs.  Sold about 1275 pins at LA Convention total, around 775 via mail and rest were at Convention.  Handed out around 1000 Beads for each color.

 - Think about what is going on in the areas also (Baseball, Football, etc)



Team members from New York should bring the desire of Leading Candidate to the committee to try to incorporate.



Team members from Texas are here learning for the Trailing Candidate



The remaining 5 committee members are longer term to deal with the flow of the Convention and Committees it runs smoothly (- the meetings)

 - CONA Request –  the focus of this is to make sure the Standing Rules are being followed and maintained.

-  IA Request - Looking to make a Standard Operating Procedure Template for future years.  Become the standard template for planning on future conventions.


	Resolutions407: No.

Title:

Origin:

Motion:

Maker:

Second:

Discussion:

Disposition:
	For the Good408: 
	Motion to Adjourn409: Timothy VanPatten II
	End Time410: 8:05
	Commission or Committee Name412: Membership Training and Development
	Meeting Date413: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time414: 7:30 PM
	Meeting Type415: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details416: 
	In-Person Meeting Details417: Fall NEC 2024 - Sheraton, Indianapolis, IN. 
	Chairman Attendance418: P
	Chairman Name419: Mike Cotten (DE)
	Vice Chairman Attendance420: P
	Vice Chairman Name421: Shawn Davis (MN)
	Member1 Attendance422: P
	Member1 Name423: Mark Kilstrom (CO)
	Member2 Attendance424: P
	Member2 Name425: Raymond Jarvis (NY)
	Member3 Attendance426: P
	Member3 Name427: Scott Baker (PA)
	Member4 Attendance428: P
	Member4 Name429: Michael Obremski (MD)
	Other1 Position430: 
	Other1 Attendance431: 
	Other1 Name432: 
	Other2 Position433: 
	Other2 Attendance434: 
	Other2 Name435: 
	Other3 Position436: 
	Other3 Attendance437: 
	Other3 Name438: 
	Other4 Position439: 
	Other4 Attendance440: 
	Other4 Name441: 
	Other5 Position442: 
	Other5 Attendance443: 
	Other5 Name444: 
	Scribe Attendance445: P
	Scribe Name446: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Consultant1 Attendance447: P
	Consultant1 Name448: Ron Roberts (MS)
	Consultant2 Attendance449: P
	Consultant2 Name450: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Consultant3 Attendance451: 
	Consultant3 Name452: 
	Consultant4 Attendance453: 
	Consultant4 Name454: 
	Consultant5 Attendance455: 
	Consultant5 Name456: 
	Consultant6 Attendance457: 
	Consultant6 Name458: 
	Consultant7 Attendance459: 
	Consultant7 Name460: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance461: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name462: Dennis George (NY)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance463: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name464: Robert Phillips (NJ)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance465: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name466: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance467: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name468: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance469: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name470: 
	Guests471: Ray Jarvis (NY), Mike Pook (WI), Bill Hollis (IL), Ray McDonald (PA), Jason Pepe (PA), Chris Cook (OK), PNC Kevin Collier (AK), PNC Jim Roberts (FL), Bill Kelly (FL), Bob Phillips (NJ), Mike Kirschener (CO) Gene Theroux (NY), PNC Cook (OK), PNC David Stevens (IN), Brian Gano (WV), Martie Roberts (AR), Lukasz Marsden (NJ)


	Reading of the Previous Minutes472: Motion to accept previously distributed minute made by Scott Baker, Mark Killstrom seconded. Passes 
	Reports of Members473: Chairman Cotten addresses that the Spring SAL NEC will have 4 modules:
	•	Public speaking
	•	SAL Basic
	•	Resolution
	•	SAL Awards
	•	MyLegion training will be offered by The American Legion
 
Commanders training will be offered at National Convention. $300 stipend, and must have submitted Officer certification form prior to convention.
 
Chris Cook (OK) asks that we promote the nomination sheet for Commissions and Committees so more members are aware of this form.
 
PNC Jim Roberts (FL) wondered about status of SAL U. Answers that the resolution is still pending.
 
Chair Cotton states MT&D is developing module for the library. If you have any content items to share, please reach out to a member to have us review and dd as appropriate.
 
Bill Kelly (FL) asks about status of Adjutant training. There were conflicts, and will be brought forward in the future.
 
Chairman Cotten announces that NEC training will follow the Saturday session of the NEC. All NEC are expected to attend.
 
Chris Cook (OK) Please coordinate with the new Convention and Meetings committee so all learning events can be schedule appropriately.

There was nothing for good and betterment

Prayer
Close - 1850




	Reports of Members cotinued474: Summery of previous dicsussion and activites 
	• September 2 2024
	• August 5 2024
	• July 1 2024
	• June 3, 2024
	• May 6, 2024
 
Summary of meetings.
	- Created mission statement.
	- What can MT&D do. Develop and standardize training.
	- Commanders Training at National Convention. About 40 attendees. Needs more time
            allocated. Plan on another one at next national convention,
	- Fall NEC Training. NEC Training. MyLegion Training
	- National Regional Informational Conference (NRIC). SAL has been invited to Denver on 
            November 16, and Boston on Februaruy 1st. Topics to be determined. Logistics to be 
            clarified. See attached flyer. 
	- Spring NEC. Submitted summary of proposed potential training for Spring NEC modules for 
            "SAL Short Courses" Public speaking, SAL Awards, Resolutions, SAL Basics. Request for      
            MyLegion training. 
	- AZ Squad 27, have them present their training to MT&D to see if and how we can assist or 
           find new topics to develop (technology).
	- SAL U Pilot. SAL U Pilot run. Training topics made into stand alone modules for future use. 
           Will be added to SAL Training Library. SAL U Resolution was submitted and multiple 
           discussion on status.
	- SAL Training library. Access set up to DropBox through Kevin Mook. Will need to review and 
           add them once reviewed. Then added to National Website.
	- NEC Training feedback. Captured and discussed. Main topics include:
	- Leadership - Under review.
	- SAL Basics - Under review.
	- How to find information - Content being developed. Work with Media and Communication on 
            this?
	- MyLegion - Handed by National American Legion staff.
	- Duties of Officers - Under review.
	- Membership and retention - Under review.
	- Squadron Adjutant training - Under review.
	- How to get youth involved - Gathering information to develop topic.
	- Public speaking - Under review.
	- Legion programs - Under review.
	- Awards - Presentation being developed pending manual documentation
	- SAL Blue Book (Commander and Adjutant Manual). Will look at adding this to the SAL 
           Training library.
  
 
National Regional Informational Conference (NRIC) 
https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?
	For the Good475:  None
	Motion to Adjourn476: No further business
	End Time477: 1950
	Commission or Committee Name478: Membership and Squadron Activities Committee
	Meeting Date479: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time480: 18:00
	Meeting Type481: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details482: 
	In-Person Meeting Details483: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance484: P
	Chairman Name485: Daryl VerStreate (NY)
	Vice Chairman Attendance486: E
	Vice Chairman Name487: Casey Hanson (SD)
	Member1 Attendance488: E
	Member1 Name489: Jason Miller (MD)
	Member2 Attendance490: V
	Member2 Name491: Matthew Verkuilen (MN)
	Member3 Attendance492: P
	Member3 Name493: Lewis Elam (TX)
	Member4 Attendance494: 
	Member4 Name495: 
	Other1 Position496: NE Chair.
	Other1 Attendance497: P
	Other1 Name498: Jeremy Revell (VT)
	Other2 Position499: SE Chair.
	Other2 Attendance500: P
	Other2 Name501: Brian Hine (TN)
	Other3 Position502: Central Chair.
	Other3 Attendance503: P
	Other3 Name504: Steve Honigfort (OH)
	Other4 Position505: Midwest Chair.
	Other4 Attendance506: P
	Other4 Name507: Chris Casey (NE)
	Other5 Position508: West Chair.
	Other5 Attendance509: P
	Other5 Name510: Frank Meraz (CA)
	Scribe Attendance511: V
	Scribe Name512: Matthew Verkuillen (MN)
	Consultant1 Attendance513: P
	Consultant1 Name514: George Gray (GA)
	Consultant2 Attendance515: P
	Consultant2 Name516: Matthew Krupco (KS)
	Consultant3 Attendance517: P
	Consultant3 Name518: Jim Walters (PA)
	Consultant4 Attendance519: 
	Consultant4 Name520: 
	Consultant5 Attendance521: 
	Consultant5 Name522: 
	Consultant6 Attendance523: 
	Consultant6 Name524: 
	Consultant7 Attendance525: 
	Consultant7 Name526: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance527: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name528: Mark Chaney (OC)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance529: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name530: Juan Cruz (PR)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance531: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name532: Terry Hanson (SD)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance533: P
	NEC Liaison4 Name534: Joseph Roberts (AZ)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance535: P
	NEC Liaison5 Name536: Jack Youngs (ID)
	Guests537: National Commander: Joseph Navarrete (NM) 
NVC Northeast: Robert Manzo (MD)
NVC Southeast: John Lawrence (LA) 
NVC Central: Harl "Butch" Ray (IL) 
NVC Midwest: Mike Monserud (IA) 
NVC West: Dan Ashley (AZ)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes538: Chairman VerStreate relayed information presented to them at the previous meetings pertaining to notes versus minutes. There were no official minutes from the previous meeting presented.
	Reports of Members539: Recruitment (Lewis Elam/George Gray, Consultant):
“Assignment 1: As a core part of the workshop, each Commission and Committee in attendance is to turn in a list of ideas that a Squadron-Detachment can use to promote and execute American Legion Family Day held each year in April. 10 Ideas from each Commission/Committee are required.” This should be a Community Outreach Project that celebrates the accomplishments of the Post entities and their contributions and importance in their post, community, state, and nation.
 
“The last Saturday of April is American Legion Family Day per Resolution No. 7, which posts are encouraged to open their doors to members of their community for the day.” It will be on Saturday, April 27, 2025.
 
Firsthand Observations of notable past events hosted by Posts:
    - Good Food for all and the old and young prepared by the Best Cooks with members offering side dishes to complement an afternoon Post Luncheon
    - Games for young and old and music if available that is appropriate
    - Invite all members and close relatives and friends to see the American Legion Family in action supporting one another and the community
    - Use flyers, posters, banners, and media to promote ALF Day at Post
    - Have a member-guest sign-in contact book to send thank you post cards
    - Possibly event recognition of these notable accomplishments
 
Elam’s Membership-Retention Experiences and Thoughts:
    I have been a District Commander going on 8 years. I have seen Sons come and go. It appears that we lose a significant number each year for many reasons. First, the Squadron (or Post) is not living up to their expectations and their reasons for joining. Secondly, most persons want to know that they are part of a group that is accomplishing set goals. Over the past several years, I came to realize that we must make it clear what being a member of a Squadron means. When I was told that every volunteer hour had a dollar value that put a whole new meaning about volunteering and feeling worthy and appreciated as a Son Volunteer.
    I have told the Sons of Texas be a “Hero and not a Zero”. All the things we each do can be reported on the
Consolidated Squadron Report which is combined with all the other Detachment Squadrons to be given a $
value that gets reported annually to our national government. If a Son does not renew then he has lost his
volunteer value that has convinced Congress in the past to support our Veterans which is our chartered
mission. This must be a priority.
    I have my 10 squadrons of the 5th District, Detachment of Texas, understanding their membership value and the true value of being a Son which is much more than the dues we pay. They have communicated it well to their membership. As a Division Commander, I have been extremely challenged to work through the chain of command to reach every Son. The Detachment of Texas this past year took a stronger proactive
communication approach about the value of being a Son. It has proven to be effective and successful. It is the Texas plan. Faced with 6,633 Squadrons in 55 Detachments, this is a formidable challenge which will require a united approach to communicate and get successful results. I have learned that action speaks louder than words; but we have to have both. I am also on the Detachment of Texas Membership Committee for a 2nd year to continue our efforts to have positive retention and recruitment results. Having Membership Engagement Teams and Buddy Check Teams does work. Please excuse my lengthy report. I do listen and welcome any commentary and support so I can be a positive contributor to our mission and goals.
	Reports of Members cotinued540: Retention (Jason Miller/Jack Youngs/Frank Meraz)
    As many of you have seen, the Sub-Committee has put together a one-page membership bulletin which was titled “Membership Matters”. The sample provided included items such as the quick renewal link, member engagement, member benefits etc. The suggestion was to put this information out on a bi-monthly basis via email, print and social media in hopes of reaching the blue cap members. Each Sub-Committee would be asked to submit short blurbs or information bullet points to include in the bi-monthly publication. With permission from IA the sample was disseminated, and a lot of great feedback was received. The post from my personal page was shared over 50 times and several Regions disseminated the information via email.
    The Sub-Committee is currently reviewing several publications already in place by the ALF in reference to Revitalization to put together a “simplified” guideline for Squadrons to follow when holding a revitalization. More information will be forthcoming.
    On a national level we are very close to hitting a 90 percent retention rate. We all must continue to remind Squadrons to reach out to those members who are now expired and get them back on board. It is vital that Squadrons keep all members informed and engaged throughout the year, not just when it’s time to renew.
    2024 Membership Cards EXPIRE December 31st. Continue to remind everyone of this deadline and urge them to renew. The quick renewal link is becoming a popular option for members to renew. (legion.org/sal-renew)
    In regard to American Legion Family Day the Post families should be urged to have a joint membership table or area to demonstrate the “family dynamic” of the American Legion. When available, a family should be asked to help cover this area and tell their story to potential members. Information such as the American Legion programs and impact reports should be displayed and made available to the public. The things we are doing on a National and local level are not being shared enough.
 
Awards (Casey Hanson/Terry Hanson)
During the October 1st M&SA Committee business meeting, the following was discussed and passed:
    1) On the top of the Recruiter of The Year and Blue Brigade award form, change the word ENROLLED to SIGNED UP. SIGNED UP is more definitive, as ENROLLED has caused confusion in the past. Also, on the second page where each recruited new member is listed, on the bottom of the page it asks for Department, Detachment, and Squadron officials signatures to sign off on. It was passed that the wording right below that be added and say "With the signatures of the officers above, we are verifying the said applicant has done the work to recruit the listed members, themselves". This holds the department, detachment, and squadrons more accountable for making sure the members are actually doing the work.
    2) The committee has voted to leave the Recruiter of The Year and Blue Brigade forms as is and separate for this year with the further study of aligning the same criteria cutoff date, with possibly linking the awards at that point. No action needed further on this.
    3) It was voted to move the minimum requirement of members recruited to 50 for the Recruiter of The Year award, to create more differential from the Blue Brigade and keep it a TOP PRESTIGIOUS AWARD, and also align with the Legion's Gold Brigade award, which is a minimum of 50.
 
Chairman VerStreate commented that the awards manual is currently still in the works and is actively moving forward under Internal Affairs. Additionally, once IRA pins are received, he will be sending them out to the regional reps while keeping a reserve in case more are needed. The new award forms will be on the website shortly.
 
A motion was made by Jeremy Revell and seconded by Steve Honigfort to accept the recommendations of the committee related to the awards as specified above. The motion carried after a majority affirmative vote by the voting members of the committee.
	Reports of Members cotinued_2: Commercial (Chris Casey/George Gray):
    Last year’s commercial was outstanding and we are looking toward another commercial to be released once it is determined how to approach to the focus of the commercial. The current commercial is still available, however we need to find ways to continue to share them as well as find analytics around the reach the commercial has.
    A recommendation was presented from Bill Hill of Internal Affairs to engage the Public Relations as how to best disseminate this information.
 
Workshops (Matthew Krupco):
    This year I plan to reach out to the membership chairmen of all the Detachments and ask them to provide me with at least one area they feel their Detachment needs extra help or training to do with membership &/or squadron activities. I will use their responses to prioritize a list of workshops that the squadrons across the nation need most.
    Assignment 1 Response (if I understand the assignment correctly): One of my biggest goals is to attract a younger generation to the American Legion Family. My wife and I have "preached" for several years that we are an organization that welcomes your kids, and we have tried our best to put our money where I mouth is by bringing our son to all kinds of events across the state and even nation. Bottom line, young people won't pay a baby-sitter so they can go volunteer, therefore they need to feel comfortable bringing their kids to things, and their kids need to enjoy themselves to keep them coming back and keep their parents coming back. That said, family day should advertise and have things for all ages, from babies to grandparents. In Kansas for our family fun day, we had bounce houses, face painting, balloon animals, games, crafts, and snacks for the younger kids. For the older kids and adults, we had a dunk tank where Department and Detachment leadership got dunked to raise money for a certain cause. We also had a corn hole tournament, a photobooth, an auction, door prizes, and lots of good food. Any kind of activity to get people in the door so they can see how much fun being a member of our organization is, is the right kind of activity. Keep in mind flyers and other advertisement doesn't need to be all inclusive. If you are sending a flyer to the local school, it should include the things for the kids, while a social media advertisement should maybe feature adult activities. It's okay to have multiple flyers and posts about the event, just know your audience.
 
Chairman VerStreate mentioned that all current workshops had been moved to the Member Training & Development Committee.
 
Remarks from National Vice Commanders:
    NVC Northeast Robert Manzo (MD): Build upon this year and get up to 400K members. Get the word out of the good job, keep pushing the word down and get that word down to the squadrons. Encourage you to keep working hard.
    NVC Southeast: John Lawrence (LA): The SE region is #1 right now. Would like everyone to keep in their thoughts and prayers those impacted by Hurricane Helene. Email went out from national emphasizing donations of funds to help support that area. Chairman Verstreate also emphasized pushing the NEF application and keeping membership up so they are eligible for that fund.
    NVC Central: Harl "Butch" Ray (IL): Make people excited about what we do, our mission, what we do for veterans and what we do for children. It’s going to be another big race this year. Please help us help each other by pushing membership and working the mission and get people excited.
	Reports of Members cotinued_2_F0:     NVC Midwest: Mike Monserud (IA): We all know what we’re doing here and know we need to do our part. Last year there was a record number of NEF funds distributed. Be checking on that. Secondly, if you’re not hearing from squadrons, we need to go out and check on them early rather than waiting to April. Vice Commanders, NECs and Regional Reps are ready and willing to help. Detachments need an active plan to reach out to their squadrons. He has a challenge to each detachment he visits: what is going well? And then use that to encourage other detachments.
    NVC West: Dan Ashley (AZ): Reminded that we have the IRAs, Recruiter of the Year, and Blue Brigade and we need to push them. We are here to help however you need.
 
Remarks from Regional Reps:
    Brian Hine (Southeast) – comments were difficult to understand due to technical issues on the recording.
    Jeremy Revell (Northeast) – the Northeast starts slow and are making some headway. Currently at 17%. Only region with every detachment over 100% for 2024.
    Steven Honigfort (Central) - Doing a great job, only 2.2% away from 25% goal. So many people that like paper transmittals and do not like electronic transmittals. There is a lot of people that are still “old-fashioned”. Communication is a big thing. So many people didn’t know that they exist. Good to show at conventions to get the word out.
    Chris Casey (Midwest) – Midwest is doing good. Added Minnesota to the region this year, we have seen that it takes a little while to get moving. Other comments were difficult to understand due to technical issues on the recording.
    Frank Meraz (West): Currently 3% from 25% goal.
 
Remarks from Consultants:
    George Gray – no report
    Matthew Krupco – no additional report
    Jimmy Walters – no additional report
 
Remarks from NEC Liaisons:
    Mark Chaney (OR) – Everyone has been doing a great job. Goals this year are higher for a reason and that is to achieve 401K members. We are currently 4,000 members ahead of this time last year.
    Jack Youngs (ID) – A lot of fresh blood is bringing new ideas to the SAL. It’s worth taking time to hear some of these ideas.
    Juan Cruz (PR) – no report
    Terry Hanson (SD) – He and Casey live behind a rule. Behind every success is an effort . Behind every effort is a passion. Behind every passion, is someone with the courage to try. And that is what it is all about… TRY. We need to try harder and keep trying.
    Joseph Roberts (AZ) – Keep up the great work.
	New Business541:     Steve Thomas (Detachment of Oklahoma), and Chris Cook (NEC – Oklahoma) mentioned that they have a lot of passionate commanders who are also stepping into multiple roles at the Detachment level. The Squadron Commander of the Year Award is for Squadron Commander only and not higher. Would like to request that the committee consider removing the stipulation of “holds no higher office than Squadron Commander” from award.
    NEC Bill Kelly brought up the difficulties with the Consolidated Squadron Report to this committee as the committee includes Squadron Activities. Bill Hill from Internal Affairs confirmed that it is being addressed under the Internal Affairs Committee.
    NVC Lawrence asked about having the ability to have a member add how they are eligible as part of the national database. Per Bill Hill from Internal Affairs, due to the restriction of personal data, this is not allowed in the database as the eligibility is verified at the local level.
	Resolutions542: No.
Title:    Detachment Recruitment Award
Origin:    National Membership and Squadron Activities Committee
Motion:    Accept the resolution
Maker:    Jeremy Revell (VT)
Second:    Steven Honigfort (OH)
Discussion:
 
WHEREAS, membership is the lifeblood of the organization, and the recruitment of new members by all Detachments should be recognized at the national level; and
 
WHEREAS, the "Detachment Recruitment Award” was designed to follow the categories of the
Houghton Award; and
 
RESOLVED, by the Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee assembled in
Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 5-6, 2024, that Resolution 7-Spring 2019 Detachment Recruitment
Award should be automatically amended in the future to align with the categories of the Arthur D.
Houghton Award; and be it further
 
RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately following the acceptance of this resolution by The American Legion and Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee, to be awarded at the 2025 Sons of The American Legion National Convention in Tampa, Florida.
 
    The changes in the resolution were related to verbiage only and related to the award categories being automatically amended and aligned with the Arthur D. Houghton Award to make changes easier in the future.
Disposition:    The motion carried without objection.
	For the Good543: 
	Motion to Adjourn544: Jeremy Revell (VT); second by Steven Honigfort (OH)
	End Time545: 19:00
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	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Daryl VerStreate, Jr.
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	Commission or Committee Name548: Legislative Commission
	Meeting Date549: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time550: 19:30
	Meeting Type551: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details552: 
	In-Person Meeting Details553: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance554: P
	Chairman Name555: Bernie Kessler (OH)
	Vice Chairman Attendance556: P
	Vice Chairman Name557: David Lee (NY)
	Member1 Attendance558: P
	Member1 Name559: Richard Humphrey (CO)
	Member2 Attendance560: P
	Member2 Name561: Charles Curtis (CA)
	Member3 Attendance562: P
	Member3 Name563: Wayne Madson (IL)
	Member4 Attendance564: 
	Member4 Name565: [vacant]
	Other1 Position566: 
	Other1 Attendance567: 
	Other1 Name568: 
	Other2 Position569: 
	Other2 Attendance570: 
	Other2 Name571: 
	Other3 Position572: 
	Other3 Attendance573: 
	Other3 Name574: 
	Other4 Position575: 
	Other4 Attendance576: 
	Other4 Name577: 
	Other5 Position578: 
	Other5 Attendance579: 
	Other5 Name580: 
	Scribe Attendance581: P
	Scribe Name582: Wayne Madson (IL)
	Consultant1 Attendance583: 
	Consultant1 Name584: 
	Consultant2 Attendance585: 
	Consultant2 Name586: 
	Consultant3 Attendance587: 
	Consultant3 Name588: 
	Consultant4 Attendance589: 
	Consultant4 Name590: 
	Consultant5 Attendance591: 
	Consultant5 Name592: 
	Consultant6 Attendance593: 
	Consultant6 Name594: 
	Consultant7 Attendance595: 
	Consultant7 Name596: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance597: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name598: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance599: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name600: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance601: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name602: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance603: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name604: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance605: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name606: 
	Guests607: 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes608: There being no objections, Chairman Kessler declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members609: Wayne Madson (IL) made a motion to approve the Commission's mission statement, seconded by Richard Humphrey (CO). The motion carried.
 
Chairman Kessler reported that the Commission is still in need of a representative from the Southeast region.
 
The Washington Conference will be March 2, 2025.
    For the wreath laying, we will leave from the Hilton for the World War II Memorial first, then visit the Vietnam Wall / Korean War Memorial, then Arlington and the Tomb of the Unknowns, with a return to the Hilton.
    David Lee will be confirming the wreath and tram prices at Arlington.
    Chairman Kessler will contact Ace about the box lunches, and the Hilton about a table to distribute the tickets.
    February 3rd is the deadline to order wreaths.
    We will check to see if the Samsung Scholarship winners will be laying wreaths as well.
 
Voter Voice - Keep spreading the word to have members sign up.
	Reports of Members cotinued610: 
	New Business611: American Legion Executive Director James Baca addressed the Commission. He mentioned that if you know of someone that has a personal connection with a Congressman or Senator to contact the Legion's council with that information.
 
David Lee - Books for kids like Vision by Jack miller maybe tap into the Youth Academy with this.
	Resolutions612: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good613: 
	Motion to Adjourn614: Wayne Madson (IL)
	End Time615: 20:14
		2024-10-05T08:50:24-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Bernie Kessler
	I am approving this document


	Commission or Committee Name618: Public Media Communications Commission
	Meeting Date619: 10/05/2024
	Meeting Time620: 8:00
	Meeting Type621: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details622: 
	In-Person Meeting Details623: Meridian East, LL Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel
	Chairman Attendance624: P
	Chairman Name625: Kevin Chaplin - VA
	Vice Chairman Attendance626: P
	Vice Chairman Name627: Joseph Guidice - NY
	Member1 Attendance628: P
	Member1 Name629: Doug Evans - KS
	Member2 Attendance630: P
	Member2 Name631: Scott Williams - VA
	Member3 Attendance632: E
	Member3 Name633: Doug Heiser - IN
	Member4 Attendance634: 
	Member4 Name635: 
	Other1 Position636: PNC Liaison
	Other1 Attendance637: E
	Other1 Name638: David Faust
	Other2 Position639: Member
	Other2 Attendance640: E
	Other2 Name641: Brandon Roberts - GA
	Other3 Position642: Webmaster
	Other3 Attendance643: P
	Other3 Name644: Gene Theroux - MA
	Other4 Position645: Advisor
	Other4 Attendance646: E
	Other4 Name647: Andy Proffet
	Other5 Position648: Newsletter Editor
	Other5 Attendance649: E
	Other5 Name650: Rusty Meyers - NJ
	Scribe Attendance651: P
	Scribe Name652: Scott Williams
	Consultant1 Attendance653: 
	Consultant1 Name654: 
	Consultant2 Attendance655: 
	Consultant2 Name656: 
	Consultant3 Attendance657: 
	Consultant3 Name658: 
	Consultant4 Attendance659: 
	Consultant4 Name660: 
	Consultant5 Attendance661: 
	Consultant5 Name662: 
	Consultant6 Attendance663: 
	Consultant6 Name664: 
	Consultant7 Attendance665: 
	Consultant7 Name666: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance667: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name668: Joseph Guimond - UT
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance669: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name670: Bob Clark - WA
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance671: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name672: Jacob McCarty WV
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance673: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name674: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance675: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name676: 
	Guests677: Butch Ray, NVC - Central Region, Mark Natale - NJ, Matthew Kyoco (KS), Brian Gano (WV), Jim Roberts (PNC - FL), Victor Fisher (MI), Mike Pook (WI). 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes678: Approve Minutes from Spring NEC as distributed. Gene and Doug. Motion Carried. 
	Reports of Members679: Introduce new members and NEC Liaisons – Joseph Guidice, Scott Williams, Jacob McCarty and Bob Clark.
 
Moment of Silence – Jeff Vrabel, Sr.
 
Meeting Notes and Reports:
1. Report on Regional call assignments. 
  - Northeast – Gene Theroux - Spoke about information on Regional Calls. 
  - Southeast – Kevin Chaplin  - 
  - Central - Doug Heiser - Gives information from PMCC Meetings. Snapshots of Service and Videos of Service. 
  - Midwest – Doug Evans
  - Western – Kevin Chaplin
2. Review metrics to track increase or decrease in engagement. Legion is on all major Social Media Sites.
  a. Facebook
  b. E mail Newsletter - Steps to improve access to SAL Newsletter for all to access. 
  c. Millennium Newsletter - Chairman discussed metrics on Legion and SAL Social Media. Metrics need to improve for the SAL. 
3. Chairman Kevin Chaplin and National Newsletter Editor have been meeting with the National PMCC staff to promote the new National SAL Newsletter.
  - Changes to the location of the Millennium newsletter link in the emails. Separate email for SAL Millennium Newsletter. Augment how this information is distributed. Important Link Page with about 10 links included. 
  - The Legion has plans to add a section in The Legionnaire magazine to focus on the Sons.
  - In March and April, Kevin and Jeff Vrabel met with Jeff Stofer, Andy Proffet and other National PMCC staff members. 
4. National Newsletter – New National newsletter editor Rusty Meyers from the Detachment of NJ is the interim Editor in place of Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
 
Unfinished Business:
1. Resolution to change the deadline for Videos of Service to match the Snap Shots of Service. Discussed this Resolution. Chairman presented resolution to the Commission. Gene and Joe motioned to accept amended resolution. Motion carried.
	Reports of Members cotinued680: 
	New Business681: Review Goals
 
Tasks
1. Create Resolutions
  - Sons to adopt all the social media platforms that the Legion uses.
  - Add a newsletter subscribe link the Sons web page that allows anyone to opt-in without logging into MyLegion.org.
2. Need to update the important web links document. Most links are broken due to the web site update.
3. Review Mission and Vision statements. Report back at next meeting.
4. Determine options to distribute the Millennium via grassroots network.
  - National Directory
  - Detachment Officers
  - Detachment PR Chairmen
  - Other newsletter distribution lists.
5. Promote Legion Family Day, the last Saturday of April.
  - Contact each Committee and Commission Chairman for their list of ideas.
  - Compile the ideas into one list.
  - Post list on Facebook and send to all in email distribution.
  - Get this information posted on the national website.
6. Change the national contest forms.
  - Snap Shots of Service must include the model release forms.
  - Snap Shots of Service should include the contact information of who is submitting the form.
7. Establish meeting schedule 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm EST. Chairman will get an updated link for our Commission Meetings for the 2024-25 year.
	Resolutions682: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good683: Three Sons Videos created last year being shifted to PMCC.
	Motion to Adjourn684: Chairman Kevin Chaplin
	End Time685: 9:00AM
		2024-10-05T10:36:00-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Kevin Chaplin
	I am approving this document


	Commission or Committee Name688: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission
	Meeting Date689: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time690: 18:00
	Meeting Type691: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details692: 
	In-Person Meeting Details693: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance694: P
	Chairman Name695: Bruno Willilamson (IL)
	Vice Chairman Attendance696: P
	Vice Chairman Name697: Mark Fayer, Sr. (MD)
	Member1 Attendance698: E
	Member1 Name699: Eddy Seegers (TX)
	Member2 Attendance700: E
	Member2 Name701: Bill Sutterlin (OH)
	Member3 Attendance702: 
	Member3 Name703: 
	Member4 Attendance704: 
	Member4 Name705: 
	Other1 Position706: CONA Rep.
	Other1 Attendance707: E
	Other1 Name708: PNC Tommie Cisna (IL)
	Other2 Position709: 
	Other2 Attendance710: 
	Other2 Name711: 
	Other3 Position712: 
	Other3 Attendance713: 
	Other3 Name714: 
	Other4 Position715: 
	Other4 Attendance716: 
	Other4 Name717: 
	Other5 Position718: 
	Other5 Attendance719: 
	Other5 Name720: 
	Scribe Attendance721: P
	Scribe Name722: Scott Thornton (OH)
	Consultant1 Attendance723: 
	Consultant1 Name724: 
	Consultant2 Attendance725: 
	Consultant2 Name726: 
	Consultant3 Attendance727: 
	Consultant3 Name728: 
	Consultant4 Attendance729: 
	Consultant4 Name730: 
	Consultant5 Attendance731: 
	Consultant5 Name732: 
	Consultant6 Attendance733: 
	Consultant6 Name734: 
	Consultant7 Attendance735: 
	Consultant7 Name736: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance737: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name738: Nick Arceo (CO)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance739: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name740: Steve Pintarich (CT)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance741: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name742: John Meacham (MT)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance743: E
	NEC Liaison4 Name744: Gary Swanlund (WY)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance745: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name746: 
	Guests747: 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes748: There being no objections, Chairman Williamson declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members749: Member's Projects - Chairman Williamson had earlier asked the members to pick a VA&R project promote this year. Bruno – possibly the NVCAF care givers program; Eddy – a PTSD program in Texas called Camp Hope that is gaining some traction nationwide; Buster – Honor Flight.
 
Areas of Responsibility – V/C Mark Fayer - East Region; Eddy Seegars – Southeast Region; Bill Sutterlin – Central. The members that are appointed after the fall NEC will be assigned the Midwest & West Regions.
 
2024 Resolutions – the commission submitted 3 resolutions to the spring NEC. 1) changing the Rigsby award to include all VA&R volunteering. Not just VAVS volunteering. This resolution Passed at the NEC. Resolutions: 2) donation of $5000 from the reserve fund towards Operation Comfort Warriors; 3) donation of $5000 from our line item in our budget for National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Both were held by TAL for further study. In conversations with our National Liaison Kevin Mook; at the National Convention in New Orleans, TAL finance commission met in the spring prior to our spring 2024 NEC meeting. Which means that these 2 resolutions will not be decided on until the spring 2025 meeting of TAL finance commission. That said, moving forward we need to start submitting resolutions in the fall if we are requesting funds.
 
Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) - Our records show that we have Representation in 46 Veteran Affairs Medical Centers (VAMC’s). Chairman Williamson's goal for the 2025 year is to be in 60 VAMC’s.
 
Resolutions – At the Charlotte convention a couple of years ago, a Detachment brought a resolution to convention that the good works of working with Homeless Veterans through donations & volunteer hour should be able to be shown on the Consolidate Squadron Report (CSR). And that these line items be put under the VA&R portion of the CSR. This needs to be corrected, because this is a program of VE&E. This may take a resolution to make it happen.
 
Washington Conference – March 2 – 5, 2025, since this is the only time we physically meet the whole commission will be getting a call.  Bruno also spoke on possibly doing something besides sitting the entire meetings & leaving after the lunch break to go the DC VA and or Fisher House. The chairman noted that he has done this in the past. 
 
The meeting rounded out with some general discussion: NEC John Meacham mentioned the amount of info he has been receiving & that it was 20 years before he found out he was entitled to a service dog. NEC Steve Pintarich asked about a program the ALA in Connecticut spoke on about buddy checks that you could claim VAVS hrs. The Chairman thought that they were talking about the VA’s Compassionate Contact Corp program. Steve asked if you could do just the CCC training or if you to go through the whole on boarding prosses like Reps & Regularly Scheduled (RS) volunteers go through. Bruno did not have an answer, and he was going to contact his CDCE Chief at his VA. Steve said he would ask his also.
Bruno ended the meeting by reminding everyone that we have a National Facebook site & to also look into taking the Be The One training in conjunction with Columbia University. (The schedule is on our FB site) It is a 90-minute training session. Bruno attended the session on September 19th. And you can of course take the V.A. SAVE training.

	Reports of Members cotinued750: Our 2024 Rigsby award winner from New Jersey is Martin Widmer an 18 year old who did some amazing work for our Veterans.
 
National Advisory Committee (NAC) – the NAC is a Federally mandated committee of over 100 VSO’s from across the country that bring recommendations for the betterment of our Veterans to the secretary of Veterans Affairs. Because of our standing in our VAMC’s the SONS are a voting member of the NAC. More importantly the recommendations come from the 25-member Executive Board of which the SONS are a part of.
	New Business751: Our next Zoom call will be later this month - details to be provided to the Commission members once known.
	Resolutions752: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good753: 
	Motion to Adjourn754: 
	End Time755: 
		2024-10-04T11:50:08-0400
	Toledo, Ohio, USA
	Bruno T. Williamson
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	Commission or Committee Name758: Veterans Employment and Education Commission
	Meeting Date759: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time760: 5:30 PM
	Meeting Type761: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details762: 
	In-Person Meeting Details763: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel, Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance764: P
	Chairman Name765: James Coates (NY)
	Vice Chairman Attendance766: P
	Vice Chairman Name767: James Stewart (DE)
	Member1 Attendance768: E
	Member1 Name769: Fred Vaccarella (VA)
	Member2 Attendance770: E
	Member2 Name771: William Stem (MD)
	Member3 Attendance772: E
	Member3 Name773: James Noble (NJ)
	Member4 Attendance774: E
	Member4 Name775: Dennis Henkemeyer (MN)
	Other1 Position776: 
	Other1 Attendance777: 
	Other1 Name778: 
	Other2 Position779: 
	Other2 Attendance780: 
	Other2 Name781: 
	Other3 Position782: 
	Other3 Attendance783: 
	Other3 Name784: 
	Other4 Position785: 
	Other4 Attendance786: 
	Other4 Name787: 
	Other5 Position788: 
	Other5 Attendance789: 
	Other5 Name790: 
	Scribe Attendance791: P
	Scribe Name792: Robert Avery (NY)
	Consultant1 Attendance793: E
	Consultant1 Name794: Larry Weinzirl (MD)
	Consultant2 Attendance795: 
	Consultant2 Name796: 
	Consultant3 Attendance797: 
	Consultant3 Name798: 
	Consultant4 Attendance799: 
	Consultant4 Name800: 
	Consultant5 Attendance801: 
	Consultant5 Name802: 
	Consultant6 Attendance803: 
	Consultant6 Name804: 
	Consultant7 Attendance805: 
	Consultant7 Name806: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance807: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name808: Jon Kingston (TX)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance809: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name810: Eddie White (MT)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance811: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name812: Jacob McCarty (WV)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance813: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name814: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance815: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name816: 
	Guests817: William Shetz (LT)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes818: There being no objections, Chairman Coates declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members819: We had a very successful Convention in New Orleans this past summer. We want to thank everyone who participated in our fund-raising campaign for an American Legion "BE THE ONE" Program to be determined by The American Legion Veterans Employment and Education Commission. Thanks to the efforts of Jim Noble, John Kingston, and John Mejia we were able to raise $1,096 for The American Legion Veterans Employment and & Education Commission towards a "BE THE ONE" Program. And thanks to the winner of the 50-50 because he donated his winnings, which took us over $1,000.

Now I would like to ask you all, if you had a squadron that submitted a Marvin Nay Award Application for a member of your detachment. And because we received one application this year, I would suggest to you that not all Detachments submitted an applicant. So, I would like to make a suggestion.

I suggest that every Detachment select a Marvin Nay Award winner every year. From applicants selected from your squadrons and award them (you determine what the award is for your detachment). And I would further suggest that every Detachment then submit their winner to the National VE&E Commission, which will then select one of those applicants as a National VE&E Marvin Nay Award winner. This process will not only recognize our people, it will help spread the word on the activities we are doing.

This year we are also being asked to treat American Legion Family Day as a day to invite the community into our Posts and share with them our American Legion Family accomplishments within our Communities, State, and Nation.

Let them know what The American Legion is truly all about at all levels of our organization. This can be done through static displays, information boards, field trips and a variety of other means.

And if you need help, just talk to any Commission or Committee Chairman or Vice Chairman who sat in on our sessions all day on Thursday.



	Reports of Members cotinued820: 
	New Business821: 
	Resolutions822: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good823: 
	Motion to Adjourn824: 
	End Time825: 
		2024-10-04T18:04:53-0400
	James Coates


	Commission or Committee Name828: Subcommittee on Resolutions
	Meeting Date829: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time830: 15:55
	Meeting Type831: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details832: 
	In-Person Meeting Details833: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance834: P
	Chairman Name835: Ned Fox (CA)
	Vice Chairman Attendance836: P
	Vice Chairman Name837: Brandon Curry (KY)
	Member1 Attendance838: P
	Member1 Name839: Mark McCue (MA)
	Member2 Attendance840: V
	Member2 Name841: Steve Ward (KS)
	Member3 Attendance842: E
	Member3 Name843: Camille LeJeune, Jr. (LA)
	Member4 Attendance844: E
	Member4 Name845: Chris Sherman (WI)
	Other1 Position846: 
	Other1 Attendance847: 
	Other1 Name848: 
	Other2 Position849: 
	Other2 Attendance850: 
	Other2 Name851: 
	Other3 Position852: 
	Other3 Attendance853: 
	Other3 Name854: 
	Other4 Position855: 
	Other4 Attendance856: 
	Other4 Name857: 
	Other5 Position858: 
	Other5 Attendance859: 
	Other5 Name860: 
	Scribe Attendance861: P
	Scribe Name862: Ned Fox (CA)
	Consultant1 Attendance863: 
	Consultant1 Name864: 
	Consultant2 Attendance865: 
	Consultant2 Name866: 
	Consultant3 Attendance867: 
	Consultant3 Name868: 
	Consultant4 Attendance869: 
	Consultant4 Name870: 
	Consultant5 Attendance871: 
	Consultant5 Name872: 
	Consultant6 Attendance873: 
	Consultant6 Name874: 
	Consultant7 Attendance875: 
	Consultant7 Name876: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance877: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name878: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance879: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name880: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance881: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name882: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance883: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name884: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance885: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name886: 
	Guests887: Marc Cheney (OR); Frank Meraz, Jr. (CA)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes888: Previous meeting minutes  were approved. by acclamation.
	Reports of Members889: 
	Reports of Members cotinued890: 
	New Business891: 
	Resolutions892: Two resolutions were received from the National Adjutant's Office.
 
No.    SAL Resolution NEC2024-F1
Title:    Endorsement of Jon E. Kingston (TX) for National Vice Commander
Origin:    Detachment of Texas
Motion:    Receive and file the resolution.
Maker:    Brandon Curry (KY)
Second:    Steve Ward (KS)
Discussion:    none
Disposition:    Motion approved.
 
No.    SAL Resolution NEC2024-F2
Title:    Endorsement of Keith A. Murdough (NH) for National Commander
Origin:    Detachment of New Hampshire
Motion:    Receive and file the resolution.
Maker:    Brandon Curry (KY)
Second:    Mark McCue (MA)
Discussion:    One change to the third WHEREAS clause: remove Texas and replace with New Hampshire
Disposition:    Motion approved.
	For the Good893: 
	Motion to Adjourn894: Brandon Curry (KS); second by Mark McCue (MA)
	End Time895: 16:08
		2024-10-04T18:11:46-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Nedley C. Fox
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	Commission or Committee Name137966: Children and Youth
	Meeting Date138967: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time139968: 6:00 pm
	Meeting Type969: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details140970: 
	In-Person Meeting Details141971: Library, 21st Floor, Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel
	Chairman Attendance142972: E
	Chairman Name143973: Joe Lohman (MD)
	Vice Chairman Attendance144974: P
	Vice Chairman Name145975: Jeff Trout (IL)
	Member1 Attendance146976: P
	Member1 Name147977: Thomas Aritisa (TX)
	Member2 Attendance148978: P
	Member2 Name149979: Chris Reachard (DE)
	Member3 Attendance150980: P
	Member3 Name151981: Brian Shedd (GA)
	Member4 Attendance152982: 
	Member4 Name153983: VACANT
	Other1 Position154984: 
	Other1 Attendance155985: 
	Other1 Name156986: 
	Other2 Position157987: 
	Other2 Attendance158988: 
	Other2 Name159989: 
	Other3 Position160990: 
	Other3 Attendance161991: 
	Other3 Name162992: 
	Other4 Position163993: 
	Other4 Attendance164994: 
	Other4 Name165995: 
	Other5 Position166996: 
	Other5 Attendance167997: 
	Other5 Name168998: 
	Scribe Attendance169999: P
	Scribe Name1701000: Chris Reachard(DE)
	Consultant1 Attendance1711001: 
	Consultant1 Name1721002: 
	Consultant2 Attendance1731003: 
	Consultant2 Name1741004: 
	Consultant3 Attendance1751005: 
	Consultant3 Name1761006: 
	Consultant4 Attendance1771007: 
	Consultant4 Name1781008: 
	Consultant5 Attendance1791009: 
	Consultant5 Name1801010: 
	Consultant6 Attendance1811011: 
	Consultant6 Name1821012: 
	Consultant7 Attendance1831013: 
	Consultant7 Name1841014: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance1851015: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name1861016: Stephen England
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance1871017: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name1881018: David Rippe
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance1891019: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name1901020: Randall Butler
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance1911021: P
	NEC Liaison4 Name1921022: Joseph Wysochanski Jr
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance1931023: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name1941024: 
	Guests1951025: Jeff Hicks (NJ) Americanism Commission Chairman,  Kevin Callier PNC, National Commander Navarrete.
	Reading of the Previous Minutes1961026: There being no objections, Vice Chairman Jeff Trout declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Committees1971027: 
 
 

	Reports of Members1981028: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024
 
• Assist Americanism with C&Y Academy – Jeff Trout
 
We met back in June for the Children Youth Academy, and it looks like the hours will run from 9am to about 1.30 in the afternoon.
 
We have incorporated the American Legion Auxiliary Patch Program and continue to work on their Americanism patch. We do not know what kind of age groups we are going to have but we are confident that for the younger kids the first couple of hours will be able to complete the Americanism patch that day.
 
Chairman Casey says that we will spend about one hour on flag education. He put together a PowerPoint presentation that includes a Jeopardy formatted game that works with flag education and Americanism type subjects.
 
the Louisiana Air National Guard is going to have a representative there. I am not sure what kind of equipment he will be bringing along, but it does sound like we are going to have an interesting visit from them.
 
And he has also been in touch with local police and fire and what they did not have set yet. They first talked about local police there in New Orleans and then somebody suggested contacting the state police.
 
• COTA – John Lawrence
 
No new updates for the COTA program, Chairman Lohman asked the National Vice Commander’s if they reached out to the Detachments to see who activity participates in the COTA program. At this point they will reach out and see if they can get an answer before the National Convention.
 
• American Legion Family Day – Tom Artisa
 
Tom was excused from the meeting. There is no update. 
 
• C&Y Month – Brian Shedd
 
In June, we went into our youth leadership camp with the juniors with both the Auxiliary and SAL in the state of Georgia. We enacted a patch program for all the children that participated. As for our future leadership camp, the ages are from seven to eighteen. They tend to age out at eighteen. We had two that came back as counselors this year. Two young men that are going into the military that had been in this program for about three or four years now. 
	Reports of Members cotinued1991029: • VCF – Chris Reachard 
 
The ALR are gearing up for the 2024 American Legion Legacy Run. This year, the run will be August 18th to the 22nd with over three hundred American Legion riders will be traveling over a thousand miles raising money for the Veteran and Children's Foundation this year.
 
It is very exciting that the riders shifted their focus to the VCF.
 
Commander Hall Parent/Child initiative update – Joe Lohman
 
The C&Y committee currently has a pilot program in Maryland where a squadron has committed to build a youth/pizza garden at their post location. 
 
We do not call it a pizza garden anymore. We knew we would have to change a few things over the course of this year. The good news is looks like the CENTCOM committee had noticed the program and they briefly talked about it at the spring NEC where they are going to call it a victory garden. 
 
Having the kids get outside, getting involved and learning how to grow plants is the focus of this pilot program. The program does not have to include vegetables. For example, we talked about different climates across the United States. Our children in states such as Arizona and New Mexico and learn how to grow cactus or similar crops. The overall concept of this program is to define a program that will get the parents and the children involved based on Commander Hall’s parent/child initiative. 
 
Notes on Zoom call on September 9, 2024
 
• NO REPORT (Chairman Lohman indicated there is no sense in making program assignments to committee members until the list of members for the 2024-2025 year has been approved by the 2024 Fall NEC. However, if the committee members would remain the same as the previous year, then the following assignments would be granted.
 
Jeff Trout – Veterans and Children Foundation (VCF)
 
Chris Reachard – Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA)
 
Tom Artisa – American Legion Family Day & C&Y month
 
Brian Shedd – Assist with Youth Academy
 
VACANT Position -?
 
Joe Lohman – Assist Jeff Trout with VCF and backup to the remaining programs.
 
Reports from Fall NEC 2024
 
Acting Vice Chair Jeff Trout gave opening remarks and welcomed all members and guests to the meeting.
 
COTA Report - Chris Reachard goal is to set up a excel form to record what events each Detachment and their Squadrons are hosting and how much each Detachment and Squadron is donating to COTA.
	New Business2001030: 
	Resolutions2011031: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good2021032: Notes from Zoom call on July 8, 2024

Cook – So, I handed out some COTA pamphlets at our convention. So, the word is getting out and it is a great program. All the committees this year have done a great job and it’s been a pleasure working with all of you. We had an amazing year, pushing for everything, not just membership. I just want to thank you all for all your hard work and we will see you in New Orleans. 

Moore – I am really impressed with that garden from when I saw the pictures when you first started a little brown garden, cut it up into slices. But what you had there in that picture has grown so much. I reckon you had to spread it all out cause all the plants were growing, but it looked like everyone did a fantastic job with the overall garden. 

Harris – I was able to witness the junior academy pilot program at the Nebraska Detachment convention. I think everyone will be surprised who much was put into the program. 

Bristo – My question is about the pumpkin garden. I was thinking, “Is that garden going to be too small for those pumpkins? Sean built another garden next to the pizza. You guys are doing a fantastic job; specially producing all those ideas throughout the year. I am going to be on the Children Youth Commission for our Detachment, I expect to be on plenty of your con calls. 

Steve England - I am sitting here getting ideas for up here in Vermont. I love the idea with the pumpkins, and you know we grow a lot of in Vermont is Christmas trees. That would be a long-term project, but we are looking for new ways to get our juniors involved. The kids are our future, and we are not getting any younger. Great job to all and look forward to seeing everybody at national next month.

Dave Rippe - You guys just did a phenomenal job this year. You and your committee members, you reached out, brought in a lot of extra new information and stuff about COTA and Americanism, children and youth. So, guys, thank you so much for what you do.

Notes from Zoom call on September 9, 2024

PNC Cliff Smith – I just want to go over the NEC liaison committee that you had. Since Chairman Lohman will not be at the training center, I want to explain how that works. I send out questionnaires to all the NECs and I have them pick, they pick three different commissions or committees they want to serve on. Number one being the most one they are interested in and three being the one, but they are the worst, the lesser one in which they are interested. I am going to be sending out a list of that to all your chairmen in the next couple of days. The people that sent in this year, Rippy sent in again. I am putting him in as the lead liaison. I have Steve England in there from Vermont. Weiss and Chesky, okay. And then the new guy from Mexico, I spoke with him at the convention, Randall Butler. So that is your four guys.

Trailing Candidate Tom Skelley - Gentlemen, I wish you the best of luck. You have a daunting task ahead of you with the money you need to raise for children and youth and for the VCF fund.
And if there is anything I can do to help you out, please feel free to reach out.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks – Good evening, everyone. I am a new kid on the block, I guess here for Americanism. The commission 
did not really change all that much as I understand, at least for right now. But I have been transitioning with the immediate past. Americanism chairman Chris Casey has been a tremendous help behind the scenes. This is a big commission as you all know. So, I am learning each day new aspects of it. And so, I just ask you bear with me as I get more efficient things will get quicker getting put out. We are going to keep our commission meetings as you have had them in the past, third Monday of the month, seven .30 by way of the Zoom. I put it out to the commission members. I am waiting to hear back from them if they want to change it. I am okay with that. Like I said, we will see how that goes moving forward. But the third Monday of the month, seven .30 by Zoom, which means a week from tonight, the 16th will be our first American Commission Zoom meeting. I plan to have the agendas out hopefully a week before, a couple of days short of that. But though you have a chance to review what is on there,

NVC Butch Ray – I am here to assist anything you think that I can do to help you out. It will be a busy year for all of us. I am looking forward to the challenges of working the VCF and CWF together. It is going to be an interesting year in that regard. It is all a matter of motivation and challenge. And I think we will be able to do it. The four pillars program is an effective way for the baby to step our way into the VCF.

Americanism Chairman Jeff Hicks addressed the meeting. Thanked the meeting for their support to the Americanism commission and the Children and Youth Academy.

National Commander Joseph Navarrete addressed the Committee and attendees. He thanked everyone for what they do for the SAL, Veterans and Children and Youth.


	Motion to Adjourn2031033: Brian Shedd
	End Time2041034: 6:40 pm
	Commission or Committee Name2051035: Child Welfare Foundation
	Meeting Date2061036: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time2071037: 18:00
	Meeting Type2081038: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details2091039: 
	In-Person Meeting Details2101040: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre
	Chairman Attendance2111041: P
	Chairman Name2121042: Mark Nave
	Vice Chairman Attendance2131043: P
	Vice Chairman Name2141044: Sandy Lipman
	Member1 Attendance2151045: P
	Member1 Name2161046: Jon Coakley
	Member2 Attendance2171047: P
	Member2 Name2181048: Lyle Chapman
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	Member3 Name2201050: George Fleming
	Member4 Attendance2211051: E
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	Other2 Name2281058: 
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	Other3 Name2311061: 
	Other4 Position2321062: 
	Other4 Attendance2331063: 
	Other4 Name2341064: 
	Other5 Position2351065: 
	Other5 Attendance2361066: 
	Other5 Name2371067: 
	Scribe Attendance2381068: P
	Scribe Name2391069: Anthony Wright
	Consultant1 Attendance2401070: P
	Consultant1 Name2411071: Phil Stander
	Consultant2 Attendance2421072: P
	Consultant2 Name2431073: Bob Brown (CONA Rep)
	Consultant3 Attendance2441074: 
	Consultant3 Name2451075: 
	Consultant4 Attendance2461076: 
	Consultant4 Name2471077: 
	Consultant5 Attendance2481078: 
	Consultant5 Name2491079: 
	Consultant6 Attendance2501080: 
	Consultant6 Name2511081: 
	Consultant7 Attendance2521082: 
	Consultant7 Name2531083: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance2541084: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name2551085: Dave Vulcan
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance2561086: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name2571087: Doug Evans
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance2581088: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name2591089: Maxwell Rice
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance2601090: E
	NEC Liaison4 Name2611091: Terry Pressley
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance2621092: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name2631093: 
	Guests2641094: Allen Watry (WI), Gerard Sambets (FL), Lee Preston (FR), Jason Pepe (PA), Gary Lang (OH), Casey Lenort (MN), Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS), Jeff Hicks (NJ).
	Reading of the Previous Minutes2651095: 
	Reports of Members2661096: Chairman Nave discussed the new mission statement:

Our foremost priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of our children and youth. By aiding in the progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth.

Continue awareness to the community, department, detachment, and the membership of our American Legion family and all families within our communities. To explain the purpose of our mission, our goal, and to improve the lives of all children and youth. Educate the public on how to request and complete the grant application and assist them during the process. Promote positivity to our membership and assist our assigned regions and promote organizations that are potential applicants. To continue communications and growing the relationship with the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation Board. That is our proposed new mission statement for the Child Welfare Foundation.

George Fleming:

New York and Pennsylvania reported donations of $11,000 and $8,000, respectively. As in the past, we're setting a goal for $1.00 per member and be selling merchandise.

Lyle Chapman:

The Mid-west has always been very strong and in the CWF and we appreciate that and I hope to be able to help you guys this year to even do any better. I know we miss Colorado and are they coming back strong with the hope of beginning fundraising again.

Jon Coakley:

I haven't really received any information yet as far as when their conference calls are going to be. Other than that, I've been looking at the newsletter that came out, and there's nothing in there like the roundup used to have. So as soon as I get the information, I'll be happy to get on the call. But right now, as Lyle said, it was a great time in New Orleans, great hospitality by the fellows down there in Louisiana. And we hit a milestone, but we got a lot more to do, so we'll just keep doing what we do, raising money for child welfare.

Sandy Lipman:

The Central's off to a good start. I'm proud of Michigan's fundraising efforts as we've raised the most they've had in ages. We're up almost up to $10,000, so we're going good in the Central. We know Ohio will come in at the end of May when they have their convention. Usually if you sit around and look at the Central, we hold off, and then it gets into next year, it gets closer and closer to the goal, the end. 

I do have packets I'm giving out to the guys that are here from the Central, and I'll send out some other stuff to them via email. 

The $10 million was great, and the luncheon was more than we expected, I think, when they came through on it. I just wish it had lasted a little bit longer, and had been timed a little differently, because some people didn't get it.
	Reports of Members cotinued2671097: John Sansoucie: Presented by Chairman Nave

The Western region is the little engine that could. Arizona last year truly busted records last year with the money they raised, and the Western region in general. You know, they're very energetic, they're very enthusiastic in what they do, and moving forward into this next year, I'm expecting the western region to continue with that energy and enthusiasm they have done for each year. 

Chairman Nave:

As of today, we have $96,759 that have been donated year-to-date. 42 out of 55 detachments have donated already, which is amazing, this early in the year. Compared to last year, we were at $103,000, but we're only $7,000 behind last year, which was a banner year where we raised $494,000. So we are definitely off to a good start, gentlemen. 

Old business:

The $10 million celebration. A lot of work went in between our committee with Kevin Mook, Bill Hill was involved in that also. I thank the committee for helping in designing the coin that became the $10 million coin. I'm hoping everybody enjoyed yourself because we wanted it to be a celebration that was about the Blue Caps. 

This year, we received 210 grant applications this year. The CWF board did the initial review of the 210, and they gave the CWF committee here 25 submissions to review. We got those in early September, and we met earlier in the week to decide on what we're selecting. We selected six nonprofit organizations to be awarded, and they are the Gift of Adoption, the Herman Pudlak Syndrome Network, Camp Coral, Camp Hope Foundation, and the National Children of Cancer Society, and American Kidney Foundation.

Commander Navarrete:

Thank you for everything that you guys do. I know you hear that a lot but I want you to know that in the very short time that we've already been here, we've met with Legion leadership and discussed items around CWF specifically the amount of money that we raise where that money goes and how we're a part of that say so. 

Mission statement from 2018:

Established in 1954, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository of funds from individuals who wish to contribute to the betterment of the children of our country. Our foremost philanthropic priority is to contribute to the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of the children and youth by aiding progress in the field of child welfare through dissemination of knowledge about research, studies, surveys, projects, or by supporting programs and activities benefiting the welfare of children and youth. Not all American children grow up inside the comfortable definition of a normal childhood development. For thousands each day, thousands each day is a challenge marked by pain, prayer, and preservation. Many of these children require specialized care. To overcome these obstacles, they need help from you and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.



	New Business2681098: Chairman Nave:

The awards dinner will take place this weekend.

We would like to to request that Detachments submit their chairmen to their regional representative. 

Encourage our squadrons to submit their application for the 100% Per Capita banner.

Merchandise for sale:

First thing up is we have a 20 ounce tumbler, this is going for $15. We have the black and the red CWF aprons, which are going for $25. We have the CWF 70th anniversary dog tags, which are going for I believe $10. We have some leftover portable phone chargers from previous years. We're basically taking a donation, they told us to get rid of them.

We have previous year shirts, not the shirts that they had in 2019, they had the American Legion logo on them.

We also still have the $10,000,000 coins, for $10.00. 

Sandy Lipman presented the file he made up for the central region and will make it available by PDF to be sent to those who request it.
	Resolutions2691099: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good2701100: 
Jeff Hicks - National Americanism Chairman:

I just want to mention that I was invited to speak at the National Combined American Legion American Conference last weekend here in Indianapolis. It was the auxiliary, and the SAL was invited too. The chairman of the Children and Youth Committee for the Legion Chairman Petit from Louisiana, really wanted to have the SAL represented there, so I appreciate him doing that. IThe more we share ideas, the better off we can be. We did include CWF, all the fundraising efforts in that presentation, thanks to Joe Lohman from Children and Youth who helped put that slide deck together. But I will say at the end of the presentation, the Americanism Chairman from the Legion, Mark Avis from Massachusetts, he was impressed. He said he learned a lot that he didn't realize that the SAL does.

	Motion to Adjourn2711101: 
	End Time2721102: 
	Commission or Committee Name2741103: Finance Commission
	Meeting Date2751104: 10/05/2024
	Meeting Time2761105: 8:00
	Meeting Type2771106: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details2781107: 
	In-Person Meeting Details2791108: Indianapolis Fall NEC 2024
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	Member1 Attendance2841113: 
	Member1 Name2851114: 
	Member2 Attendance2861115: 
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	Scribe Name3081137: 
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	Consultant3 Name3141143: 
	Consultant4 Attendance3151144: 
	Consultant4 Name3161145: 
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	Consultant5 Name3181147: 
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	Consultant7 Attendance3211150: 
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	NEC Liaison1 Attendance3231152: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name3241153: David Hanson
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	NEC Liaison3 Attendance3271156: 
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	NEC Liaison5 Name3321161: 
	Guests3331162: William Kelly (FL), Jason Pepe (PA), Ray McDonald (PA), Kevin O'Connell (IL), Jeremy Revell (VT), David Mennel (MI), Michael Walter (MO), Ray Jarvis (NY), Bill Hill (MD)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes3341163: N/A - previous minutes were approved at the 2024 Spring NEC. 
	Reports of Members3351164: Jeff Van Horn - Budget is reconciled through June 2024. 
	Reports of Members cotinued3361165: 
	New Business3371166: None. 
	Resolutions3381167: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good3391168: None. 
	Motion to Adjourn3401169: Van Horn
	End Time3411170: 8:35
	Commission or Committee Name3431171: Convention  and Meetings Committee
	Meeting Date3441172: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time3451173: 7:30 pm
	Meeting Type3461174: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details3471175: 
	In-Person Meeting Details3481176: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance3491177: P
	Chairman Name3501178: Blair Miles (AL)
	Vice Chairman Attendance3511179: P
	Vice Chairman Name3521180: Timothy VanPatten, II (NY)
	Member1 Attendance3531181: P
	Member1 Name3541182: Clifford Hall (GA)
	Member2 Attendance3551183: P
	Member2 Name3561184: Grerard Sambets (FL)
	Member3 Attendance3571185: P
	Member3 Name3581186: Tommy Vasser, Jr. (LA)
	Member4 Attendance3591187: A
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	Other1 Attendance3621190: P
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	Other2 Attendance3651193: A
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	Other3 Name3691197: Walter Natwl
	Other4 Position3701198: Member
	Other4 Attendance3711199: P
	Other4 Name3721200: Gary Winter
	Other5 Position3731201: 
	Other5 Attendance3741202: 
	Other5 Name3751203: 
	Scribe Attendance3761204: P
	Scribe Name3771205: Allen Watry (WI)
	Consultant1 Attendance3781206: P
	Consultant1 Name3791207: Don Allison
	Consultant2 Attendance3801208: 
	Consultant2 Name3811209: 
	Consultant3 Attendance3821210: 
	Consultant3 Name3831211: 
	Consultant4 Attendance3841212: 
	Consultant4 Name3851213: 
	Consultant5 Attendance3861214: 
	Consultant5 Name3871215: 
	Consultant6 Attendance3881216: 
	Consultant6 Name3891217: 
	Consultant7 Attendance3901218: 
	Consultant7 Name3911219: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance3921220: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name3931221: Bryan Hine (TN)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance3941222: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name3951223: Gary Lang (OH)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance3961224: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name3971225: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance3981226: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name3991227: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance4001228: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name4011229: 
	Guests4021230: Camille LaJeanne Jr - LA

Jon Coakley II - OH

Jason Roberts - GA

Daniel F Maurin - LA

Joseph Guidice - NY
	Reading of the Previous Minutes4031231: Note were published, approved as published
	Reports of Members4041232: - Tim – schematics and room assignments will be part of the walk around, Kevin Mook can provide or google floor plans



- Tommy/Camille – can only sell pins inside the Convention Room



- Allen – looking forward as to being a part of the committee



- Cliff – on the right track, like the fact Florida is already running, get someone from Florida/Committee to the Walk Thru.  Remember to look at the area and "guess” what families/attendees will want to do



- Gerard – has the Strategic Plan (past) for the items which Florida will be responsible for.  They are already working hard on these.  They are working towards/against a timeline which will be shared at a later date (next meeting).  Set-up to make key decisions at the Fall DEC



- New York Consultants – Nothing to add



- Texas Consultants – great start, keep it going.



- NEC consultants – ensure next meetings are sent out



- Don – Just ask if help is needed


	Reports of Members cotinued4051233: 
	New Business4061234: Introduction of Committee/Structure

-  Included as part of the Role Call

- Will send out updated list after Fall NEC



Duties of Committee

-  Florida and Louisiana will work together to work through the Detachment Items, per the Strategic Plans (Pins, Fri Night Social, others).  Kentucky will participate to prepare for the next Convention.

- Florida is well on their way, Florida Legion Family fully engaged and working together on many details and coordination.

-  Florida looking to take on what LA did and more for hospitality

-  Working on a Pin/Coin, includes a Contest within the Detachment for designs.  Sold about 1275 pins at LA Convention total, around 775 via mail and rest were at Convention.  Handed out around 1000 Beads for each color.

 - Think about what is going on in the areas also (Baseball, Football, etc)



Team members from New York should bring the desire of Leading Candidate to the committee to try to incorporate.



Team members from Texas are here learning for the Trailing Candidate



The remaining 5 committee members are longer term to deal with the flow of the Convention and Committees it runs smoothly (- the meetings)

 - CONA Request –  the focus of this is to make sure the Standing Rules are being followed and maintained.

-  IA Request - Looking to make a Standard Operating Procedure Template for future years.  Become the standard template for planning on future conventions.


	Resolutions4071235: No.

Title:

Origin:

Motion:

Maker:

Second:

Discussion:

Disposition:
	For the Good4081236: 
	Motion to Adjourn4091237: Timothy VanPatten II
	End Time4101238: 8:05
	Commission or Committee Name4121239: Membership Training and Development
	Meeting Date4131240: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time4141241: 7:30 PM
	Meeting Type4151242: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details4161243: 
	In-Person Meeting Details4171244: Fall NEC 2024 - Sheraton, Indianapolis, IN. 
	Chairman Attendance4181245: P
	Chairman Name4191246: Mike Cotten (DE)
	Vice Chairman Attendance4201247: P
	Vice Chairman Name4211248: Shawn Davis (MN)
	Member1 Attendance4221249: P
	Member1 Name4231250: Mark Kilstrom (CO)
	Member2 Attendance4241251: P
	Member2 Name4251252: Raymond Jarvis (NY)
	Member3 Attendance4261253: P
	Member3 Name4271254: Scott Baker (PA)
	Member4 Attendance4281255: P
	Member4 Name4291256: Michael Obremski (MD)
	Other1 Position4301257: 
	Other1 Attendance4311258: 
	Other1 Name4321259: 
	Other2 Position4331260: 
	Other2 Attendance4341261: 
	Other2 Name4351262: 
	Other3 Position4361263: 
	Other3 Attendance4371264: 
	Other3 Name4381265: 
	Other4 Position4391266: 
	Other4 Attendance4401267: 
	Other4 Name4411268: 
	Other5 Position4421269: 
	Other5 Attendance4431270: 
	Other5 Name4441271: 
	Scribe Attendance4451272: P
	Scribe Name4461273: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Consultant1 Attendance4471274: P
	Consultant1 Name4481275: Ron Roberts (MS)
	Consultant2 Attendance4491276: P
	Consultant2 Name4501277: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Consultant3 Attendance4511278: 
	Consultant3 Name4521279: 
	Consultant4 Attendance4531280: 
	Consultant4 Name4541281: 
	Consultant5 Attendance4551282: 
	Consultant5 Name4561283: 
	Consultant6 Attendance4571284: 
	Consultant6 Name4581285: 
	Consultant7 Attendance4591286: 
	Consultant7 Name4601287: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance4611288: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name4621289: Dennis George (NY)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance4631290: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name4641291: Robert Phillips (NJ)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance4651292: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name4661293: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance4671294: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name4681295: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance4691296: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name4701297: 
	Guests4711298: Ray Jarvis (NY), Mike Pook (WI), Bill Hollis (IL), Ray McDonald (PA), Jason Pepe (PA), Chris Cook (OK), PNC Kevin Collier (AK), PNC Jim Roberts (FL), Bill Kelly (FL), Bob Phillips (NJ), Mike Kirschener (CO) Gene Theroux (NY), PNC Cook (OK), PNC David Stevens (IN), Brian Gano (WV), Martie Roberts (AR), Lukasz Marsden (NJ)


	Reading of the Previous Minutes4721299: Motion to accept previously distributed minute made by Scott Baker, Mark Killstrom seconded. Passes 
	Reports of Members4731300: Chairman Cotten addresses that the Spring SAL NEC will have 4 modules:
	•	Public speaking
	•	SAL Basic
	•	Resolution
	•	SAL Awards
	•	MyLegion training will be offered by The American Legion
 
Commanders training will be offered at National Convention. $300 stipend, and must have submitted Officer certification form prior to convention.
 
Chris Cook (OK) asks that we promote the nomination sheet for Commissions and Committees so more members are aware of this form.
 
PNC Jim Roberts (FL) wondered about status of SAL U. Answers that the resolution is still pending.
 
Chair Cotton states MT&D is developing module for the library. If you have any content items to share, please reach out to a member to have us review and dd as appropriate.
 
Bill Kelly (FL) asks about status of Adjutant training. There were conflicts, and will be brought forward in the future.
 
Chairman Cotten announces that NEC training will follow the Saturday session of the NEC. All NEC are expected to attend.
 
Chris Cook (OK) Please coordinate with the new Convention and Meetings committee so all learning events can be schedule appropriately.

There was nothing for good and betterment

Prayer
Close - 1850




	Reports of Members cotinued4741301: Summery of previous dicsussion and activites 
	• September 2 2024
	• August 5 2024
	• July 1 2024
	• June 3, 2024
	• May 6, 2024
 
Summary of meetings.
	- Created mission statement.
	- What can MT&D do. Develop and standardize training.
	- Commanders Training at National Convention. About 40 attendees. Needs more time
            allocated. Plan on another one at next national convention,
	- Fall NEC Training. NEC Training. MyLegion Training
	- National Regional Informational Conference (NRIC). SAL has been invited to Denver on 
            November 16, and Boston on Februaruy 1st. Topics to be determined. Logistics to be 
            clarified. See attached flyer. 
	- Spring NEC. Submitted summary of proposed potential training for Spring NEC modules for 
            "SAL Short Courses" Public speaking, SAL Awards, Resolutions, SAL Basics. Request for      
            MyLegion training. 
	- AZ Squad 27, have them present their training to MT&D to see if and how we can assist or 
           find new topics to develop (technology).
	- SAL U Pilot. SAL U Pilot run. Training topics made into stand alone modules for future use. 
           Will be added to SAL Training Library. SAL U Resolution was submitted and multiple 
           discussion on status.
	- SAL Training library. Access set up to DropBox through Kevin Mook. Will need to review and 
           add them once reviewed. Then added to National Website.
	- NEC Training feedback. Captured and discussed. Main topics include:
	- Leadership - Under review.
	- SAL Basics - Under review.
	- How to find information - Content being developed. Work with Media and Communication on 
            this?
	- MyLegion - Handed by National American Legion staff.
	- Duties of Officers - Under review.
	- Membership and retention - Under review.
	- Squadron Adjutant training - Under review.
	- How to get youth involved - Gathering information to develop topic.
	- Public speaking - Under review.
	- Legion programs - Under review.
	- Awards - Presentation being developed pending manual documentation
	- SAL Blue Book (Commander and Adjutant Manual). Will look at adding this to the SAL 
           Training library.
  
 
National Regional Informational Conference (NRIC) 
https://web.cvent.com/event/3cfa1e02-2191-4597-b13d-60fbfb9c4d0a/summary?
	For the Good4751302:  None
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	Member1 Attendance4881316: E
	Member1 Name4891317: Jason Miller (MD)
	Member2 Attendance4901318: V
	Member2 Name4911319: Matthew Verkuilen (MN)
	Member3 Attendance4921320: P
	Member3 Name4931321: Lewis Elam (TX)
	Member4 Attendance4941322: 
	Member4 Name4951323: 
	Other1 Position4961324: NE Chair.
	Other1 Attendance4971325: P
	Other1 Name4981326: Jeremy Revell (VT)
	Other2 Position4991327: SE Chair.
	Other2 Attendance5001328: P
	Other2 Name5011329: Brian Hine (TN)
	Other3 Position5021330: Central Chair.
	Other3 Attendance5031331: P
	Other3 Name5041332: Steve Honigfort (OH)
	Other4 Position5051333: Midwest Chair.
	Other4 Attendance5061334: P
	Other4 Name5071335: Chris Casey (NE)
	Other5 Position5081336: West Chair.
	Other5 Attendance5091337: P
	Other5 Name5101338: Frank Meraz (CA)
	Scribe Attendance5111339: V
	Scribe Name5121340: Matthew Verkuillen (MN)
	Consultant1 Attendance5131341: P
	Consultant1 Name5141342: George Gray (GA)
	Consultant2 Attendance5151343: P
	Consultant2 Name5161344: Matthew Krupco (KS)
	Consultant3 Attendance5171345: P
	Consultant3 Name5181346: Jim Walters (PA)
	Consultant4 Attendance5191347: 
	Consultant4 Name5201348: 
	Consultant5 Attendance5211349: 
	Consultant5 Name5221350: 
	Consultant6 Attendance5231351: 
	Consultant6 Name5241352: 
	Consultant7 Attendance5251353: 
	Consultant7 Name5261354: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance5271355: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name5281356: Mark Chaney (OC)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance5291357: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name5301358: Juan Cruz (PR)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance5311359: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name5321360: Terry Hanson (SD)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance5331361: P
	NEC Liaison4 Name5341362: Joseph Roberts (AZ)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance5351363: P
	NEC Liaison5 Name5361364: Jack Youngs (ID)
	Guests5371365: National Commander: Joseph Navarrete (NM) 
NVC Northeast: Robert Manzo (MD)
NVC Southeast: John Lawrence (LA) 
NVC Central: Harl "Butch" Ray (IL) 
NVC Midwest: Mike Monserud (IA) 
NVC West: Dan Ashley (AZ)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes5381366: Chairman VerStreate relayed information presented to them at the previous meetings pertaining to notes versus minutes. There were no official minutes from the previous meeting presented.
	Reports of Members5391367: Recruitment (Lewis Elam/George Gray, Consultant):
“Assignment 1: As a core part of the workshop, each Commission and Committee in attendance is to turn in a list of ideas that a Squadron-Detachment can use to promote and execute American Legion Family Day held each year in April. 10 Ideas from each Commission/Committee are required.” This should be a Community Outreach Project that celebrates the accomplishments of the Post entities and their contributions and importance in their post, community, state, and nation.
 
“The last Saturday of April is American Legion Family Day per Resolution No. 7, which posts are encouraged to open their doors to members of their community for the day.” It will be on Saturday, April 27, 2025.
 
Firsthand Observations of notable past events hosted by Posts:
    - Good Food for all and the old and young prepared by the Best Cooks with members offering side dishes to complement an afternoon Post Luncheon
    - Games for young and old and music if available that is appropriate
    - Invite all members and close relatives and friends to see the American Legion Family in action supporting one another and the community
    - Use flyers, posters, banners, and media to promote ALF Day at Post
    - Have a member-guest sign-in contact book to send thank you post cards
    - Possibly event recognition of these notable accomplishments
 
Elam’s Membership-Retention Experiences and Thoughts:
    I have been a District Commander going on 8 years. I have seen Sons come and go. It appears that we lose a significant number each year for many reasons. First, the Squadron (or Post) is not living up to their expectations and their reasons for joining. Secondly, most persons want to know that they are part of a group that is accomplishing set goals. Over the past several years, I came to realize that we must make it clear what being a member of a Squadron means. When I was told that every volunteer hour had a dollar value that put a whole new meaning about volunteering and feeling worthy and appreciated as a Son Volunteer.
    I have told the Sons of Texas be a “Hero and not a Zero”. All the things we each do can be reported on the
Consolidated Squadron Report which is combined with all the other Detachment Squadrons to be given a $
value that gets reported annually to our national government. If a Son does not renew then he has lost his
volunteer value that has convinced Congress in the past to support our Veterans which is our chartered
mission. This must be a priority.
    I have my 10 squadrons of the 5th District, Detachment of Texas, understanding their membership value and the true value of being a Son which is much more than the dues we pay. They have communicated it well to their membership. As a Division Commander, I have been extremely challenged to work through the chain of command to reach every Son. The Detachment of Texas this past year took a stronger proactive
communication approach about the value of being a Son. It has proven to be effective and successful. It is the Texas plan. Faced with 6,633 Squadrons in 55 Detachments, this is a formidable challenge which will require a united approach to communicate and get successful results. I have learned that action speaks louder than words; but we have to have both. I am also on the Detachment of Texas Membership Committee for a 2nd year to continue our efforts to have positive retention and recruitment results. Having Membership Engagement Teams and Buddy Check Teams does work. Please excuse my lengthy report. I do listen and welcome any commentary and support so I can be a positive contributor to our mission and goals.
	Reports of Members cotinued5401368: Retention (Jason Miller/Jack Youngs/Frank Meraz)
    As many of you have seen, the Sub-Committee has put together a one-page membership bulletin which was titled “Membership Matters”. The sample provided included items such as the quick renewal link, member engagement, member benefits etc. The suggestion was to put this information out on a bi-monthly basis via email, print and social media in hopes of reaching the blue cap members. Each Sub-Committee would be asked to submit short blurbs or information bullet points to include in the bi-monthly publication. With permission from IA the sample was disseminated, and a lot of great feedback was received. The post from my personal page was shared over 50 times and several Regions disseminated the information via email.
    The Sub-Committee is currently reviewing several publications already in place by the ALF in reference to Revitalization to put together a “simplified” guideline for Squadrons to follow when holding a revitalization. More information will be forthcoming.
    On a national level we are very close to hitting a 90 percent retention rate. We all must continue to remind Squadrons to reach out to those members who are now expired and get them back on board. It is vital that Squadrons keep all members informed and engaged throughout the year, not just when it’s time to renew.
    2024 Membership Cards EXPIRE December 31st. Continue to remind everyone of this deadline and urge them to renew. The quick renewal link is becoming a popular option for members to renew. (legion.org/sal-renew)
    In regard to American Legion Family Day the Post families should be urged to have a joint membership table or area to demonstrate the “family dynamic” of the American Legion. When available, a family should be asked to help cover this area and tell their story to potential members. Information such as the American Legion programs and impact reports should be displayed and made available to the public. The things we are doing on a National and local level are not being shared enough.
 
Awards (Casey Hanson/Terry Hanson)
During the October 1st M&SA Committee business meeting, the following was discussed and passed:
    1) On the top of the Recruiter of The Year and Blue Brigade award form, change the word ENROLLED to SIGNED UP. SIGNED UP is more definitive, as ENROLLED has caused confusion in the past. Also, on the second page where each recruited new member is listed, on the bottom of the page it asks for Department, Detachment, and Squadron officials signatures to sign off on. It was passed that the wording right below that be added and say "With the signatures of the officers above, we are verifying the said applicant has done the work to recruit the listed members, themselves". This holds the department, detachment, and squadrons more accountable for making sure the members are actually doing the work.
    2) The committee has voted to leave the Recruiter of The Year and Blue Brigade forms as is and separate for this year with the further study of aligning the same criteria cutoff date, with possibly linking the awards at that point. No action needed further on this.
    3) It was voted to move the minimum requirement of members recruited to 50 for the Recruiter of The Year award, to create more differential from the Blue Brigade and keep it a TOP PRESTIGIOUS AWARD, and also align with the Legion's Gold Brigade award, which is a minimum of 50.
 
Chairman VerStreate commented that the awards manual is currently still in the works and is actively moving forward under Internal Affairs. Additionally, once IRA pins are received, he will be sending them out to the regional reps while keeping a reserve in case more are needed. The new award forms will be on the website shortly.
 
A motion was made by Jeremy Revell and seconded by Steve Honigfort to accept the recommendations of the committee related to the awards as specified above. The motion carried after a majority affirmative vote by the voting members of the committee.
	Reports of Members cotinued_21369: Commercial (Chris Casey/George Gray):
    Last year’s commercial was outstanding and we are looking toward another commercial to be released once it is determined how to approach to the focus of the commercial. The current commercial is still available, however we need to find ways to continue to share them as well as find analytics around the reach the commercial has.
    A recommendation was presented from Bill Hill of Internal Affairs to engage the Public Relations as how to best disseminate this information.
 
Workshops (Matthew Krupco):
    This year I plan to reach out to the membership chairmen of all the Detachments and ask them to provide me with at least one area they feel their Detachment needs extra help or training to do with membership &/or squadron activities. I will use their responses to prioritize a list of workshops that the squadrons across the nation need most.
    Assignment 1 Response (if I understand the assignment correctly): One of my biggest goals is to attract a younger generation to the American Legion Family. My wife and I have "preached" for several years that we are an organization that welcomes your kids, and we have tried our best to put our money where I mouth is by bringing our son to all kinds of events across the state and even nation. Bottom line, young people won't pay a baby-sitter so they can go volunteer, therefore they need to feel comfortable bringing their kids to things, and their kids need to enjoy themselves to keep them coming back and keep their parents coming back. That said, family day should advertise and have things for all ages, from babies to grandparents. In Kansas for our family fun day, we had bounce houses, face painting, balloon animals, games, crafts, and snacks for the younger kids. For the older kids and adults, we had a dunk tank where Department and Detachment leadership got dunked to raise money for a certain cause. We also had a corn hole tournament, a photobooth, an auction, door prizes, and lots of good food. Any kind of activity to get people in the door so they can see how much fun being a member of our organization is, is the right kind of activity. Keep in mind flyers and other advertisement doesn't need to be all inclusive. If you are sending a flyer to the local school, it should include the things for the kids, while a social media advertisement should maybe feature adult activities. It's okay to have multiple flyers and posts about the event, just know your audience.
 
Chairman VerStreate mentioned that all current workshops had been moved to the Member Training & Development Committee.
 
Remarks from National Vice Commanders:
    NVC Northeast Robert Manzo (MD): Build upon this year and get up to 400K members. Get the word out of the good job, keep pushing the word down and get that word down to the squadrons. Encourage you to keep working hard.
    NVC Southeast: John Lawrence (LA): The SE region is #1 right now. Would like everyone to keep in their thoughts and prayers those impacted by Hurricane Helene. Email went out from national emphasizing donations of funds to help support that area. Chairman Verstreate also emphasized pushing the NEF application and keeping membership up so they are eligible for that fund.
    NVC Central: Harl "Butch" Ray (IL): Make people excited about what we do, our mission, what we do for veterans and what we do for children. It’s going to be another big race this year. Please help us help each other by pushing membership and working the mission and get people excited.
	Reports of Members cotinued_2_F01370:     NVC Midwest: Mike Monserud (IA): We all know what we’re doing here and know we need to do our part. Last year there was a record number of NEF funds distributed. Be checking on that. Secondly, if you’re not hearing from squadrons, we need to go out and check on them early rather than waiting to April. Vice Commanders, NECs and Regional Reps are ready and willing to help. Detachments need an active plan to reach out to their squadrons. He has a challenge to each detachment he visits: what is going well? And then use that to encourage other detachments.
    NVC West: Dan Ashley (AZ): Reminded that we have the IRAs, Recruiter of the Year, and Blue Brigade and we need to push them. We are here to help however you need.
 
Remarks from Regional Reps:
    Brian Hine (Southeast) – comments were difficult to understand due to technical issues on the recording.
    Jeremy Revell (Northeast) – the Northeast starts slow and are making some headway. Currently at 17%. Only region with every detachment over 100% for 2024.
    Steven Honigfort (Central) - Doing a great job, only 2.2% away from 25% goal. So many people that like paper transmittals and do not like electronic transmittals. There is a lot of people that are still “old-fashioned”. Communication is a big thing. So many people didn’t know that they exist. Good to show at conventions to get the word out.
    Chris Casey (Midwest) – Midwest is doing good. Added Minnesota to the region this year, we have seen that it takes a little while to get moving. Other comments were difficult to understand due to technical issues on the recording.
    Frank Meraz (West): Currently 3% from 25% goal.
 
Remarks from Consultants:
    George Gray – no report
    Matthew Krupco – no additional report
    Jimmy Walters – no additional report
 
Remarks from NEC Liaisons:
    Mark Chaney (OR) – Everyone has been doing a great job. Goals this year are higher for a reason and that is to achieve 401K members. We are currently 4,000 members ahead of this time last year.
    Jack Youngs (ID) – A lot of fresh blood is bringing new ideas to the SAL. It’s worth taking time to hear some of these ideas.
    Juan Cruz (PR) – no report
    Terry Hanson (SD) – He and Casey live behind a rule. Behind every success is an effort . Behind every effort is a passion. Behind every passion, is someone with the courage to try. And that is what it is all about… TRY. We need to try harder and keep trying.
    Joseph Roberts (AZ) – Keep up the great work.
	New Business5411371:     Steve Thomas (Detachment of Oklahoma), and Chris Cook (NEC – Oklahoma) mentioned that they have a lot of passionate commanders who are also stepping into multiple roles at the Detachment level. The Squadron Commander of the Year Award is for Squadron Commander only and not higher. Would like to request that the committee consider removing the stipulation of “holds no higher office than Squadron Commander” from award.
    NEC Bill Kelly brought up the difficulties with the Consolidated Squadron Report to this committee as the committee includes Squadron Activities. Bill Hill from Internal Affairs confirmed that it is being addressed under the Internal Affairs Committee.
    NVC Lawrence asked about having the ability to have a member add how they are eligible as part of the national database. Per Bill Hill from Internal Affairs, due to the restriction of personal data, this is not allowed in the database as the eligibility is verified at the local level.
	Resolutions5421372: No.
Title:    Detachment Recruitment Award
Origin:    National Membership and Squadron Activities Committee
Motion:    Accept the resolution
Maker:    Jeremy Revell (VT)
Second:    Steven Honigfort (OH)
Discussion:
 
WHEREAS, membership is the lifeblood of the organization, and the recruitment of new members by all Detachments should be recognized at the national level; and
 
WHEREAS, the "Detachment Recruitment Award” was designed to follow the categories of the
Houghton Award; and
 
RESOLVED, by the Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee assembled in
Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 5-6, 2024, that Resolution 7-Spring 2019 Detachment Recruitment
Award should be automatically amended in the future to align with the categories of the Arthur D.
Houghton Award; and be it further
 
RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately following the acceptance of this resolution by The American Legion and Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee, to be awarded at the 2025 Sons of The American Legion National Convention in Tampa, Florida.
 
    The changes in the resolution were related to verbiage only and related to the award categories being automatically amended and aligned with the Arthur D. Houghton Award to make changes easier in the future.
Disposition:    The motion carried without objection.
	For the Good5431373: 
	Motion to Adjourn5441374: Jeremy Revell (VT); second by Steven Honigfort (OH)
	End Time5451375: 19:00
		2024-10-05T10:08:22-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Daryl VerStreate, Jr.
	I am approving this document


	Commission or Committee Name5481377: Legislative Commission
	Meeting Date5491378: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time5501379: 19:30
	Meeting Type5511380: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details5521381: 
	In-Person Meeting Details5531382: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance5541383: P
	Chairman Name5551384: Bernie Kessler (OH)
	Vice Chairman Attendance5561385: P
	Vice Chairman Name5571386: David Lee (NY)
	Member1 Attendance5581387: P
	Member1 Name5591388: Richard Humphrey (CO)
	Member2 Attendance5601389: P
	Member2 Name5611390: Charles Curtis (CA)
	Member3 Attendance5621391: P
	Member3 Name5631392: Wayne Madson (IL)
	Member4 Attendance5641393: 
	Member4 Name5651394: [vacant]
	Other1 Position5661395: 
	Other1 Attendance5671396: 
	Other1 Name5681397: 
	Other2 Position5691398: 
	Other2 Attendance5701399: 
	Other2 Name5711400: 
	Other3 Position5721401: 
	Other3 Attendance5731402: 
	Other3 Name5741403: 
	Other4 Position5751404: 
	Other4 Attendance5761405: 
	Other4 Name5771406: 
	Other5 Position5781407: 
	Other5 Attendance5791408: 
	Other5 Name5801409: 
	Scribe Attendance5811410: P
	Scribe Name5821411: Wayne Madson (IL)
	Consultant1 Attendance5831412: 
	Consultant1 Name5841413: 
	Consultant2 Attendance5851414: 
	Consultant2 Name5861415: 
	Consultant3 Attendance5871416: 
	Consultant3 Name5881417: 
	Consultant4 Attendance5891418: 
	Consultant4 Name5901419: 
	Consultant5 Attendance5911420: 
	Consultant5 Name5921421: 
	Consultant6 Attendance5931422: 
	Consultant6 Name5941423: 
	Consultant7 Attendance5951424: 
	Consultant7 Name5961425: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance5971426: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name5981427: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance5991428: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name6001429: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance6011430: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name6021431: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance6031432: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name6041433: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance6051434: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name6061435: 
	Guests6071436: 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes6081437: There being no objections, Chairman Kessler declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members6091438: Wayne Madson (IL) made a motion to approve the Commission's mission statement, seconded by Richard Humphrey (CO). The motion carried.
 
Chairman Kessler reported that the Commission is still in need of a representative from the Southeast region.
 
The Washington Conference will be March 2, 2025.
    For the wreath laying, we will leave from the Hilton for the World War II Memorial first, then visit the Vietnam Wall / Korean War Memorial, then Arlington and the Tomb of the Unknowns, with a return to the Hilton.
    David Lee will be confirming the wreath and tram prices at Arlington.
    Chairman Kessler will contact Ace about the box lunches, and the Hilton about a table to distribute the tickets.
    February 3rd is the deadline to order wreaths.
    We will check to see if the Samsung Scholarship winners will be laying wreaths as well.
 
Voter Voice - Keep spreading the word to have members sign up.
	Reports of Members cotinued6101439: 
	New Business6111440: American Legion Executive Director James Baca addressed the Commission. He mentioned that if you know of someone that has a personal connection with a Congressman or Senator to contact the Legion's council with that information.
 
David Lee - Books for kids like Vision by Jack miller maybe tap into the Youth Academy with this.
	Resolutions6121441: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good6131442: 
	Motion to Adjourn6141443: Wayne Madson (IL)
	End Time6151444: 20:14
		2024-10-05T08:50:24-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Bernie Kessler
	I am approving this document


	Commission or Committee Name6181446: Public Media Communications Commission
	Meeting Date6191447: 10/05/2024
	Meeting Time6201448: 8:00
	Meeting Type6211449: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details6221450: 
	In-Person Meeting Details6231451: Meridian East, LL Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel
	Chairman Attendance6241452: P
	Chairman Name6251453: Kevin Chaplin - VA
	Vice Chairman Attendance6261454: P
	Vice Chairman Name6271455: Joseph Guidice - NY
	Member1 Attendance6281456: P
	Member1 Name6291457: Doug Evans - KS
	Member2 Attendance6301458: P
	Member2 Name6311459: Scott Williams - VA
	Member3 Attendance6321460: E
	Member3 Name6331461: Doug Heiser - IN
	Member4 Attendance6341462: 
	Member4 Name6351463: 
	Other1 Position6361464: PNC Liaison
	Other1 Attendance6371465: E
	Other1 Name6381466: David Faust
	Other2 Position6391467: Member
	Other2 Attendance6401468: E
	Other2 Name6411469: Brandon Roberts - GA
	Other3 Position6421470: Webmaster
	Other3 Attendance6431471: P
	Other3 Name6441472: Gene Theroux - MA
	Other4 Position6451473: Advisor
	Other4 Attendance6461474: E
	Other4 Name6471475: Andy Proffet
	Other5 Position6481476: Newsletter Editor
	Other5 Attendance6491477: E
	Other5 Name6501478: Rusty Meyers - NJ
	Scribe Attendance6511479: P
	Scribe Name6521480: Scott Williams
	Consultant1 Attendance6531481: 
	Consultant1 Name6541482: 
	Consultant2 Attendance6551483: 
	Consultant2 Name6561484: 
	Consultant3 Attendance6571485: 
	Consultant3 Name6581486: 
	Consultant4 Attendance6591487: 
	Consultant4 Name6601488: 
	Consultant5 Attendance6611489: 
	Consultant5 Name6621490: 
	Consultant6 Attendance6631491: 
	Consultant6 Name6641492: 
	Consultant7 Attendance6651493: 
	Consultant7 Name6661494: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance6671495: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name6681496: Joseph Guimond - UT
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance6691497: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name6701498: Bob Clark - WA
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance6711499: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name6721500: Jacob McCarty WV
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance6731501: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name6741502: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance6751503: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name6761504: 
	Guests6771505: Butch Ray, NVC - Central Region, Mark Natale - NJ, Matthew Kyoco (KS), Brian Gano (WV), Jim Roberts (PNC - FL), Victor Fisher (MI), Mike Pook (WI). 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes6781506: Approve Minutes from Spring NEC as distributed. Gene and Doug. Motion Carried. 
	Reports of Members6791507: Introduce new members and NEC Liaisons – Joseph Guidice, Scott Williams, Jacob McCarty and Bob Clark.
 
Moment of Silence – Jeff Vrabel, Sr.
 
Meeting Notes and Reports:
1. Report on Regional call assignments. 
  - Northeast – Gene Theroux - Spoke about information on Regional Calls. 
  - Southeast – Kevin Chaplin  - 
  - Central - Doug Heiser - Gives information from PMCC Meetings. Snapshots of Service and Videos of Service. 
  - Midwest – Doug Evans
  - Western – Kevin Chaplin
2. Review metrics to track increase or decrease in engagement. Legion is on all major Social Media Sites.
  a. Facebook
  b. E mail Newsletter - Steps to improve access to SAL Newsletter for all to access. 
  c. Millennium Newsletter - Chairman discussed metrics on Legion and SAL Social Media. Metrics need to improve for the SAL. 
3. Chairman Kevin Chaplin and National Newsletter Editor have been meeting with the National PMCC staff to promote the new National SAL Newsletter.
  - Changes to the location of the Millennium newsletter link in the emails. Separate email for SAL Millennium Newsletter. Augment how this information is distributed. Important Link Page with about 10 links included. 
  - The Legion has plans to add a section in The Legionnaire magazine to focus on the Sons.
  - In March and April, Kevin and Jeff Vrabel met with Jeff Stofer, Andy Proffet and other National PMCC staff members. 
4. National Newsletter – New National newsletter editor Rusty Meyers from the Detachment of NJ is the interim Editor in place of Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
 
Unfinished Business:
1. Resolution to change the deadline for Videos of Service to match the Snap Shots of Service. Discussed this Resolution. Chairman presented resolution to the Commission. Gene and Joe motioned to accept amended resolution. Motion carried.
	Reports of Members cotinued6801508: 
	New Business6811509: Review Goals
 
Tasks
1. Create Resolutions
  - Sons to adopt all the social media platforms that the Legion uses.
  - Add a newsletter subscribe link the Sons web page that allows anyone to opt-in without logging into MyLegion.org.
2. Need to update the important web links document. Most links are broken due to the web site update.
3. Review Mission and Vision statements. Report back at next meeting.
4. Determine options to distribute the Millennium via grassroots network.
  - National Directory
  - Detachment Officers
  - Detachment PR Chairmen
  - Other newsletter distribution lists.
5. Promote Legion Family Day, the last Saturday of April.
  - Contact each Committee and Commission Chairman for their list of ideas.
  - Compile the ideas into one list.
  - Post list on Facebook and send to all in email distribution.
  - Get this information posted on the national website.
6. Change the national contest forms.
  - Snap Shots of Service must include the model release forms.
  - Snap Shots of Service should include the contact information of who is submitting the form.
7. Establish meeting schedule 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm EST. Chairman will get an updated link for our Commission Meetings for the 2024-25 year.
	Resolutions6821510: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good6831511: Three Sons Videos created last year being shifted to PMCC.
	Motion to Adjourn6841512: Chairman Kevin Chaplin
	End Time6851513: 9:00AM
		2024-10-05T10:36:00-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Kevin Chaplin
	I am approving this document


	Commission or Committee Name6881515: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission
	Meeting Date6891516: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time6901517: 18:00
	Meeting Type6911518: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details6921519: 
	In-Person Meeting Details6931520: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance6941521: P
	Chairman Name6951522: Bruno Willilamson (IL)
	Vice Chairman Attendance6961523: P
	Vice Chairman Name6971524: Mark Fayer, Sr. (MD)
	Member1 Attendance6981525: E
	Member1 Name6991526: Eddy Seegers (TX)
	Member2 Attendance7001527: E
	Member2 Name7011528: Bill Sutterlin (OH)
	Member3 Attendance7021529: 
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	Member4 Attendance7041531: 
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	Other1 Attendance7071534: E
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	Other2 Attendance7101537: 
	Other2 Name7111538: 
	Other3 Position7121539: 
	Other3 Attendance7131540: 
	Other3 Name7141541: 
	Other4 Position7151542: 
	Other4 Attendance7161543: 
	Other4 Name7171544: 
	Other5 Position7181545: 
	Other5 Attendance7191546: 
	Other5 Name7201547: 
	Scribe Attendance7211548: P
	Scribe Name7221549: Scott Thornton (OH)
	Consultant1 Attendance7231550: 
	Consultant1 Name7241551: 
	Consultant2 Attendance7251552: 
	Consultant2 Name7261553: 
	Consultant3 Attendance7271554: 
	Consultant3 Name7281555: 
	Consultant4 Attendance7291556: 
	Consultant4 Name7301557: 
	Consultant5 Attendance7311558: 
	Consultant5 Name7321559: 
	Consultant6 Attendance7331560: 
	Consultant6 Name7341561: 
	Consultant7 Attendance7351562: 
	Consultant7 Name7361563: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance7371564: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name7381565: Nick Arceo (CO)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance7391566: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name7401567: Steve Pintarich (CT)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance7411568: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name7421569: John Meacham (MT)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance7431570: E
	NEC Liaison4 Name7441571: Gary Swanlund (WY)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance7451572: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name7461573: 
	Guests7471574: 
	Reading of the Previous Minutes7481575: There being no objections, Chairman Williamson declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members7491576: Member's Projects - Chairman Williamson had earlier asked the members to pick a VA&R project promote this year. Bruno – possibly the NVCAF care givers program; Eddy – a PTSD program in Texas called Camp Hope that is gaining some traction nationwide; Buster – Honor Flight.
 
Areas of Responsibility – V/C Mark Fayer - East Region; Eddy Seegars – Southeast Region; Bill Sutterlin – Central. The members that are appointed after the fall NEC will be assigned the Midwest & West Regions.
 
2024 Resolutions – the commission submitted 3 resolutions to the spring NEC. 1) changing the Rigsby award to include all VA&R volunteering. Not just VAVS volunteering. This resolution Passed at the NEC. Resolutions: 2) donation of $5000 from the reserve fund towards Operation Comfort Warriors; 3) donation of $5000 from our line item in our budget for National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Both were held by TAL for further study. In conversations with our National Liaison Kevin Mook; at the National Convention in New Orleans, TAL finance commission met in the spring prior to our spring 2024 NEC meeting. Which means that these 2 resolutions will not be decided on until the spring 2025 meeting of TAL finance commission. That said, moving forward we need to start submitting resolutions in the fall if we are requesting funds.
 
Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) - Our records show that we have Representation in 46 Veteran Affairs Medical Centers (VAMC’s). Chairman Williamson's goal for the 2025 year is to be in 60 VAMC’s.
 
Resolutions – At the Charlotte convention a couple of years ago, a Detachment brought a resolution to convention that the good works of working with Homeless Veterans through donations & volunteer hour should be able to be shown on the Consolidate Squadron Report (CSR). And that these line items be put under the VA&R portion of the CSR. This needs to be corrected, because this is a program of VE&E. This may take a resolution to make it happen.
 
Washington Conference – March 2 – 5, 2025, since this is the only time we physically meet the whole commission will be getting a call.  Bruno also spoke on possibly doing something besides sitting the entire meetings & leaving after the lunch break to go the DC VA and or Fisher House. The chairman noted that he has done this in the past. 
 
The meeting rounded out with some general discussion: NEC John Meacham mentioned the amount of info he has been receiving & that it was 20 years before he found out he was entitled to a service dog. NEC Steve Pintarich asked about a program the ALA in Connecticut spoke on about buddy checks that you could claim VAVS hrs. The Chairman thought that they were talking about the VA’s Compassionate Contact Corp program. Steve asked if you could do just the CCC training or if you to go through the whole on boarding prosses like Reps & Regularly Scheduled (RS) volunteers go through. Bruno did not have an answer, and he was going to contact his CDCE Chief at his VA. Steve said he would ask his also.
Bruno ended the meeting by reminding everyone that we have a National Facebook site & to also look into taking the Be The One training in conjunction with Columbia University. (The schedule is on our FB site) It is a 90-minute training session. Bruno attended the session on September 19th. And you can of course take the V.A. SAVE training.

	Reports of Members cotinued7501577: Our 2024 Rigsby award winner from New Jersey is Martin Widmer an 18 year old who did some amazing work for our Veterans.
 
National Advisory Committee (NAC) – the NAC is a Federally mandated committee of over 100 VSO’s from across the country that bring recommendations for the betterment of our Veterans to the secretary of Veterans Affairs. Because of our standing in our VAMC’s the SONS are a voting member of the NAC. More importantly the recommendations come from the 25-member Executive Board of which the SONS are a part of.
	New Business7511578: Our next Zoom call will be later this month - details to be provided to the Commission members once known.
	Resolutions7521579: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good7531580: 
	Motion to Adjourn7541581: 
	End Time7551582: 
		2024-10-04T11:50:08-0400
	Toledo, Ohio, USA
	Bruno T. Williamson
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	Commission or Committee Name7581584: Veterans Employment and Education Commission
	Meeting Date7591585: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time7601586: 5:30 PM
	Meeting Type7611587: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details7621588: 
	In-Person Meeting Details7631589: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel, Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance7641590: P
	Chairman Name7651591: James Coates (NY)
	Vice Chairman Attendance7661592: P
	Vice Chairman Name7671593: James Stewart (DE)
	Member1 Attendance7681594: E
	Member1 Name7691595: Fred Vaccarella (VA)
	Member2 Attendance7701596: E
	Member2 Name7711597: William Stem (MD)
	Member3 Attendance7721598: E
	Member3 Name7731599: James Noble (NJ)
	Member4 Attendance7741600: E
	Member4 Name7751601: Dennis Henkemeyer (MN)
	Other1 Position7761602: 
	Other1 Attendance7771603: 
	Other1 Name7781604: 
	Other2 Position7791605: 
	Other2 Attendance7801606: 
	Other2 Name7811607: 
	Other3 Position7821608: 
	Other3 Attendance7831609: 
	Other3 Name7841610: 
	Other4 Position7851611: 
	Other4 Attendance7861612: 
	Other4 Name7871613: 
	Other5 Position7881614: 
	Other5 Attendance7891615: 
	Other5 Name7901616: 
	Scribe Attendance7911617: P
	Scribe Name7921618: Robert Avery (NY)
	Consultant1 Attendance7931619: E
	Consultant1 Name7941620: Larry Weinzirl (MD)
	Consultant2 Attendance7951621: 
	Consultant2 Name7961622: 
	Consultant3 Attendance7971623: 
	Consultant3 Name7981624: 
	Consultant4 Attendance7991625: 
	Consultant4 Name8001626: 
	Consultant5 Attendance8011627: 
	Consultant5 Name8021628: 
	Consultant6 Attendance8031629: 
	Consultant6 Name8041630: 
	Consultant7 Attendance8051631: 
	Consultant7 Name8061632: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance8071633: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name8081634: Jon Kingston (TX)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance8091635: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name8101636: Eddie White (MT)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance8111637: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name8121638: Jacob McCarty (WV)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance8131639: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name8141640: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance8151641: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name8161642: 
	Guests8171643: William Shetz (LT)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes8181644: There being no objections, Chairman Coates declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published.
	Reports of Members8191645: We had a very successful Convention in New Orleans this past summer. We want to thank everyone who participated in our fund-raising campaign for an American Legion "BE THE ONE" Program to be determined by The American Legion Veterans Employment and Education Commission. Thanks to the efforts of Jim Noble, John Kingston, and John Mejia we were able to raise $1,096 for The American Legion Veterans Employment and & Education Commission towards a "BE THE ONE" Program. And thanks to the winner of the 50-50 because he donated his winnings, which took us over $1,000.

Now I would like to ask you all, if you had a squadron that submitted a Marvin Nay Award Application for a member of your detachment. And because we received one application this year, I would suggest to you that not all Detachments submitted an applicant. So, I would like to make a suggestion.

I suggest that every Detachment select a Marvin Nay Award winner every year. From applicants selected from your squadrons and award them (you determine what the award is for your detachment). And I would further suggest that every Detachment then submit their winner to the National VE&E Commission, which will then select one of those applicants as a National VE&E Marvin Nay Award winner. This process will not only recognize our people, it will help spread the word on the activities we are doing.

This year we are also being asked to treat American Legion Family Day as a day to invite the community into our Posts and share with them our American Legion Family accomplishments within our Communities, State, and Nation.

Let them know what The American Legion is truly all about at all levels of our organization. This can be done through static displays, information boards, field trips and a variety of other means.

And if you need help, just talk to any Commission or Committee Chairman or Vice Chairman who sat in on our sessions all day on Thursday.



	Reports of Members cotinued8201646: 
	New Business8211647: 
	Resolutions8221648: No.
Title:
Origin:
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Discussion:
Disposition:
	For the Good8231649: 
	Motion to Adjourn8241650: 
	End Time8251651: 
		2024-10-04T18:04:53-0400
	James Coates


	Commission or Committee Name8281653: Subcommittee on Resolutions
	Meeting Date8291654: 10/04/2024
	Meeting Time8301655: 15:55
	Meeting Type8311656: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details8321657: 
	In-Person Meeting Details8331658: Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel - Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance8341659: P
	Chairman Name8351660: Ned Fox (CA)
	Vice Chairman Attendance8361661: P
	Vice Chairman Name8371662: Brandon Curry (KY)
	Member1 Attendance8381663: P
	Member1 Name8391664: Mark McCue (MA)
	Member2 Attendance8401665: V
	Member2 Name8411666: Steve Ward (KS)
	Member3 Attendance8421667: E
	Member3 Name8431668: Camille LeJeune, Jr. (LA)
	Member4 Attendance8441669: E
	Member4 Name8451670: Chris Sherman (WI)
	Other1 Position8461671: 
	Other1 Attendance8471672: 
	Other1 Name8481673: 
	Other2 Position8491674: 
	Other2 Attendance8501675: 
	Other2 Name8511676: 
	Other3 Position8521677: 
	Other3 Attendance8531678: 
	Other3 Name8541679: 
	Other4 Position8551680: 
	Other4 Attendance8561681: 
	Other4 Name8571682: 
	Other5 Position8581683: 
	Other5 Attendance8591684: 
	Other5 Name8601685: 
	Scribe Attendance8611686: P
	Scribe Name8621687: Ned Fox (CA)
	Consultant1 Attendance8631688: 
	Consultant1 Name8641689: 
	Consultant2 Attendance8651690: 
	Consultant2 Name8661691: 
	Consultant3 Attendance8671692: 
	Consultant3 Name8681693: 
	Consultant4 Attendance8691694: 
	Consultant4 Name8701695: 
	Consultant5 Attendance8711696: 
	Consultant5 Name8721697: 
	Consultant6 Attendance8731698: 
	Consultant6 Name8741699: 
	Consultant7 Attendance8751700: 
	Consultant7 Name8761701: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance8771702: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name8781703: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance8791704: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name8801705: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance8811706: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name8821707: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance8831708: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name8841709: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance8851710: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name8861711: 
	Guests8871712: Marc Cheney (OR); Frank Meraz, Jr. (CA)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes8881713: Previous meeting minutes  were approved. by acclamation.
	Reports of Members8891714: 
	Reports of Members cotinued8901715: 
	New Business8911716: 
	Resolutions8921717: Two resolutions were received from the National Adjutant's Office.
 
No.    SAL Resolution NEC2024-F1
Title:    Endorsement of Jon E. Kingston (TX) for National Vice Commander
Origin:    Detachment of Texas
Motion:    Receive and file the resolution.
Maker:    Brandon Curry (KY)
Second:    Steve Ward (KS)
Discussion:    none
Disposition:    Motion approved.
 
No.    SAL Resolution NEC2024-F2
Title:    Endorsement of Keith A. Murdough (NH) for National Commander
Origin:    Detachment of New Hampshire
Motion:    Receive and file the resolution.
Maker:    Brandon Curry (KY)
Second:    Mark McCue (MA)
Discussion:    One change to the third WHEREAS clause: remove Texas and replace with New Hampshire
Disposition:    Motion approved.
	For the Good8931718: 
	Motion to Adjourn8941719: Brandon Curry (KS); second by Mark McCue (MA)
	End Time8951720: 16:08
		2024-10-04T18:11:46-0400
	Indianapolis, IN, USA
	Nedley C. Fox
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	Commission or Committee Name1722: Americanism Commission
	Meeting Date1723: Sat., Oct. 5, 2024
	Meeting Time1724: 8:00 AM
	Meeting Type1725: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details1726: 
	In-Person Meeting Details1727: Fall 2024 NEC Meeting | Sheraton Hotel | Circle East, LL | Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance1728: P
	Chairman Name1729: Jeffrey E. Hicks (NJ)
	Vice Chairman Attendance1730: P
	Vice Chairman Name1731: Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS)
	Member1 Attendance1732: P
	Member1 Name1733: Michael Vozar (IL)
	Member2 Attendance1734: P
	Member2 Name1735: Daniel Maurin (LA)
	Member3 Attendance1736: P
	Member3 Name1737: Keith Murdough (NH)
	Member4 Attendance1738: P
	Member4 Name1739: Jesse Limanek (MA)
	Other1 Position1740: PNC Liaison
	Other1 Attendance1741: E
	Other1 Name1742: Danny Smith (NE)
	Other2 Position1743: 
	Other2 Attendance1744: 
	Other2 Name1745: 
	Other3 Position1746: 
	Other3 Attendance1747: 
	Other3 Name1748: 
	Other4 Position1749: 
	Other4 Attendance1750: 
	Other4 Name1751: 
	Other5 Position1752: 
	Other5 Attendance1753: 
	Other5 Name1754: 
	Scribe Attendance1755: 
	Scribe Name1756: Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS)
	Consultant1 Attendance1757: E
	Consultant1 Name1758: Chris Sherbourne (OK)
	Consultant2 Attendance1759: E
	Consultant2 Name1760: William Murphy, III (MA)
	Consultant3 Attendance1761: 
	Consultant3 Name1762: 
	Consultant4 Attendance1763: 
	Consultant4 Name1764: 
	Consultant5 Attendance1765: 
	Consultant5 Name1766: 
	Consultant6 Attendance1767: 
	Consultant6 Name1768: 
	Consultant7 Attendance1769: 
	Consultant7 Name1770: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance1771: E
	NEC Liaison1 Name1772: John Hook (NH)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance1773: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name1774: Charles Abrahamson (ID)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance1775: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name1776: Fran Riddell (HI)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance1777: A
	NEC Liaison4 Name1778: Carvin Chapman (MI)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance1779: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name1780: 
	Guests1781: PNC Joe Gladden (MD), Matthew Krepco (KS), PNC Neal Warnken (KS), NEC Paul Hayes (IL), NEC Joe Roberts (AZ), ANEC Chris Balsley (AZ), ANEC Casey Lenort (MN), ANEC Scott Baker (PA), Cmdr. Cliff Boyer (PA), NEC Carl Radosevkh (NM), NEC Steve England (VT), Tom Arista (TX), PNC Earl Ruftsky (MI), NEC Mike Holley (MI), NEC Stephen Pintarich (CT), Sean Deiter (PA), Sean Deiter, Jr. (PA), Cmdr. Andy Byers (IN), ANEC Charles Keith (WY), ANEC Bill Kuehner (TX), NEC Jon Kingston (TX), National SAL Parliamentarian Gary Leach (CA), TAL National Americanism Chairman Mark Avis (MA), CWF Chairman Mark Nave (PA), C&Y Acting Vice Chairman Jeff Trout (IL), Martin Widmer (NJ), and NEC Chris Cook (OK).    
	Reading of the Previous Minutes1782: Entertain the approval of Spring 2024 SAL NEC - Americanism Commission Meeting Minutes. There being no opposition, the Minutes were approved as published.  
	Reports of Committees1783: Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) Committee - Chairman Mark Nave (PA). Refer to CWF Committee Report in the Fall 2024 NEC Minutes Packet. Next Zoom meeting TBD. 

Children & Youth Committee - Chairman Joseph Lohman (MD) excused. Jeff Trout (IL) will substitute. Refer to C&Y Committee Report in the Fall 2024 NEC Minutes Packet. Next Zoom meeting to occur Monday, November 11, 2024, 7:00 PM EST.   
	Reports of Members1784: Greetings and Welcome - Chairman Hicks (NJ) warmly welcomed the attendees assembled. He was delighted to see the meeting room filled to capacity!  
 
Capture notes from Americanism meetings held since Spring 2024 NEC Meeting, but not to include the National Convention Americanism Committee Meeting:
 
Monday, August 19, 2024 (Zoom, 7:30 PM EDT) - Immediate Past Chairman Chris Casey (NE) presided. Prepared for National Convention in NOLA. Primary focus on Youth Academy. Reviewed status of 2023-2024 Americanism Goals. 
 
Monday, September 16, 2024 (Zoom, 7:00 PM EDT) - New Chairman Hicks (NJ) presided. Discussed meeting schedule for 2024-2025 year. CWF and C&Y Committee Reports given. VCF was discussed. Reviewed final outcome of 2023-24 Americanism Goals. Feedback on Youth Academy in NOLA. Assignments from Transition Meeting held in NOLA: Ten (10) Americanism ideas to promote American Legion Family Day (last Saturday in April), develop a Commission mission statement, and review/tweak the Roles, Responsibilities, and Expectations (RREs) of the Commission. Assignments due by Chairman/Vice Chairman Training Workshop on Thursday, October 3rd, at Fall 2024 NEC weekend. Chairman Hicks (NJ) invited to TAL Combined National Americansim Conference in Indianapolis, IN, weekend of September 27-29, 2024, to present on SAL C&Y activities at TAL National C&Y Conference, in substitute for SAL C&Y Chairman Lohman (MD), who could not attend due to work obligations. Prepared for Fall 2024 NEC weekend. Discussed potential ideas for Americanism Goals, 2024-25. Awareness of and begin plans for 250th Anniversary of signing of Declaration of Independence (July 2026). Awareness and promotion of National SAL Americanism Facebook Page. The need to submit Americanism articles to The Millenium and other SAL newsletters.     
 
Tuesday, September 24, 2024 (Zoom, 7:00 PM EDT) - Reviewed status of the Commission's and Committees' homework assignments for Chairmen Training Workshop at Fall 2024 NEC Meeting. Reviewed PowerPoint slide deck of SAL C&Y activities that Chairman Hicks (NJ) will present on September 28, 2024, at TAL Combined National Americanism Conference in Indy. Prepared for Fall 2024 NEC Meeting. Briefly discussed upcoming ALF Regional Information Conferences, 2024-25. SAL included at Boston (Feb. 1, 2025) and Denver (Nov. 16, 2024) sessions. SAL MT&D to teach. 
 
Chairman Hicks (NJ) - 
- 2024-25 Americanism Meeting schedule: 2024 - Nov. 18th, 2025 - Jan. 20th, Mar. 17th, May 19th, and July 21st. All meetings via Zoom starting at 7:00 PM Eastern Time. 
 
- New email address for Americanism Commission Chairman: natsalamer@gmail.com 
 
- SAL Americanism Page (Facebook): Chairman Hicks encouraged all in attendance to like and share the page to help spread the word about Americanism.
	Reports of Members cotinued1785: - Begin discussions to plan for the 250th Anniversary of Signing of Declaration of Independence (July 2026). Details to come. 
 
- Recap of TAL Combined National Americanism Conference, September 27-29, 2024: Chairman Hicks (NJ) spoke on SAL C&Y activities with the assistance of a PowerPoint presentation (30 minutes) co-created by SAL C&Y Chairman Joe Lohman (MD) at TAL C&Y National Conference held in conjunction with the Americanism Conference. Lots of great talking points were shared by attendees. Presentations will be shared by Stacy Cope on the national website once the Fall 2024 AL NEC meeting concludes. 
 
- Recap of Training Workshop for SAL National Chairmen/Vice Chairmen, October 3, 2024: Chairman Hicks (NJ) attended, along with C&Y Acting Vice Chairman Jeff Trout (IL). Topics of discussion included, but not limited to: Scribe training, team building, organization hierarchy, resolution writing, mission statements, RRE review and updating, along with sharing ideas to promote TAL Family Day.  
 
- Chairman Hicks (NJ) has been invited and plan to attend to give brief remarks at TAL Americanism Commission Meeting, October 7, 2024
 
- Announce NEC Liaisons for 2024-25 (take effect on Sunday, October 6, 2024): Hawaii (Francis "Fran" Riddell, Jr.), Illinois (Paul Hayes, Lead Liaison), New Mexico (Carl Radosevich), and Michigan (Mike Holley). 
 
- PNC Joe Gladden (MD) will be the Commission's new PNC Liaison.   
 
- Articles for The Millenium and other Detachment newsletters - various commission members will draft articles throughout the 2024-25 year to help the spread the word about Americanism on a state and local level.
 
- Status of Detachment Americanism counterparts - Still await several reports from various Detachments. Once all Detachments have filed, then National will publish the report to the national chairmen for meeting invites. 
 
Vice Chairman Hammerschmidt (KS) - no report. 
 
Member Vozar (IL) - no report. 
 
Member Maurin (LA) - spoke about most recent Southeast Region conference call. Talked about the C&Y Academy needing more attendees. He explained the curriculum taught in the Youth Academy. SAL should participate in upcoming Veterans Day activities, especially flag education. 
 
Member Murdough (NH) - spoke about most recent Northeast Region conference call. Seven (7) Detachment in the region participate in the Flying Flags for Heroes program.   
 
Member Limanek (MA) - no report.
	Reports of Members cotinued_21792: Junior Shooting Sports Program (JSSP) - PNC Neal Warnken (KS), a 20-year staff member of the National Junior Shooting Sports Competition, informed the commission that he is now the Assistant Director of the Program. PNC Paul Dillard (TX) of TAL is the Program Director. Neal spoke of the advantages of moving to Hillsdale College in Michigan and the possibility of the new range providing room to expand the program to include more participants. Advocated for more information on Junior Shooting Sports to be posted on the national websites. There is a new video that will be posted about JSSP on the website and a special preview at the Fall 2024 NEC general session. The SAL currently gives a total of $5,000 in scholarships to the winners in Precision and Sporter categories, $2,500 each. JSSP Director Dillard has requested the SAL give an additional $15,000, which TAL will match, for increased scholarship amounts to make the program more attractive to future participants, knowing the high costs of college. Chairman Hicks noted Americanism will need to draft a resolution with PNC Warnken's assistance to secure the requested funding. 
 
PNC Gladden (MD) thanked PNC Warnken (KS) and Vice Chairman Hammerschmidt for their many years of dedication in helping support the JSSP. He also asked PNC Warnken if the decline in participation was due to the decline in ROTC in schools. PNC Warnken did not think so. Instead, his reasons were due to declining AL Posts and lack of Department having a dedicated chairman.      
 
*****
 
Entertain Americanism Goals for 2024-25:
1. Increase Boys State participation total national numbers by 10%. 
2. To have at least 10% of all Detachments participate in the National Day of Service in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Monday, January 20, 2025. 
3. To have 100% participation by all Detachments in the Flying Flags for Heroes Program during the 2024-25 administrative year. 
 
Jesse Limanek (MA) made a motion to adopt the aforementioned SAL National Americanism Commission Goals for the 2024-25 administrative year. Seconded by Keith Murdough (NH). Brief discussion. Motion carried.    
 
*****
 
Planning for SAL Youth Academy at National Convention, Tampa Bay, FL. Chairman Hicks (NJ) noted that Tom Soeder (FL), C&Y Chairman of the Detachment of Florida, has already begun to promote the Youth Academy across the state of Florida with high interest already expressed. Chairman Hicks thanked SAL National Convention Chairman Blair Miles (AL) for passing along Tom's contact information to help coordinate the Youth Academy in Tampa Bay. We want to boost event registration sooner than later. NOLA saw only one (1) preregistration, although we had nine (9) children participate. We need to be ,mindful of an influx in participants to have adequate accommodations. The Commission will monitor registrations as we move closer to national convention.  
 
*****
 
Assign Regional Representatives for Americanism (decided to hold off until after the Fall 2024 NEC to confirm who comprises the commission) 
- Northeast
- Southeast
- Central
- Midwest
- West
 
*****
	New Business1786: Entertain the adoption of a mission statement for the SAL National Americanism Commission.
Proposed mission statement as taken from TAL Americanism Commission:
 
"The purpose of the Americanism Commission is to supervise and coordinate national committee (C&Y and CWF) activity and to promote an understanding and appreciation of American government, the rights and responsibilities of US citizenship, and activity in the American way of life through youth programs, community service, instruction of prospective citizens and legal immigrants, education and educational facilities, and protection of the US flag from physical desecration."  
 
Motion by Keith Murdough (NH) to adopt the mission statement as written above. Seconded by Jesse Limanek (MA). Discusson none. Motion carried. 
 
Americanism RREs were reviewed and decided to leave as currently exists. 
 
Chairman Hicks (NJ) announced TAL Americanism Commission is seeking SAL assistance with staffing the Boys Nation program. There is 3 page application to be considered for a staffing position. Boys Nation occurs annually in Washington, DC, the last two (2) weeks of July. Chairman Hicks (NJ) will share application through the SAL National Adjutant for widest dissemination. 
 
Mark Avis (MA), Chairman of TAL National Americanism Commission, warmly greeted the SAL Americanism attendees. He spoke about moving the Oratorical Contest and Junior Shooting Sports to Hillsdale College in Michigan. TAL Family was well received by the College. The College embraces the US Constitution, requiring all students to take a course about the governing document, and is very friendly with TAL. There will be a new shooting range 3-4 miles off campus, state of the art. Parents of participants and the athletes loved the atmosphere of Hillsdale College compared to the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO. Chairman Avis thanked the SAL for all that we do to support TAL. He highlighted SAL Chairman Hicks's participation at TAL's Combined Americanism Conference in Indianapolis, IN on September 27-29, 2024.
	Resolutions1787: 
	For the Good1788: PNC Earl Ruttkofsky (MI) remarked about the judging of the 2023-24 Scrapbooks in NOLA. Particularly, his squadron's submittal appeared to be misjudged. Chairman Hicks (NJ) would connect with him in the near future to iron out the issue. The Commission will re-evaluate the procedures for future judging of Scrapbooks. 
 
Chris Bosley (AZ) talked about the efforts invested to create the Scrapbooks along with the time involved in judging them. 
 
PNC Neal Warnken (KS) asked the Commission to look into due process of the Scrapbook judging. Chairman Hicks (NJ) agreed. 
 
Detachment Commander Cliff Boyer (PA) requested to be included on future Zoom meetings for C&Y, CWF, and Americanism, so he can inform his respective detachment chairmen to participate. Chairman Hicks (NJ) replied that since many detachments had yet to file their chairmen reports to national, the national commission and committee chairmen still do not have contact information for their respective detachment counterparts. Once that information is supplied, more SAL members will be notified about future Commission and Committee meetings.     
 
PNC Joe Gladden (MD) noted the Commission meeting was well run. 
 
Note: Next SAL National Americanism Commission Meeting (open to general membership) will be on the Zoom platform, Monday, November 18, 2024, 7:00 PM EST. All are welcome!
	Motion to Adjourn1789: Jesse Limanek (MA) and Mike Vozar (IL) seconded. Motion carried.
	End Time1790: 9:24 AM
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	Reports of Committees1854: 
Membership & Training Development - Chairman Mike Cotton (DE) noted that his committee is working on developing a training seminar for both Detachment Commanders and Detachment Adjutants.  

Membership & Squadron Activities - Chairman Daryl VerStreate (NY) discussed membership and the need to work on retention. Next year there will be a retention challenge with The American Legion Family.

Convention & Meetings Chairman Blair Miles (AL) talked about the Convention and developing a guide to pass on from year to year. A motion made by Richard Huntley and seconded by Juan Torres to develop the guide was carried.

Motion by the commission to accept all committee reports.
IA Chairman William Hill spoke on developing an award manual that would include award applications, criteria and history. This would be updated annually with the recipients.

Review of the overall Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR), process and documents associated with. 

Additional discussion pertaining to the CSR review process took place and will be incorporated into the overall review process. 
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Title:    Detachment Recruitment Award
Origin:    Membership & Squadron Activities Committee
Motion: 
Maker:    Richard Huntley (ME)
Second:    William Murphy (MA)
Discussion:    No discussion
Disposition:    Carried
	For the Good1859: 
	Motion to Adjourn1860: Richard Huntley, 2nd William Murphy
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