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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Commission / Committee Name Americanism Commission Meeting Date  10/04/2025
Meeting Time

Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite)  Michigan, 21st Floor, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis, IN

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman E Jeff Hicks (NJ) Consultant P Herman Downer, Jr. (NY)
Vice Chairman P Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS) Consultant P Shawn McCrary (WI)
Member P Michael Vozar (IL) Consultant
Member P Rob Higgins(LA) Consultant
Member E Chris Sherbourne (OK) Consultant
Member P Jesse Limanek (MA) Consultant
CMD Rep P John Herrington (MS) Consultant
SALCA E Cliff Smith, PNC (MA) NEC Liaison A Paul Hayse (IL)
A Danny Roe (FL) NEC Liaison P Fran Riddell, Jr. (HI)
NEC Liaison P Mike Holley (MI)
E PNC Joseph Gladden (MD) NEC Liaison P Carl Radosevich (NM)
Scribe P Jesse Limanek (MA) NEC Liaison

Guests Jeff Trout (IL): Jimmy Edwards (IN); Rick Wheatley (DE); Dale Toenies (AR); Rob
Liebenow (OR); Mark Hienes (GA); Matthew Krupco (KS); Neil Warnken (PNC - KS);
George Rice (ME); Chris Balsley (AZ); Mike Holley (Ml): Steve England (VT); John
Mejia (CA); John Lawrence (LA); Keith Murdongh (NH); George Sevick (NE); Bill
Murphy (NJ); Mark Nave (PA); Ray McDonald (PA); David Miller (IN); Robert Bristo
(MN); Bill Towns (OH); Fran Riddeu (HI); Casey Lenort (MN); Michael Donnelly (MD)

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

Minutes from previous meeting unavailable.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Committees (if applicable)

Chairman Mark Nave (PA), Child Wellbeing Foundation, talked about his meeting at 6:00 pm
» Was 1st meeting

. Noted issues with Zoom meeting

* $117k raised so far - $30k above last year

. 35 detachments have already sent in donations

* Note Issues

. Communication lag

. Competition from VCF last year

. Working on better reporting by improving communication
. With money distribution going to non-traditional recipients
» Merchandise

. Still have items available at NEC

« Received over 240 applications from groups

. Committee narrowed it down to 50

. Final 6 selected by CWF
e This year's theme "It will be heaven when we reach 11"

Trout (IL) withdrawing resolution to make VCF a standing committee

- Ad Hoc committee did not carry through beyond year end
- VCF already shows on CSR; will be carried forward by C&Y Committee
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members
Mark Avis, American Legion National Americanism Chairman, spoke to meeting. He thanked

Recap of Youth Academy
- Acting Chairman Hammerschmidt (KS) provided overview of attendees

- Vozar (IL) shared brief overview of Academy
- Touched upon flag etiquette & folding; presentations by guests (baseball & Tampa PD); jeog

- Higgins (LA) also discussed academy
- Mentioned contact with Tampa PD - SWAT team & vehicle; Weather issues with Harbor Patr

Scrap Book judging
- No one present who participated — so no report given
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)

Regional Reports submitted in writing

Michael Vozar (IL)

e Participated in SAL National Convention Americanism Committee meeting in Tampa, Florida on
e Assisted with SAL National Children and Youth Academy in Tampa, Florida on August 23, 2025

« Participated in Central Region Vice Commander Conference Call on September 10,2025 providir
» Presented Americanism Report at Detachment of lllinois DEC as Detachment Americanism Chair
« Attended Naperville, lllinois 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony representing Detachment of Illinois

Sherbourne (OK)

This past year, our squadron achieved a 10% increase in participation in the Boys State program, e
Looking ahead, we expect to build on this success by pursuing an additional 10% increase in Boys
Our ongoing commitment to Americanism remains strong as we work to foster citizenship, leader

Limanek (MA)
Since Convention:
| attended NE Regional call on 9/17
Touched upon our efforts at Youth Academy, FFFH, Boy's State, American Legion Family Day
Encouraged all detachments to send me contact information from all Americanism Chairman
Promised | would report back on our new goals for 2025-26
Regional communication
Currently have MA, NY, VT, MD, PA & NJ
Already shared extensive & impressive list of goals drafted by PA's Rick Evans with group
Millenium submission
My article on the American Flag & FFFHs appeared in September's Millenium - thanks to Rust
It also was shared by Department of MA in their E-Legionnaire magazine
FFFHs
Data from the last two years was scrubbed
Tracking "term" will be between National Conventions
Currently only have two submissions for a total of 312 flags
Kudos to the first - Allen B. Carter Post 24 out of Hattiesburg, MS for 1st placements of 12 f|
Other = Wilson Thompson Post 185 out of Agawam, MA for 300 placements
Currently in progress of mapping out refresh of website

Hammerschmidt (KS)
- No report given due to lack of information on West regional call information (how to get on and

Higgins (LA)
- No report given
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)

JR Shooting sports
0 PNC Warken (KS) shared thoughts

o} Encouraged all squadrons to support program by starting own JR shooting Sports program
o Legion is looking for the SAL to jump in and assist the programs
o} Commission working on resolution from Americanism Commission to increase scholarship to .
NOTE: Sherbourne (OK) found some of the resolutions for funding JSSP. We will be workin
meetings.

NOTE from Acting Chairman Hammerschmidt (KS) - resolution must be written & turned in

Jeff Trout (IL) Chairman of Children and Youth Committee spoke about his meeting from 7:30 pm on
- Commander Clancy asked for all members to have assignment for year

- C&Y will

* Increase awareness & support for CMN; COTA & VCF

. Goal = increase funding of 10% for all 3

* Youth Academy

. C&Y will continue to assist by providing member to help Americanism
« Victory Garden - aka “Pizza/Youth” garden

. Victory garden references historical gardens from WWII

. Home Squadron = 217 in MD

. Working on preparing tri-fold - new Commission approval
. (No motion until it is prepared)

. Also digital access to information on SAL website

. Goal = get information out by winter so ready for spring

« All members assigned to regional calls
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Goals for 25-26

Increase 10% overall participation in Boys state over 2025 figures
FFFH100% participation by all detachments
Limanek (MA) provided update on website & program; shared printed flyers with thos
Rick Wheatley (Del) — mentioned Del cemetery restoration project that includes placer
Vozar (IL) — encouraged participation to spread sense of patriotism
McCrary (WI) — get youth involved
George Rice (ME) — question on who may participate — just SAL? Answer - all Americar
250 Celebration (tentative goal)
Waiting for update from Commander Clancy on expectations

Motion to adopt three goals from Higgins; 2nd Vozar

Passes unanimously

Youth Academy future

Issue expense vs. results
Commission looking to transition from running Academy to establish guidelines/framewo
Motion by Vozar to develop guidelines & promote Youth Academys at Detachment level; -
Question by Mejia (CA) — about communicating with host detachments
Answer - efforts to work with both LA & FL feel short due in part to start of school yec
Point by Nave (PA) — might be easier push for Detachments because of school calend:
Higgins — LA provides C&Y youth activities at Detachment convention
Vozar - cited conflict with members' involvement in National Convention proceedings
Passes unanimously
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Zoom meeting schedule for 2025-2026

- 2nd Monday of even months at 7pm

Next = scheduled Oct 13th

Motion to change date to Nov 10th at 7pm by Vozar; 2nd by Higgins
Passes unanimously

Question raised by Bill Towns (OH)
- Asked about status of updating Scrapbook guidelines
- Current update — unknown

Motion to Adjourn By Vozar, seconded by Higgins. Motion carried. End Time 9:04am
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Children & Youth Meeting Date 10/03/2025

Meeting Time 19:30
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)
and Location In-Person (atsite)  Fall NEC Indianapolis

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Jeff Trout Consultant P Isaac Miller 3rd
Vice Chairman P Chris Reachard Consultant P John Lawrence
Member E Brian Shedd Consultant
Member E Tom Arista Consultant
Member P Elwood Bourne Consultant
Member P David Miller Consultant
Consultant
NEC Liaison P Steve England (VT)
NEC Liaison P David Rippe (NE)
NEC Liaison P Rolland Butler (LT)
NEC Liaison E Joseph Wysochanski (PA)
Scribe Chris Reachard NEC Liaison

Guests National Commander Bill Clancy - Addressed the committee and offered his support.
NVC Jeremy Revell - Addressed the committee and offered the support of the NVCs.
NVC Chris Casey
NVC Steve Honigfort
NVC Bryan Hine
NC Leading Candidate Thom Skelley - Addressed the committee. Talked about
scholarship awards and getting out into the schools.

NC Trailing Candidate Mike Monserud - Addressed the committee. Talked about
keeping a positive outlook on the committee and thinking outside of the box to get
Detachments and youth involved.

PNC CIiff Smith

PNC JR Stillwell

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Chairman Trout welcomed everyone to the meeting and conducted opening ceremonies.
He moved on to inviting our Guests to speak.

Chairman Trout moved on to committee and regional reports.

Chris Reachard - COTA - No report at this time

Eastern Region call - | gave the Children and Youth Committee update. No other Children and Youtl
David Miller - VCF - The Veterans and Children Foundation (VCF), formerly known as The American
A one-time Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) grant can be used to cover food, housing, utilities
To be eligible to receive the grant (up to $2500), the minor child must not be older than 17, or 20 if
To be eligible to receive the grant (up to $2500), the minor child must not be older than 17, or 20 if
Additional information can be found on the National website (Link 1)

Goal Spread the word (communication). Let people know what VCF is and how it impacts Veterans :
Let people know about the 1919 society and what perks are associated with it. A brochure is availak
The 1919 society is a network of donors who believe in The American Legion’s commitment to vete
Donations do not need to be in one lump sum. The pledge form allows you to contribute annually,
Offer “swag.” Set up a table and “sell” items such as coins, polos, tee shirts, stress balls, etc... The inc

Recommendations for other ideas are welcome.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)
Elwood Bourne Children's Miracle Network - Nothing to report

Central Region Chairman Trout gave the committee report. no Detachment reportson C & .

Sean Phelan addressed the committee and talked about the success of the MD Victory Garden and
the work he will be doing for the committee, with creating printable gardening brochures and starter
kits for the Detachments.

Chairman Trout - Committee Assignments and Goals

Chris Reachard will stay with COTA

Brian Shedd will stay with the Children and Youth Academy
Elwood Bourne will take on the Children Miracle Network
VCF will be assigned to David Miller.

previous zoom call meeting minutes

Chairman Trout would like to see a 10% increase across the board for all assigned programs with
donations.

Chairman Trout would like all committee members to work on getting awareness out to all
Detachments on their assigned tasks.

Chairman Trout assigned regional zoom meetings.

Chris Reachard - COTA - | spoke with Rick Lofgen at the COTA dinner at the National Convention.
SAL donations are tracked by COTA under a separate code from the Legion Family.

Brian Shedd - Children and Youth Academy - Brian gave an update on the Academy at the National
Convention. had a great turnout of youth. some activities had to be changed due to the weather. All
in all, it was a successful event.

Jeffery Hicks - Americanism Commission Chairman - Chairman Hicks mentioned that the
commission is looking at improvements for the 2025-2026 Academy.

Chairman Trout - Children and Youth Garden

Chairman Trout mentioned that Sean Phelan will be working with the committee this year to create
pamphlets for the National Commander Clancy.

Chris Reachard mentioned that maybe the committee could create the pamphlets and share them
with Internal Affairs and the Americanism Commission for approval to be submitted to National to
have printable PDF pamphlets put on the Legion Website for easy printing by Detachments and
Squadrons.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion
None at this time.

Motion to Adjourn  Chris Reachard End Time 20:31
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Child Well Being Foundation Meeting Date  10/3/2025

Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)
In-Person (atsite) ~ Sheraton Downtown Indianapolis

and Location

Meeting Time  6:00 pm

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Mark Nave (PA) Consultant

Vice Chairman P Sandy Lipman (MI) Consultant

Member Consultant

Member P George Fleming (PA) Consultant

Member P Jon Coakley, Il (OH) Consultant

Member P Lyle Chapman (GA) Consultant

Member P John Sansoucie (MO) Consultant

CONA Rep P Bob Brown (GA) NEC Liaison P Terry Pressley (NC)

NEC Liaison P Doug Evans (KN)

NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

Scribe P Raymond McDonald (PA) NEC Liaison

Guests John Mejia (CA); Jimmy Martin (IN); Dale Toenies (NEC AK); Gary Lang (NEC OH);

Gerard Sambets (ANEC FL); Casey Lenort (ANEC MN); Gary Leach (CA); Mark
Natale (NJ); Kenneth Cousius (LA); Robert Bristo (NEC MN); Nathan Sansoucie (MO);
Jesse Limanek (MA); Mike Vozar (ANEC IL); Bobby Hoffer (ANEC WA); Gerald
Hammerschmidt (KA); Keith Murdough (NH); NVC Jeremy Revell (NH); NVC Bryan
Hine (TN); NVC Steve Honigfort (OH); NVC Chris Casey (NE); NVC Frank Meraz (CA)

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

None
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Sandy Lipman(MI) Central - The Central finished with $50,000.00 last year. This year Ohio is first
with $16,000.00, Michigan is second with $6,500.00. We had all but two Detachments donate.

George Fleming (PA) Northeast - 5 out of 14 Detachments have donated so far. We are pushing $1
per member. New York is currently #1 in the Northeast with $24,419.00.

John Coakley (OH) Southeast - All Detachments except Louisiana have donated this year. There is
no place on the cross tabs for Puerto Rico. The Southeast is at $29,423.00 in donations this year.
Last year the Southeast donated $50,000.00. The Southeast's goal this year is $55,407.00 and we
are currently at 53% of that goal.

Lyle Chapman (GA) Midwest - The Midwest ended strong last year. All but 1 Squadron donated to
CWEF last year. We need to go back to the CAT program and get more motivated.

Jon Coakley (OH) West - Arizona is top in the West currently. There are four Detachments not
showing on the cross tabs.

Mark Nave (PA) Chairman - Currently we have raised $117,613.00 this year for CWF. Currently 35
Detachments have donated this year. We are $30,000.00 ahead of last year. The top 5 this year are
#5 Arizona, with #7,022.00. #4 Virginia, with $7,794.00. #3 Florida, with $16,930.00. #2 Ohio, with
$20,434.00. #1 New York, with $24,419.00. The total Legion Family Donations is $203,000.00, of
which 57% is SAL donations.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)
Old Business

Mark Nave - Last year we raised $300,000.00, which was short of our goal of $401,000.00. Some of
the reasons for the shortfall of our goal were, the after effect of the $10 Million year, the competition
of donations with other programs, and donations going directly to organizations.

Information should get better now that Stacy Cope is back. Stacy is doing three different jobs now.
Committeemen are going to help with getting cross tabs and information to members. The
committee works for the membership and wants to get the information to members. Ask for details
on donation reports to make sure credit is given to the right squadron or district for recognition.

We have polo shirts sizes large to 4XL for $50.00, wicker towels for $10.00, padfolios for $25.00

and neck ties for $20.00 that are left over from National convention. Over $2,000.00 was raised
from selling the $10 million dollar coins at National Convention.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

We had an all-time high with over 240 applications received. It was narrowed down by the National
Committee to Fifty applications. These applications were distributed to the committeemen to select
six applications. The recommended applications were, Comfort Crew for Military, Mercy Medical
Angels, National Braille Press, Young Marines Inc., ASXL Rare Research Endowment Foundation
and Our Military Kids. Approximately $850,000.00 is available for donations. The American Legion
has asked for $550,000.00 for legion projects and activities they run. Cleveland County North
Carolina has asked for $125,000.00 for The American Legion Baseball World Series
Championships. Leaving Approximately $175,000.00 for non for prophets. Since we are the biggest
donors, we hope our recommendations are accepted. The American Legion request has Legion
Baseball World Series in Children and Youth budget. The Cleveland County of North Carolina
application is for certain things for Legion Baseball. Displeasure was expressed with CWF money
going to Legion Baseball in two different applications. It's hard to ask for donations when money
Isn't going to communities, because it's going back to the organization. It was suggested that
amount be reduced so we can get money to organizations that need it, to get our name out there for
recognition.

Recommendations were given for Committeemen and consultants.

We should recognize kids who raise money for CWF. We should recognize their efforts with a CWF
patch and call it Kids for Kids program. Their are a couple problems, one is getting the program into
the budget. Another one is we don't have the staff to run the program. It was suggested that CWF
set gu9idelines to send out to detachments to get Kids for Kids program started. Their would be
approximately five age groups.

Gerald Hammerschmidt from the Americanism Commission brought greetings from Chairman Hicks.

National Vice-Commanders Chris Casey, Jeremy Revell, Bryan Hine, Steve Honigfort and Frank
Meraz mentioned they are here to help us.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

We were asked what our concerns we had? Zoom meetings not available. The timing of the
information getting out for the meetings. We need more communication.

Pennsylvania is doing a cash raffle for the month of November. We hold a hospitality room at our
January and April DEC meetings. Baden American Legion 641 is holding a Wing Bash November
1,2025.

Wellington American Legion has a Super Gun Raffle this weekend or next weekend. They have
been noted at National for biggest fund raiser and for donating $10,000.00 to several programs in a
year.

Motion to Adjourn EndTime 7:06 PM
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name National Finance Commission Meeting Date  10/04/2025

Meeting Time 0930
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite))  NEC - Indianapolis, Michigan Room 21st Floor

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Jeffrey Van Horn (IL) Consultant

Vice Chairman E Edward Cleary (AZ) Consultant

Member E Glen Johnson IV (IA) Consultant

Member P Michael Walter (MO) Consultant

Member P Keith Murdough (NH) Consultant

Member P David Mennel (MI) Consultant

PNC Byron Robichaux (LA) Consultant
NEC Liaison None assigned

NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

Scribe NEC Liaison

Guests Jack Smith (SC)
Jason Pepe (PA)
Scott Williams (VA)
Rob Liebenor (OR)
Marc Chaney (OR)
Heny Hasselham (NJ)
Sam Johnson (I1A)

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

No new minutes to approve.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Presented the 2024 FY Final Actual vs Budget.
Presented the 2025 FY current Actual vs Budget through June, 2025.
Reports attached.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

The NFC was informed that $250,000 donation to VCF was approved by the TAL and comes back
to the SAL NEC for approval.

Motion to Adjourn  Mennel, second by Walter, passed. End Time 1023
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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TAL (Division) Income Statement - Act vs 2024 Bud (USD-Filtered)
2024 Fiscal Year Final Actual vs Budget

ACTUAL BUDGET

033 - Sons of American Legion YTD YTD
2024 2024

Revenue

Total Revenues 2,058,927 1,928,500

Gross Profit 2,058,927 1,928,500

Expenses

Total Expenses 1,254,819 934,284

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit) 804,108 994,216

Net Income $785,583 $994,216

Financial information included in this report is for management use only. It does not
constitute a financial statement and has not been subjected to audit, review or compilation
by and independent Certified Public Accountant
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TAL (Division) Income Statement - Act vs 2025 Bud (USD-Filtered)
Through June 30, 2025
ACTUAL BUDGET

033 - Sons of American Legion YTD YTD
2025 2025

Revenue

Total Revenues 1,011,018 1,000,002

Gross Profit 1,011,018 1,000,002

Expenses

Total Expenses 390,994 511,841

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit) 620,024 488,161

Net Income $615,620 $488,161

Financial information included in this report is for management use only. It does not
constitute a financial statement and has not been subjected to audit, review or compilation by
and independent Certified Public Accountant
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Internal Affairs Meeting Date  10/04/2025
Meeting Time 09:30

Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite)  Circle East Room, Sheraton City Centre Indianapolis

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Bill Hill (MD) Consultant P Mike Kennedy, Sr. (OH)
Vice Chairman P Mike Kirschner (CO) Consultant P Dennis Blue (MN)

Member A Ken Sutton (CA) Consultant P Jeff Vrabel, Jr. (OH)
Member P William Murphy, Il (MA) Consultant
Member P Juan Torres (TX) Consultant
Member P Terry Harris (KS) Consultant
Consultant
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
Scribe Dennis Blue (MN) NEC Liaison

Guests 30+ guests present

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Committees

Membership reported on their meeting. Motion to accept by Torres; second by Murphy; passed.

MT&D report by Mike Cotten. Motion to accept by Torres; second by Murphy; passed.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Chairman Hill spoke about developing a new procedure on how to summit resolutions to Legion and
SAL.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

To make a standing committee for 100th Anniversary under |.A.

Also take Awards and Trophies to make them the same submission dates and have ready for 2026
convention.

MT&D wants a call-in for all their current members to Convention.

Bill Towns from Ohio asked if there were any new guidelines being made for the scrapbook contest;
as a past historian he would like to see more time to judge at national and is volunteering his
services to help with updating the guidelines. Mike Polk from Wisconsin talked about scrapbooks
and he would like to volunteer to help with developing new guidelines as well.

Chairman Hill talked a little on CRSs being in-line with the trophy and awards deadlines.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Resolution NEC2025-F1 - Motion to accept by Murphy; second by Torres; passed.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

None.
Motion to Adjourn End Time 10:15
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Convention and Meetings Meeting Date  10/04/2025
Meeting Time 8:00

Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite)  Indianapolis, IN

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Blair Miles Consultant P Tommy Vasser Jr (LA)
Vice Chairman P Timothy Van Patten I Consultant P Gerard Sambets (FL)

Member P Clifford Hall Consultant Open (KY)

Member E Allen Watry Consultant Victor Anderson Jr.

Member Open Consultant ~ Walter Natiw

Member Open Consultant Gary Winters

Consultant P Ray Hartline Jr.

NEC Liaison P Gary Lang

NEC Liaison Bryan Hine

NEC Liaison
CONA Liaison P Don Allisot NEC Liaison
Scribe Allen Watry NEC Liaison

Guests Natl Adjutant Wright
Samual Johnson
Mark Natale
William Murphy
Mark Chaney
Jean Maxwell
Richard Huntley
Randall Butler
IA Chairman Hill
Bill Kelly

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

Was previously sent out for review. Finalized and submitted outside this meeting

Page 1



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Chairman Opening Remarks

- Good morning and Welcome to the meeting

- Thank you for attending

- Looking forward to hearing feedback from the Natl Convention in Tampa, FL

Round Table Discussion, held as group discussion

Pros

- Great opening Performance (Pirates)

- Bouncy House at the Convention Center for youth, great to have this for kids, would love to see

more items like this

- Great time for all. Committee Members may have noticed many hiccups, but others were not

aware

Cons

- Friday length was too Long. Adjutant Wright noted noted the length (in minutes) was the same but
the start time was later which is why it ended later (per clock). But did feel long to many people

- Awards could have gone smoother. Staff did reach out to try to ensure Chairmen where making

sure Detachments knew what awards they were receiving. But not everyone received the message.
Staff will do better in Louisville.

- Location. Some had issues with the bus situation, also bad weather, combined with the length of

walk to the Convention created problems.

- Friday Social. Issues with the Buses. Issues with the Food. But also note it was VERY WELL

attended and it was impossible to get a good headcount before hand. Planned for 300 and had

many more than that.

- Green Room - Very congested, at times too noisy. Chairman need to do a better in rounding up

their awards winners as to expedite the awards process

Convention/Meetings Committee Guidelines

- The Committee can now dissect the Document (formerly SOP) and incorporate changes for
lessons learned in Tampa

- A lot of feedback has been received, and is always welcomed and encouraged.

Louisville
- Kentucky is off and running. Coins and Pins have been designed. Going through the approval
process with Department and Emblem Sales. Also created a Convention Mug.

Other Items

- IA Chairman Hill has confirmed the new roster for the committee will be communicated by the end
of this weekend's NEC Meeting

- Congratulations and Thank You to the Detachment of Florida for a job well done.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Motion to Adjourn End Time 08:40

Scribe's A” W Diitaly signed by Allen Watry Chairman's BI ' Ml Digitlly sigred by Blir Miles
en atry Date: 2025.10.04 13:19:00 -05'00' alr I eS Date; 2025.10.04 13:19:16 -05'00"

Signature Attestation
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AGENDA

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Commission/ Committee Name ~ Membership Training and Development Meeting Date  10/3/2025

Meeting Time  5:00 PM
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location IE' In-Person (atsite) ~ Sheraton Indianapolis

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Mike Cotten (DE) Consultant P Steve Cox (PA)
Vice Chairman P Shawn Davis (MN) Consultant
Member P Mark Kilstrom (CO) Consultant
Member P Tom Marsden (NJ) Consultant
Member P Scott Baker (PA) Consultant
Member E Michael Obremski (MD) Consultant
Member P William Hollis (IL) Consultant
Member NEC Liaison P Chris Cook (OK)

NEC Liaison E Marvin Roberts (AR)

NEC Liaison E Dennis George (NY)

NEC Liaison

Scribe P Tom Marsden (NJ) NEC Liaison

Guests Frank Meraz Jr (NVC(Ca)), Ron Roberts (Ms), Bill Kelly(Fl),Bryan Hine (NVC(Tn)),
David Parker(In), LarryMiller (In), David Curler (Tn), Bill Hill(Md), Joe Schults (In),
Matt Griffis, Gary Manwell(Az), Bill Murphy(Nj), Mike Vozar (Il), Steve Pintarich
(Ct),Byron Robichanx(La), 15 guests

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

Tom Marsden motion to accept Minutes from last meeting second Mark Kilstron PASSED
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

1). Review the critiques from Commander training performed at National.
responses 4-5 feedback want more interactions Good that it was a 4 hr. class. Do more analysis

2). Review readiness of the NEC training and Liaison training modules for Saturday session. Done

3). Review readiness with team AZ the "my-legion” training room, IT, materials Checking to see if
we have all the stuff we need for tomorrow All good was reported after checking room

4). Review MTD Resolution for SAL Leadership training Talked about Leadership 1 and 2 at fall and
spring NEC is to long at this point is a draft. What is the objective? Does the resolution support.

5). List of modules that have been submitted to IA Commission 11 submitted
List of modules that have been approved by IA Commission 12 are approved(sal basic)
changes where made and will submitted back to IA. Jeff Vrabel Jr will be our point of contact

6). Policy and procedure to submit modules to National HQ staff Will be submitted to a drop box so
they can be opened by all

7). Policy and procedure to create SAL Basic within my-legion space Going through Kevin Mook

8). Status of voice overs for modules in background going over info. Started to do voice overs is a
work in progress will take time may add more images .

9). works in progress

20 need review

a. Outline book from (MN) for Adjutant training status.

Bill is working on it to change to be more towards sq level (adjutants manual)
b). Review modules TBD

10). National Convention:
Commanders pins have been ordered and are in.

11). NRIC events, fall and spring

12). West Region, Wild Wille's Jan 31, 2026, material to present. All on your own dime
13). MTD goals for the next 3 years

a. NRIC training

b. SAL leadership training modules

c. On line leadership training modules
d. On line SAL basic

14). Meeting schedules 2nd Monday monthly review schedule. 8:00pm
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Leading Candidate for National Commander Thom Skelley talked to us, would like to see training of
how to do a zoom meeting, etc.

MTD zoom meetings are the 1st Monday of evey Month at 8:00 East time
Join Zoom Meeting
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91247106660?pwd=GKjkTPbKL63yTPQeQ7aU93hBEHWJ6.1

Meeting ID: 951 6984 3801
Passcode: 557995

888 475 4499 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free

Motion to Adjourn  Motion to end reg meeting Shawn Davis Sec Bill Hollis F End Time 6:30
Scribe's % M I\Dnigitse:jlgnﬂgned by Thomas Chairman's W Q,ﬁ( Digitally signed by Mike Cotten
Date: 2025.10.03 23:27:50
Date: 2025.10.03 23:24:08 T
Signature .oit-?)o- Attestation -04'00
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Membership & Squadron Activities Meeting Date 10/03/2025
Meeting Time  8:00pm

Meeting Type |:|Virtual(calldetails) Business Meeting

and Location IE' In-Person (atsite)  Fall NEC-Indianapolis, IN

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Harl "Butch" Ray (IL) Consultant P Jimmy Edwards (IN)
Vice Chairman P Jason Miller (MD) Consultant P Gary Manwell (AZ)
Member P Matthew Krupco (KS) Consultant
Member P Jason Pepe (PA) Consultant
Member P George Gray (GA) Consultant
Member Consultant
rtheast Chair. P Henry Hasselhan (NJ) Consultant
Jtheast Chair. P Scott Williams (VA) NEC Liaison P Marc Chaney (OR)
Central Chair. P Phil Stander (IL) NEC Liaison E Jack Youngs (ID)
dwest Chair. P Casey Hanson (SD) NEC Liaison E Juan Cruz-Rodriquez (PR)
West Chair. P Matt Griffis (AZ) NEC Liaison P Terry Hanson (SD)
Scribe E Michael Brison (MD) NEC Liaison P Robert Phillips (NJ)

Guests | eading Candidate Thom Skelley (TX); Trailing Candidate Mike Monserud (IA);
NVC-N Jeremy Revell (VT); NVC-S Bryan Hine (TN); NVC-C Steve Honigfort
(OH); NVC-M Chris Casey (NE); NVC-W Frank Meraz, Jr. (CA)

See attached for additional guests.

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

N/A

Page 1



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Committees (if applicable)

Harl "Butch" Ray, Chairman:

Ray stated National Membership & Squadron Activities is a committee under the Internal
Affairs Commission. Although the proposed theme has not yet been approved it most likely will
be following the upcoming Internal Affairs Meeting. This year's proposed theme is ABC easy
as 1,2,3. ABC- "Always Buddy Check", 1- Recruit one new member to The American Legion
(Get a "I Got One" shirt at recruiters expense.) 2- Recruit one new member and renew one
member to the SAL (Get our external gratitude). 3- Sign up 3 for the Legion, 3 for the Auxiliary
and 3 for the SAL (Get a "Family Three" pin)

42,000 members did not renew for 2025. Buddy Checks are imperative. Scripts on how to
conduct Buddy Checks will be provided to assist Squadrons in the near future.

The membership goal for 2026 is 409,244 members. Goals were provided to all Detachments
in August. This goal number represents a modest 0.97 percent increase over the 400,000
member goal.

Retention will be the number one focus this year. We need to push to reach over a 90 percent
retention rate. Again, Buddy Checks (ABC) will be structured with scripts where you will be
checking on the members well-being, be missed and not just calling to collect dues. Member
engagement is a must. It has been requested that the Consolidated Squadron Reports be
broken down by Detachment and provided to them as a recruitment tool to showcase what the
Squadrons across the Detachment have accomplished.

Discussion was made to align our National Membership Goals closer to the American Legion
Goals to encourage members to renew earlier as Membership Cards expire on December 31st.
Marc Chaney (OR) provided feedback that The American Legion has a PUFL program which
allows them to have those higher goals.

Last year's accomplishments were reviewed including but not limited to reaching 400,000
members and submitting multiple resolutions regarding the Blue Brigade Award, Recruiter of
the Year, Squadron Commander of the Year and Triple Nickel.

A Squadron Activities Toolkit is being worked on with suggested activities.

It was discussed that Membership Renewal Notice dates should be sent out earlier.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Steven Honigfort, National Vice Commander Central:

The Central Region has had a slow and steady start. Honigfort mentioned the Detachments are
tired from working last year working to reach that 400k but keeping the pressure on.

Phil Stander, Regional Membership Rep Central:

Central Region is currently sitting at third place with lllinois and Wisconsin leading the region.
Buddy checks are being encouraged and the region is keeping the momentum going.

Chris Casey, National Vice Commander Midwest:

On the Regional Call the Detachments are doing many great things. The Midwest Region
always does well with retention.

Casey Hanson, Regional Membership Rep Midwest:

History has shown that those who do not hit the membership goals from the start will not reach
them moving forward. Five Detachments have already met the 25 percent goal. Detachments
are being challenged to reach 90 percent by December 31st. An award will be given to the
first Detachment to do so. This provides an incentive to get Detachments closer to meeting
that goal. Ray also suggested incentives such as early birds and discounts for paying early.
Henry Hasselhan, Regional Membership Rep Northeast:

The Northeast Region is in last place, however the Region is number two for the number of
members for 2026. Buddy Checks need to be conducted as a retention tool. New Jersey has
already reached the 25 percent goal.

Jeremy Revell, National Vice Commander Northeast:

The Northeast is notorious for having a slow start due to so many members. Many of the
Detachments have a "Secret Sauce" and we need to collect that information and share it with
all Detachments.

Bryan Hine, National Vice Commander Southeast:

Regional Rep Scott Williams is doing a great job. 8,600 members ahead of this time last year.

Scott Williams, Regional Membership Rep Southeast:

The Southeast is first place with Louisiana, Alabama and Georgia all above goal.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)

Thom Skelley, Leading Candidate for National Commander:

Soon kids will be knocking on your door to collect candy. Everyone in the room are the kids
who need to go out and collect the candy (the members). Last year 120-150 Individual
Recruitment Award Pins were handed out. We need to do better and get those members to
earn their pins. These pins can also be used as a conversation starter to engage members. To
retain members we need to find their purpose. Members are not being engaged. What do they
like to do? Drive their purpose. Member Engagement Teams are a good way to make sure
those new members are being mentored and engaged. Assign someone to them to keep them
from walking out the door.

Mike Monserud, Trailing Candidate for National Commander:

If we do not have membership, we do not exist. Everyone can recruit one person. Re-think
how you work your programs and think outside of the box. Focus on Children & Youth. Those
younger members are needed. In your communities, find something that creates visibility. We
need to go get new members, they are not coming to us. If you work the programs, they will
work for us. Membership through mentorship. We lose members between 2-3 years, we need
to engage our members and get them involved. We must communicate and everyone must
continue to get the information out.

Frank Meraz, National Vice Commander West:

Matt Griffis is doing a great job as membership rep. The top two Detachments are the
Philippines and Hawaii.

Matt Griffis, Regional Membership Rep West:

We must be motivators and motivate the Detachments and Squadrons. 7 out of 15
Detachments are already above 25 percent and 3 are close behind. Some need to be
motivated. Gary Manwell of Arizona is continuing his Backpack Laptop Program and the
package costs $300. Griffis indicated he would personally be purchasing one backpack for
each Detachment.

Harl "Butch" Ray, Chairman:

Butch's Bullet Points will continue each month. Everyone is encouraged to share. 52 percent
of Posts do not have Squadrons. Check with your Detachments. Visit the Posts and let them
know what we can do for them.

Committee Members were provided with their sub-committee assignments. Anyone who feels
it is not a good fit or they have other interests to please reach out.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Motion to Adjourn  N/A End Time 1900
Scribe's Chairman's
Jasen CMiller
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Legislative Meeting Date 10/03/2025
Meeting Time 19:30

Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite) ~ Sheraton Indianapolis

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Bernie Kessler Consultant
Vice Chairman Richard Humphrey - resigned Consultant
Member P Charles Curtis Consultant
Member P Rodney Tolbert Consultant
Member E Noble Pulsipher Consultant
Member A George Alva Consultant

P Larry Miller Consultant

NEC Liaison P Sam Johnson

NEC Liaison P Jeff Lee

NEC Liaison P David Lee

NEC Liaison P Scott Baker

Scribe NEC Liaison

Guests PNC Byron Robichaux (LA)

26 guests representing 18 detachments

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Chairman Kessler gave opening remarks about responsibilities to lobby Washington DC staff to
further The American Legion agenda.

Chairman Kessler commented on Voter voice - We have a QR code to make it easy to sign up for.
Please sign up. QR code takes you right to the website.

Regarding the George B Evans Award - At convention we announced less than 10 submissions. We
only had 2 people apply. Charles has some ideas on how to lower the point total for Washington
Conference, as it is the biggest barrier to entry. Maybe bonus points to help make up for not
attending the conference.

Open to comments

What are the goals for the year -

keep the standard of the bus trip - above 160 members

Get voter voice to give us actual numbers and increase those numbers
Increase submissions to the George B Evans Award

Encourage the organization to be more active with their legislative body

Bill Kelly (FL) commented - work more with AL Department reps - contact our counterparts at AL to
assist us. Find those that are doing the legislative work, as not getting recognition. Florida takes 30
legion members to state capitol to rally for changes with legislation. Add AL to our correspondence

at state and national levels.

Larry Miller - dept of IL legislative chairman - included the Sons and Aux in their AL meeting. 1/12
Indiana having a day at capitol with the legion family.

Bill Kelly - he talked about being a prior George B Evans award winner - Department of Florida
legislative member of the year as a Son

Cliff Boyer - Working on it at other detachments too like Pennsylvania. We should be in line with
what the AL is doing.

Sam Johnson talked about lowa bill HF1000 - fund matching to establish service officers.

David Lee - 5:58 today message went out. Asking for legionnaires to contact the government to stop
the shutdown. Here is here to support the commission.

Sam Johnson - if you did not submit a GBE application last year, tell me why not. Voter voice is
great, but you need to know some of the topics to appear knowledgeable about it. You don’t need to
know all of it, but should appear to be in the know. It's more personal if you know about it.

Larry Miller - website fastdemocracy.com - sign up for military / veteran legislation - they send you
updates on military bills legion.org/action to get to voter voice. Red tabs show current legislative
and legion priorities. This has a more broad coverage of issues. Matt Shuman at the Tampa
National Convention talked about 10 tips to reach out and for a visit to your legislator.

Bill Kelly - AL national puts out updates on what has been recently passed or moved along.
Shutdown means Coast Guard not being paid right now.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

The 2026 Washington conference is March 1-4. Wreath laying is on 3/1 and stay a few days after
that to meet with your representatives. Bus trip and wreath laying - wreath $215 box lunch is $10
Arlington tram is $17.50. Need to turn in by January 30 with payment or nothing reserved for you.
Fillable PDF but still need to a check.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION without COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Thom Skelley - addressed the members in attendance. He talked about David Lee being past
chairman and now NEC liaison. Talked about Voter Voice relevance in regard to government
shutdown. 20 seconds to sign up for Voter Voice 2 primary focuses - provide for the kids, #1 to take
care of the veterans. Need to lobby AL agenda to congress. Coast Guard went unpaid last time the
congress shutdown. AL stepped up to pay them. Requested for Sons to stand up and 4 vets were
told to stay seated as they don’t stand for us, we stand up for them. He is from a Gold Star Family.
Need to advocate for veterans rights, as veterans come first. Sign up for voter voice and make your
voice heard.

Mike Monserud started out by introducing his wife Robin. Previously served on Legislative - lots of
work to be done, how many on voter voice, how many for GBE- 55 detachments and only 2
applicants - send email to all detachment adjutants - consider nominating someone, bug the state
adjutants every month about an applicant. His squadron won a national award, but his squadron did
not even know what the award was. Send George B Evans requests out at least 3 times a year.
Use NEC liaisons to bug the national vice commanders. If you don’t think legislative is important, go
to the Washington conference and see the monuments. He went last year at night and saw them.
Vietham Wall, Korea, and WW2 monuments. He talked to a woman about the wreath that was laid
earlier that day at the Vietnam Wall. The monuments are for the people. The Iwo Jima monument is
great to see at night. He gets voter voice emails.

Bernie - Zoom calls are now on 2nd Thursday, 10/09 at 8pm eastern is the next one, to account for
people like Charles in California. Plan on having the Zoom call. GBE and voter voice are topics to
discuss. The Washington conference is already sent but needs to be pushed by detachments.
Need to talk about marketing.

Vice commanders in attendance. Here to support.
Jermey Revel, Brian Hine, Steve Honigfort, and Chris Casey

Next meeting is Zoom on October 9 - at 8pm EST
Washington bus trip planning, and any updates on voter voice or GBE award

Motion to Adjourn End Time 20:09
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Public and Media Commications Commission Meeting Date  10/4/2025

Meeting Time 8:00am
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)

and Location In-Person (atsite)  Sheraton Circle West/Center

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Kevin Chaplin (VA) Consultant P David Faust (WI) - PNC Liaison
Vice Chairman P Bobby Crevelli (CA) Consultant E Andy Proffet
Member P Doug Heiser (IN) Consultant
Member P Doug Evans (KS) Consultant
Member P Scott Williams (VA) Consultant
Member P Rusty Myers (NJ Consultant
Consultant

NEC Liaison P Bob Clark (WA)

NEC Liaison P Jacob McCarty (WV)

NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

Scribe NEC Liaison

Guests Jeremy Revell NVC

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

Prior meeting notes (Zoom) were approved by motion and second, with unanimous “aye” an
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Committees (if applicable)

Regional Call Assignments and Attendance

Eastern: Attendance gaps noted; intent to ensure presence going forward. Suggestion to switck
Southern: Covered by Scott and Kevin.

Central/Midwest: Attendance confirmed for Midwest; scheduling changes noted (meetingon T
Western: Bobby was unable to attend but plans to in the future.

Members should notify leadership if unable to attend so coverage can be arranged.

Communications Metrics and Newsletter Performance

Facebook followers increased by approximately 200 per month.

Reach varied: July 43,000; August 103,000; September 72,000. Views varied: July ~14,000; Augu:
National newsletter email distribution is about 89,000 monthly (sent around the 10th—12th). O
Including “newsletter” in the subject line significantly boosts opens and clicks.

Content is distributed across Facebook pages, websites, and the Millennium Facebook page; m«
Legion-wide metrics exist (3—4 pages); the SAL is a single line item. These are emailed monthly 1
Participation and Content Sourcing

Members and interested parties were invited to attend meetings, assist with the newsletter, anc
Emphasis on broad participation to spread the word and find publishable material.

Unfinished Business

Newsletter Editor Compensation

A resolution to provide a stipend or contractor payment to the national newsletter editor (modi
Next steps are unclear; the commission intends to keep pushing for a solution.

New Business
Commission Name Alignment and Resolution Status
A resolution to change the commission name from “Public and Media Communications” to “Me
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members
Goals for the Upcoming Year

Increase member engagement and recruitment.

Promote the 250th anniversary of independence via press releases, highlighting Sons involvement;
request detachments and squadrons to submit stories of activities.

Send communications to detachments and squadrons to collect content.

Produce post-NEC and post-convention press releases; minutes were summarized via ChatGPT for
this purpose. Plan to share so NECs can disseminate meeting outcomes downstream. Content
likely requires review before distribution.

Detachment Contact Master List and Content Collection

Last year’s master contact list includes detachment media contacts, websites, and Facebook pages;
it will be updated by dividing outreach among members.

During updates, request newsletter content and promote Snapshots of Service and Video of Service
programs; avoid last-minute submissions.

Members submitting snapshots/videos should copy both Kevin and Bobby to track submissions, as
current platforms (salawards.org) may bypass commission visibility.

Pilot Program

Multi-Platform Social Media Expansion
The goal is to extend Sons’ presence beyond Facebook to platforms such as Instagram, Twitter,
and LinkedIn, aligning with where younger demographics (20 to 50) consume content.

National has acknowledged the idea but has not acted; a pilot in a media-savvy detachment
(proposed: New York) will focus on Instagram and cross-posting to other platforms.

New York is favored due to leadership involvement and existing social media expertise; Bill
supports the idea and seeks a system to track photos.

Plan includes templates for short videos (e.g., 15-30 seconds) showcasing travel and activities, and
capturing member stories on why they joined to build engaging, potentially viral content.

Success metrics will be defined to demonstrate value to national: new followers, new members, and
other measurable outcomes; a QR code will be created for Bill to collect photos/videos to a
centralized repository for curation.

Develop templates, guidelines, and a social media marketing plan specifically for New York to avoid
national staff capacity constraints; national posting requires staff review and has limited bandwidth.
Additional ideas requested, including metrics to track; supportive comments noted about needing
national review when content goes international.

A question was raised about consolidating existing commission Facebook pages and their
content/followers to improve reach and guidance; intent is to explore integrating dispersed pages
into the effort.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)
Instagram Pilot with National Commander and Content Ideas

A pilot program was proposed to start with New York and the national commander to maximize
Morning check-ins outlining the day’s schedule; end-of-day recaps; on-the-spot clips (e.g., pola
Consider having the commander’s aide travel with a small microphone to facilitate quick intervi
Broader content ideas include media engagement at DECs: a designated media person could a:
The year presents major opportunities: a charismatic national commander committed to visibili

Coordinated Social Media Messaging and Platforms

Participants agreed to coordinate messaging with committees and commissions, including cros
They emphasized the need for more than one gatekeeper and a couple of people to manage p«
Twitter/X was considered difficult to monitor and control, with discoverability issues and relianc
There was mention of the benefits of using Facebook Pages over Groups due to better content
Consistent messaging was prioritized: one suggestion was to create a standardized post or tem

Newsletter Distribution, Tracking, and Platform Constraints

Current newsletter distribution lacks accurate metrics because content is emailed and shared bi
A proposal was made to host the newsletter on the website with a shareable, trackable link so e
The group discussed an alternative “flip” concept for mobile-friendly consumption without repl.
|deas included leveraging Al tools to convert PDFs to HTML, mobile-friendly formats; this requii
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Opt-in barriers: Currently, subscribers must have a mylegion.org account and manually opt ir
Facebook metrics indicate 26%—27% of viewers are women, many of whom cannot subscribe ur
The preferred model is a simple web form (name, email, consent) allowing anyone to subscribe

Media Release Policies and Contest Participation

Snapshot of Service and Video of Service promotions need renewed focus. A media release forr
There is concern about a perceived double standard, as Legion awards and publications (e.g., cc
Photographers highlighted practical constraints: in public places, adult subjects typically do not
Easing release requirements for adult subjects in public settings could increase submissions.
Submission trends: In 23-24 there were 43 Snapshot of Service submissions; last year there wer
When the application and release were separate (23-24), submissions increased; when combine
Contest guidance: Submissions should support the four pillars and include identifiable S.A.L. ag

Leveraging Boys State/Girls State Social Media and Media Contacts

Participants discussed coordinating with Boys State and Girls State programs to amplify outreac
Virginia Boys State was highlighted for having a strong media person (a former delegate 5-6 ye
Plan to add Boys State/Girls State contacts to a master media contact list for broader coordinati
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COMMISSION / COMMITTEE

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
MEETING MINUTES

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Local Billboard Campaign and Outcomes
A squadron executed a local billboard between a major grocery store and the post for 30 days ¢

They collaborated with a national billboard company that refined the design after one element
The campaign goal is to challenge squads within the county to rotate billboards across differen
Reported impacts include increased hall rentals and auxiliary staff engagement; while no memk

Motion to Adjourn  Kevin Chaplin End Time 8:57am

Scribe's Kevm Ch ap I m Digitally signed by Kevin Chaplin Chairman's Kevm Ch apl In g;g;:al% zsggrle(;j(t))z 1Kle\gn6 ggap(l)lzoo

Date: 2025.10.04 11:37:08 -04'00 Attestation

Signature
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission/ Committee Name  Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission Meeting Date 06/09/2025

Meeting Time 2000hrs est
Meeting Type Virtual (call details) Zoom meeeting

and Location I:l In-Person (at site)

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Bruno Williamson (lI) Consultant P Nick Arceo (Co)
Vice Chairman P Eddy Seegars (Tx) Consultant A Bobby Crevelli (Ca)
Member P Bill Sutterlin (Oh) Consultant
Member P Peter DeAngelis (Ny) Consultant
Member P Todd Kabella (Ne) Consultant
Member A Seth Rippe (Ne) Consultant
CONA Rep P Tommie Cisna (Il) Consultant
NEC Liaison P Nick Arceo (Co)
NEC Liaison P Steve Pintarich (Ct)
NEC Liaison E John Meecham (Mt)
NEC Liaison A Gary Swanlund (Wy)
Scribe P Bruno Williamson (1) NEC Liaison

Guests TRAILING CANDIDATE FOR NATIONAL COMMANDER THOM SKELLY (Tx); BTO
V/C TIM VANPATTEN (Ny); LEGISLATIVE V/C GEORGE ALVA (Tx); JON
KINGSTON (Tx); DAVE AREND (Mn)

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

There being no objections, Chairman Williamson declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting
approved as published.

In the zoom meeting the chairman spoke on the spring 2025 resolutions that we submitted. 1)
Homeless Veterans accounting move from VA&R on the CSR to VE&E we sent it in to late; 2)
requesting that the VA&R be allowed to meet at the NEC's; it was rejected for lack of action in the
final resolve clause. That has heen corrected and both resolutions have been submitted for the Pre
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Committees

Bruno - VA Compassionate Contact Corp - The VA's Compassionate Contact Corps program began in 2(
Volunteers must be over age 18, attend orientation, successfully pass a background check, and be traine
What are the benefits of the Compassionate Contact Corp? To the Veteran: Added socialization; combat |

Eddy - Camp Hope - A camp near Houston, Tx. Providing peer to peer councling for those veterans sufferi
Camp Hope also provides on-site psychotherapy with licensed medical clinicians who specialize in addicti
According to their website, here are some statistics for the year 2023:

« Total veteran intake at Camp Hope — 240

« Individual counseling sessions — 3577

« Family counseling sessions — 3977

« Veterans that attended group sessions — 5679

« Veteran family members that attended family group sessions — 1056

« One-on-one Peer Counseling sessions — 9536

Over the last 10 years, Camp Hope has helped over 1800 combat veterans find “a renewed purpose, earn ¢
The PTSD Foundation of America and Camp Hope offer so many other services and training, both for com
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members

Bill - Honor Flight - Honor Flights in the individual states are a member of the Honor Flight N
One national requirement that affects all Honor Flights is starting May 7, 2025, everyone who fli
Many individual honor flights have a Facebook page. On these Facebook pages, you will find th
In addition to these social events for veterans, Honor Flight volunteers are doing fundraisers an
In addition to donating, individuals and groups can participate in Mail Call. Mail Call is made up

Peter - They marched for us. We walk for Them - it's also known as the Detachment of New Yorl

Seth - National Veterans Assistance Day - The National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Com
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)

Todd - just came on to the commission as of the spring NEC & does not have a project.

Nick - Volunteers for Hospitalized Veterans (V4HV) is a multi VSO organization since 1997 here in
the state of Colorado. Including The Sons of The American Legion, The American Legion, The
American Legion Auxiliary, The Marine Corps League, The Marine Corps League Auxiliary and
hospital volunteers. Our group holds a fundraising event every Wednesday at the south entrance of
the Rocky Mountain Regional Medical Center in Aurora Colorado. We sell popcorn and various
military/veteran related items. All the proceeds stay at the Hospital for hospitalized veterans and
veteran needs in the greater Denver area. We work very closely with the CDCE office at the hospital,
taking weekly requests to assist veterans and their families in need. Our primary charitable activities
include supplying clothing for the inpatient mental health unit to benefit homeless veterans, host
special events and support recreation therapy programs and finance specific needs of veterans facing
hardships as identified and requested by VA staff. This small organization has made a big difference at
the hospital. Our total income YTD is $82,500. Recently, we have focused on partnering with HUD-
Vash the VA's Veteran homeless outreach. We have provided over $25,000. total living expenses.
Total gifts and donations this year is $43,425.

Bruno - Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) - the goal for the year was to have have SAL
representation in 60 VAMC's by National Convention. We are currently at 52 with NEC liaison Steve
Pintarich as one of our newest VAVS reps and at his VA in Connecticut.

National Advisory Committee (NAC) - the SAL continues to be a voting member of this federally
mandated committee of over 100 V.S.O's that provides recommendations to the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs for the betterment of our veterans receiving VA care. At the fall meeting of the
Executive board, the SAL was re appointed to this 20 member board.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION with COMMITTEES
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Bruno - This commission no longer meets at the NEC's and only at Washington Conference, ¢
1) all commission members will work on a VA&R program for the year

2) all of the members have an area of responsibility. NE region - Peter DeAngelis (NY); SE region
2) Continue Working together with the National VE&E commission on Veterans Suicide Awaren
3) To have more applicants for the newly revamped Charles B. Rigsby award.

4) promote involvement with Wreaths Across America, especially with our young SONS *

5) Continue working on Resolutions, be it existing or new ones.

6) Increase presence in our State VA Homes. *

7) Fisher House — again we need stronger promotion, and we need to update our SAL/ FH apprt¢

Motion to Adjourn End Time 2057 hrs EST

Scribe's Chairman's

Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name 100th Anniversary Meeting Date 10/03/2025

Meeting Time 18:00
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)
and Location In-Person (atsite) ~ Sheraton Indianapolis

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Tyler Vanice (VA) Consultant
Vice Chairman P PNC Kevin Winkelmann (TX) Consultant
Member P PNC David Faust (WI) Consultant
Member P PNC Greg "Doc" Gibbs (NY) Consultant
Member P Bill Towns, Jr. (OH) Consultant
Member A Scott Garrett (CO) Consultant
P Juan Cruz (PR) Consultant

NEC Liaison

P Thom Skelley (TX) - Lead. Cand. NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

NEC Liaison

Scribe Bill Towns, Jr. (OH) NEC Liaison

Guests PNC Bob Worrel (IN); Bobby Crevelli (CA); Jeff Van Horn (IL); Ken Corbeilee (IN);
Chris Balsey (AZ); Bill Hill (MD); Ron Roberts (MS); John Lawrence (LA); Bill Murphy
(NJ); William Murphy, 1l (MA); PNC Rick Cook (OK); Larry Miller (IL); PNC Byron
Robichaux (LA); Jean Maxwell (TX); PNC Neal Warnken (KS); PNC David Stephens
(IN)

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the September 10, 2025, meeting were emailed out to all members for review. With no
revisions they were moved to file.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members
Filling of Committee Members, Consultants, and Liaison

The needed filling of consultants and liaisons has been discussed with SALCA. Will possibly be ¢

Old Business

Establishment of Detachment Chairmen — Chairman Vanice has a letter ready for the NECs askir
Drop Box / Facebook Page — The amount of members signed up on the unofficial 100th Annive
Time Capsule — Chairman Vanice met with staff at the Library / Museum asking for what help is .
Brochure — No action can be taken until full committee status is obtained and a budget discusse
Honoring Centennial Squadrons — There is a list of 14 original squadrons that are still active that

Budget — Once available request for startup promotional materials banners, video's, brochures, .
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members (continued)
Committee Assignments

Written History — Bill Towns has obtained copies of the 25th, 50th and 75th Anniversary books ¢
Marketing — David Faust — Reach out to the talent in the organization to create original music or
Celebrations — Things done for the 75th Anniversary and the 50th National Convention need to

Millennium Monthly Article Assignments - The articles must be submitted to Rusty Myers no lai
- Tyler Vanice (VA) Chairman - October 2025
- PNC Kevin Winkelmann (TX) Vice Chairman November 2025
- PNC David Faust (WI) December 2025
- PNC Greg “Doc” Gibbs (NY) January 2026
- Bill Towns (OH) February 2026
- Scott Garrett (CO) March 2026
- Juan Cruz-Rodriques (PR) April 2026

Short historical articles with pictures need to be stockpiled so that they can be on hand to be in
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Short promotional videos could be made at no cost using cell phone video. Short little eye-catching
shippets to promote and share on the website and Facebook pages.

Start a conversation about having a US Congressional Resolution honoring the 100th Anniversary.
Encourage detachments to do resolutions from the state congress for their celebrations.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion
The next regularly scheduled zoom meeting for October 8th will be cancelled as it is just a fe'

Next Meeting — November12, 2025
Scheduled 100th Anniversary Zoom meetings.
Time: 8:00 PM (Eastern)

Date: November 12, 2025, then

Every month on the Second Wednesday

Join Zoom Meeting
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93216523670?pwd=AHbudraPWoiDV6PJzXj7yECvMYOQIRC.1

Meeting ID: 932 1652 3670
Passcode: 768789

877 853 5257 Toll-free

Motion to Adjourn End Time 18:42
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name National Emergency Preparedness Meeting Date  10/3/2025

Meeting Time 5:00pm
Meeting Type |:|Virtua|(calldetails) Sheraton 9th floor board room

and Location In-Person (atsite)  Fall NEC 2025- Indianapolis, IN

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Steven Navarrete - NM Consultant P Joseph Guidice - NY
Vice Chairman P Brandon Curry - KY Consultant
Member P Kevin Oconnel - IL Consultant
Member P Michael Monsured - IA Consultant
Member  Jim Roberts - FL Consultant
Member P Tim Broker - NY Consultant
Consultant
Nat. Adjut. Anthony Wright NEC Liaison
PNC Joe Navarrete NEC Liaison
PNC Michael Fox NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
Scribe NEC Liaison

Guests Robin Monserud

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes

First official in person meeting as AD Hoc committee, no previous meeting minutes.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Reports of Members
The ad-hoc Committee on National Emergency Preparedness has been a few years in the making.

Initial thoughts on starting a National Security Committee for the Sons of The American Legion
started by talks with American Legion Executive Director of Government Affairs Mario Marquez,
Adjutant Wright, and PNC Hall.

At the close of the last National Convention, National Commander Clancy formed the ad-hoc
Committee on National Emergency Preparedness. Members include PNC Jim Roberts from Florida,
NEC Kevin O'Connell from lllinois, Mike Monsured from lowa, Brandon Curry from Kentucky, Tim
Brower from New York, and Steven Navarrete from New Mexico.

The Fall NEC committee meeting started with Commander Clancy addressing the committee and
guest with remarks and a goal to see this become a standing committee.

After members gave introductions, a Chairman and Vice Chairman were selected and approved.
Steven Navarrete was selected as Chairman and Brandon Curry as Vice Chairman, both accepted.

Vice Chairman Curry presented a resource document with a vision and mission statement for the
committee to review. Mike Monsured motioned to accept the document, second by NEC O'Connell,
motioned passed. Document also contains resource information for federal, state, local levels. The
document contains core values, initial training and education recommendations, along with
committee action steps. The document will be sent to the National Adjutant for filing.

Discussion centered around what the members would like to see this committee achieve. PNC Fox
stated The American Legion currently does not have any programs or a committee to address
national emergency preparedness, so as a committee there is an opportunity to build and set the
path for something great in our organization. The committee discussed resource response for
national emergencies, regional response, providing training, and guidelines for Detachments.

The committee's next step is to set out some initial goals, create an organization chart, and training
recommendations for national emergency preparedness at the state level. This information will be
distributed to the Detachments by the end of the year, building a project road-map from the
squadrons to detachments to regional and ultimately a nation response.

The committee agreed to continue to meet monthly via zoom.

With no further business to come before the committee, a motion to adjourn by NEC Curry and
second by Mike Monsured.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Motion to Adjourn  Motion to adjourn by Brandon Curry, Second by Mike Monsured End Time  6:10 pm
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Commission / Committee Name Sub-Committee on Resolutions Meeting Date  10/3/2025

Meeting Time 7:30pm
Meeting Type |:| Virtual (call details)
and Location In-Person (atsite)  Fall NEC- Indianapolis, IN

Roll Call (indicate 'P’ for present; 'E' for excused; 'A’ for absent; 'V' for virtual participant to an in-person session)

Chairman P Ned Fox Consultant P Ron Roberts
Vice Chairman P Brandon Curry Consultant
Member P Jay Marsden Consultant
Member P Thomas Deal Consultant
Member P Mark McCue Consultant
Member P Chris Sherman Consultant
E Camile LeJeune Jr. Consultant
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
NEC Liaison
Scribe Ned Fox NEC Liaison

Guests Dale Toenies, Bill Anchors, Mike Nigbor, Tim Cerdel, Kevin Chaplin, Gary Leach,
Rusty Myers, Frank Meraz Jr.

Reading of the Previous Meeting Minutes
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMISSION / COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

SAL Resolution 1 - Fall 2025 Title: Rename of the Public and Media Communication Commission
Be it resolved that the "Public and Media Communications Commission” be renamed the "Media

and Communications Commission" to align with the corresponding commission of The American

Legion.

Motion by Jay Marsden to approve and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed unanimously.

SAL Resolution 4 - Spring 2025 Title: 100% Membership Award

Be it resolved the awarding of a $100.00 gift certificate from National Emblem Sales to each
Detachment Commander that attains 100% membership by the May target date and that the gift
certificate be used by November 30th of the year awarded and must be used at one time and
cannot be used at National Convention or Department Convention locations. Motion by Jay
Marsden to approve the resolution with changes and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed
unanimously.

SAL Resolution 12 - Spring 2025 Title: Veterans and Children's Fund (VCF) Donation

Be it resolved the donation of $250,000 be made to Veterans and Children's Fund (VCF) from the
SAL Liability Account, Sons of The American Legion restricted fund. Motion by Jay Marsden to
approve the resolution with changes and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Fox reminded committee members to attend their regional meetings and if they are
unable to notify the NVC and Chairman.

A question was asked regarding the date/time of the resolution committee meeting. The Chairman
explained that this was due to the "old process" for receiving resolutions. With the "new process"
being a work in progress maybe the date/time will change.

The question was also raised why the committee had not received the the resolutions earlier than
the start of the meeting. The process is that the committee should receive the resolution 7 days
prior to the meeting. Chairman said he would reach out to the Adjutant 30 days prior and then follow
up 10 days prior if he still did not have them moving forward.
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

For the Good of the Sons of The American Legion

Motion to Adjourn End Time
Scribe's Chairman's
Signature Attestation
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The Sons of The American Legion

National Executive Committee
Held on
May 3-4, 2025

Resolution Page 1 of 2

No.: SAL Resolution 4 - Spring, 2025
Title:  100% Membership Award

Origin: Membership and Squadron Activities Committee

WHEREAS, The National Membership Committee needs to establish and implement an incentive program to
reward those Detachments that attain their 100% Membership Goal by the established May target date; and

WHEREAS, Each Detachment Commander is the driving force for membership in his Detachment; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on May 3-4, 2025, that the National Executive Committee
hereby authorizes the awarding of a $100.00 Gift Certificate from National Emblem Sales to each
Detachment Commander that attains 100% membership by the May target date; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the gift certificate be used by November 30 of the year awarded, and must be used at
one time and cannot be used at National Convention or Department Convention locations; and,

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 4 (NEC, Oct. 1991, Subject: “100% Membership Award”) be, and is

hereby, rescinded; and, be it finally

SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation
Approved m with changes

Rejected O

Referred to: o

Other Action O

SAL Resolutions Chairman Name and Signature
signature required

/Ve(/ey C Foy - /r(wlf/}yx on 7 0/0.3/2025

SAL Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature
signature required

Withan G, HH - neeting on 70/04/2025

NEDLEY C. FOX, Chairman
SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions

SAL Committee, Chairman Name, and Signature
signature required

Daryl VerStreate, Ur. - meeting on 05/02/2025

WILLIAM G. HILL, Chairman
SAL Internal Affairs Commission

SAL Finance Commission Chairman Name and Signature
signature required

effrey Van torn - meeting on 70/04/2025

JEFFREY VAN HORN, Chairman
SAL Finance Commission

The American Legion Finance Commission Recommendation
Approved O

Rejected O

Held for Further Study o

DARYL VERSTREATE, JR., Chairman
SAL Membership and Squadron Activities Committee

GAITHER M. KENNER, JR., Chairman
Finance Commission, The American Legion



The Sons of The American Legion

National Executive Committee
Held on
May 3-4, 2025

Resolution Page 2 of 2

No.: SAL Resolution 4 - Spring, 2025
Title:  100% Membership Award
Origin: Membership and Squadron Activities Committee

RESOLVED, That this resolution shall take effect immediately following the acceptance of this resolution
by The American Legion and Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee; to be
awarded at the 2025 2026 Sons of The American Legion National Convention in Fampa; Flerida
Louisville, Kentucky.

SAL Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature
signature required

SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation
Approved m with changes

Rejected O
Reforred to: 0 Withan § HH - meeting on 10/04/2025
Other Action O WILLIAM G. HILL, Chairman

SAL Internal Affairs Commission

SAL Resolutions Chairman Name and Signature

signature required SAL Finance Commission Chairman Name and Signature
signature required

Wedley C. For - meetivg on 70/03/2025

NEDLEY C. FOX, Chairman effrey Van torn ~ meelig or 7 0/047202 5

SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions JEFFREY VAN HORN, Chairman
SAL Finance Commission
The American Legion Finance Commission Recommendation
Approved O
Rejected O

SAL Committee, Chairman Name, and Signature Held for Further Study o

signature required

Daryl VerStreate, Ur. - meeting on 05/02/2025

DARYL VERSTREATE, JR., Chairman GAITHER M. KENNER, JR., Chairman
SAL Membership and Squadron Activities Committee Finance Commission, The American Legion




The Sons of The American Legion

National Executive Committee
Held on
May 3-4, 2025

Resolution Page 1 of 1

No.: SAL Resolution 12 - Spring, 2025
Title:  Veterans and Children’s Fund (VCF) Donation
Origin: Finance Commission

WHEREAS, in the 1970s a Sons of The American Legion Liability Account was established as a restricted fund
in the event of emergencies such as membership decline, etc., and temporary funds were needed to meet
expenses; and

WHEREAS, the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled in
Indianapolis, Indiana, May 4-5, 2005 by NEC Resolution No. 6 established a ceiling of $500,000 (with a
variance of +/- 1.5%) for the Sons of The American Legion Liability Fund Account for each budget year ending
in the month of December and be reviewed annually by the Internal Affairs Commission of The American
Legion at the Spring meetings for adequacy and from a fiscal management viewpoint; and

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion Restricted Fund is presently over the variance established; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on May 3-4, 2025, that a donation in the amount of Two
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) be made to The American Legion Veterans and Children’s
Foundation (VCF); and be it further

RESOLVED, that the funds for this purpose be taken from the SAL Liability Account (Aeeount#2118),
Sons of The American Legion restricted fund.

SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation SAL Finance Commission Chairman Name, and Signature
Approved m with changes signature required

Rejected O

Referred to: o Ueffrey Van Horn ~ meeting on 05/02/2025

Other Action O

JEFFREY VAN HORN, Chairman

SAL Resolutions Chairman Name and Signature SAL Finance Commission

signature required

Wedtey C. Fov - meeting ox 70/03/2025

NEDLEY C. FOX, Chairman
SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions

The American Legion Finance Commission Recommendation
Approved O
Rejected O

SAL Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature Held for Further Study o

signature required

Withan . HH - neeting on 70/04/2025

WILLIAM G. HILL, Chairman GAITHER M. KENNER, JR., Chairman
SAL Internal Affairs Commission Finance Commission, The American Legion




The Sons of The American Legion

National Executive Committee
Held on
October 4-5, 2025

Resolution Page 1 of 1

No.: SAL Resolution 1 — Fall 2025
Title: Rename of the Public and Media Communications Commission
Origin: Internal Affairs Commission

WHEREAS, the Sons of The American Legion currently maintains a standing commission titled “Public and
Media Communications Commission”’; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion commission overseeing the same area of responsibility is titled “Media and
Communications Commission’; and

WHEREAS, alignment in nomenclature between The American Legion and the Sons of The American Legion
commissions promotes consistency, clarity, and organizational unity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of the Sons of The American Legion in regular
meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 4-5, 2025, that the “Public and Media
Communications Commission” be renamed the “Media and Communications Commission” to align with
the corresponding commission of The American Legion; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately following the acceptance of this resolution
by the Sons of The American Legion National Executive Committee and The American Legion.

SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation SAL Finance Commission Chairman Name, and Signature

Approved m signature required

Rejected O

Referred to: O effre Horn — meeting 10/04/2025
Other Action O ff (4 Var "~ meotnp / /

JEFFREY VAN HORN, Chairman
SAL Finance Commission

SAL Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature

SAL Resolutions Chairman Name and Signature

signature required

Wedtey C. Fov - meeting ox 70/03/2025

signature required

Heviv Chaplly - meeting on 70/04/2025

NEDLEY C. FOX, Chairman
SAL Subcommittee on Resolutions

SAL Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature
signature required

Wiltllan § HH ~ weeting on 70/04/2025

WILLIAM G. HILL, Chairman
SAL Internal Affairs Commission

KEVIN CHAPLIN, Chairman
SAL Public Media & Communication Commission

The American Legion Finance Commission Recommendation
Approved O

Rejected O

Held for Further Study o

GAITHER M. KENNER, JR., Chairman
Finance Commission, The American Legion



	Commission or Committee Name: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission
	Meeting Date: 06/09/2025
	Meeting Time: 2000hrs est
	Meeting Type: Virtual
	Virtual Meeting Details: Zoom meeeting
	In-Person Meeting Details: 
	Chairman Attendance: P
	Chairman Name: Bruno Williamson (Il)
	Vice Chairman Attendance: P
	Vice Chairman Name: Eddy Seegars (Tx)
	Member1 Attendance: P
	Member1 Name: Bill Sutterlin (Oh)
	Member2 Attendance: P
	Member2 Name: Peter DeAngelis (Ny)
	Member3 Attendance: P
	Member3 Name: Todd Kabella (Ne)
	Member4 Attendance: A
	Member4 Name: Seth Rippe (Ne)
	Other1 Position: CONA Rep
	Other1 Attendance: P
	Other1 Name: Tommie Cisna (Il)
	Other2 Position: 
	Other2 Attendance: 
	Other2 Name: 
	Other3 Position: 
	Other3 Attendance: 
	Other3 Name: 
	Other4 Position: 
	Other4 Attendance: 
	Other4 Name: 
	Other5 Position: 
	Other5 Attendance: 
	Other5 Name: 
	Scribe Attendance: P
	Scribe Name: Bruno Williamson (Il)
	Consultant1 Attendance: P
	Consultant1 Name: Nick Arceo (Co)
	Consultant2 Attendance: A
	Consultant2 Name: Bobby Crevelli (Ca)
	Consultant3 Attendance: 
	Consultant3 Name: 
	Consultant4 Attendance: 
	Consultant4 Name: 
	Consultant5 Attendance: 
	Consultant5 Name: 
	Consultant6 Attendance: 
	Consultant6 Name: 
	Consultant7 Attendance: 
	Consultant7 Name: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name: Nick Arceo (Co)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name:  Steve Pintarich (Ct)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name: John Meecham (Mt)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance: A
	NEC Liaison4 Name: Gary Swanlund (Wy)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name: 
	Guests: TRAILING CANDIDATE FOR NATIONAL COMMANDER THOM SKELLY (Tx); BTO V/C TIM VANPATTEN (Ny); LEGISLATIVE V/C GEORGE ALVA (Tx); JON KINGSTON (Tx); DAVE AREND (Mn)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes: There being no objections, Chairman Williamson declared the minutes of the Spring 2024 meeting approved as published. 
In the zoom meeting the chairman spoke on the spring 2025 resolutions that we submitted. 1) Homeless Veterans accounting move from VA&R on the CSR to VE&E we sent it in to late; 2) requesting that the VA&R be allowed to meet at the NEC's; it was rejected for lack of action in the final resolve clause. That has been corrected and both resolutions have been submitted for the Pre Convention NEC. Those were not brought up at the National Convention & we have resubmitted them for the Fall 2025 N.E.C.
	Reports of Committees: Bruno - VA Compassionate Contact Corp - The VA’s Compassionate Contact Corps program began in 2021 because of the COVID 19 pandemic. It was developed to help veterans who are lonely or socially isolated. In 2021 alone over seven hundred volunteers made more than 13,000 calls to veterans. This is VA’s version of the Buddy Checks. 
   Volunteers must be over age 18, attend orientation, successfully pass a background check, and be trained for specific duties. Many come from VSO’s & are veterans themselves, but neither of these is a requirement. Volunteers after they receive training with VA, either online or in person with CDCE (center for development civic engagement). They will than fill out a questionnaire to try to find a veteran with which you are compatible. The “visits” are typically once or twice a week 15 to 60 minutes. The schedule and length are based on need & availability of both the volunteer & the veteran. These are done by phone or video calls or on a computer. All your hours are kept track of & you accumulate hospital volunteer hours.
  What are the benefits of the Compassionate Contact Corp? To the Veteran: Added socialization; combat loneliness and or boredom, a new opportunity to share your story with a “New” audience. To the Volunteer: the opportunity to meet one of our nations heroes & build a connection with them; develop active listening skills & empathy; the flexibility of a volunteer program that works with your schedule. To the Caregiver: VA understands your commitment to your Veteran. And being a caregiver be it for a spouse, parent, friend, or child is highly stressful. And many ignore their own needs to focus on the person they are caring for. This program no matter how brief allows the caregiver time to address their own needs; hopefully become healthier; and to be at more peace. It allows them a brief respite on a regular basis.
 
Eddy - Camp Hope - A camp near Houston, Tx. Providing peer to peer councling for those veterans suffering with P.T.S.D. From the beginning, Camp Hope has also operated a 24 hour crisis hotline that is manned by trained combat veterans, many who have overcome their own difficulties in the past. There are over 100 individuals nationwide that provide services with the focus of reducing veteran suicide. They have provided more than 16,000 combat veterans and their families with help in the foundation’s first twelve years. They have Outreach Offices are located in six cities with some of the highest suicide rates, Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, Atlanta, Phoenix, and Tampa. The primary goal of their Outreach is to help veterans with PTSD, provide them the Camp Hope program is they are qualified, peer-to-peer (combat veteran to combat veteran) services, support groups, and crisis intervention. The Outreach program also assists communities in understanding PTSD and suicide awareness, encouraging them to have a greater involvement in veteran issues.
Camp Hope also provides on-site psychotherapy with licensed medical clinicians who specialize in addiction and trauma. They also work with families so that they can have a better understanding that any illness, including mental health, can greatly affect the family relationships. Medical needs of each veteran is maintained and coordinated with other care as needed. There is also a Chaplaincy program to provide for the spiritual needs of the veterans which can offer a key link in the healing process.
According to their website, here are some statistics for the year 2023:
• Total veteran intake at Camp Hope – 240
• Individual counseling sessions – 3577
• Family counseling sessions – 3977
• Veterans that attended group sessions – 5679
• Veteran family members that attended family group sessions – 1056
• One-on-one Peer Counseling sessions – 9536
Over the last 10 years, Camp Hope has helped over 1800 combat veterans find “a renewed purpose, earn college degrees, find employment, become financially independent, reunify with their families, and reintegrate into society.”
The PTSD Foundation of America and Camp Hope offer so many other services and training, both for combat veterans and those looking to assist. There are too many to list here in this article but anyone interested in learning more can check out their website mentioned earlier. There is a great opportunity to help our combat veterans who are engaged in a fight that they did not anticipate having to fight.
 
 

	Reports of Members: Bill - Honor Flight - Honor Flights in the individual states are a member of the Honor Flight Network which was founded in 2005. When you visit this website www.honorflight.org, you can find a hub near you and another page shows the schedule of all honor flights across the United States. The impact of the Honor Flight nationwide honored 22,244 plus Veterans Honored in 2023, Veterans Honored Since 2005 is 300,000, and there are currently 44,318 Veterans on the waitlist nationwide. You can get information about specific areas by googling on the internet. Also, you can find the name of the various hubs on the website so you can google a specific hub name.
One national requirement that affects all Honor Flights is starting May 7, 2025, everyone who flies must have the Real ID driver’s license with a star to allow them to fly or they must have a passport. It is important for all veterans to comply with this requirement to fly. Honor Flight Columbus, Ohio will have one of the first flights on March 27th. Badger Honor Flight in Wisconsin will be April 19th.
Many individual honor flights have a Facebook page. On these Facebook pages, you will find that Honor Flight groups provide more than a free flight for veterans to go to Washington, D.C. These groups are busy all year, even when there are no flights. They host or advertise social opportunities for the veterans to attend. Honor Flight Kentucky sent· Happy Birthday wishes to “Friendly” Fred Hall who turned 98 years young January 1st.!
In addition to these social events for veterans, Honor Flight volunteers are doing fundraisers and setting up table displays to publicize information about Honor Flight and to collect donations. Mid Michigan Honor Flight received all proceeds from the Gaylord Blue Devils Hockey charity game vs Lakeshore Badgers on January 17, 2025. These funds will support their four flights in 2025. Honor Flight Columbus put together an Amazon Wish List to support their 10 flights in 2025. Murray Equipment, Inc. employees donated $7,311 to Honor Flight Northeast Indiana. The donated funds from the employees were from various projects and activities that raised money. Central Illinois truly showed up for our Veterans and the results were nothing short of AMAZING!  We are thrilled to announce that our WEEK phone-a-thon raised an incredible $38,293! 
In addition to donating, individuals and groups can participate in Mail Call. Mail Call is made up of cards and letters from family, friends and neighbors expressing their appreciation and thanks to the veterans. It is a throwback to when the veterans were deployed when in the service. Volunteers maintain this activity. Each group has their own requirements. 
 
Peter - They marched for us. We walk for Them -  it's also known as the Detachment of New York Walkathon. In conjunction with the Department of New York's American Legion Auxiliary these state wide walk a thons raise money for New York's 17 VA Medical Centers and State VA homes. This years walks raised over $50,000. 
 
Seth - National Veterans Assistance Day - The National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission wants to know how you will be recognizing National Veterans  Assistance Day (NVAD)on May 17, 2025! Established in 2008 to underscore the importance of our work on behalf of those who served, VNA Day is a great opportunity to coordinate a service project for a veteran in your community.  Whether you are building a ramp to make their house more accessible, cleaning up their yard for spring, or painting and repairing that fence that needs some attention VNA Day is the perfect occasion to do something with your younger Sons, the Squadron, with the Post or TAL Family! And don’t forget to record your hours and donations on your Consolidated Squadron Report under the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation section. No act of appreciation is too small!

	Reports of Members cotinued: Todd - just came on to the commission as of the spring NEC & does not have a project.
 
Nick - Volunteers for Hospitalized Veterans (V4HV) is a multi VSO organization  since 1997 here in the state of Colorado. Including The Sons of The American Legion, The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, The Marine Corps League, The Marine Corps League Auxiliary and hospital volunteers.  Our group holds a fundraising event every Wednesday at the south entrance of the Rocky Mountain Regional Medical Center in Aurora Colorado. We sell popcorn and various military/veteran related items. All the proceeds stay at the Hospital for hospitalized veterans and veteran needs in the greater Denver area. We work very closely with the CDCE office at the hospital, taking weekly requests to assist veterans and their families in need. Our primary charitable activities include supplying clothing for the inpatient mental health unit to benefit homeless veterans, host special events and support recreation therapy programs and finance specific needs of veterans facing hardships as identified and requested by VA staff. This small organization has made a big difference at the hospital. Our total income YTD is $82,500. Recently, we have focused on partnering with HUD-Vash the VA's Veteran homeless outreach. We have provided over $25,000. total living expenses. Total gifts and donations this year is $43,425. 
 
Bruno - Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) - the goal for the year was to have have SAL representation in 60 VAMC's by National Convention. We are currently at 52 with NEC liaison Steve Pintarich as one of our newest VAVS reps and at his VA in Connecticut. 
National Advisory Committee (NAC) - the SAL continues to be a voting member of this federally mandated committee of over 100 V.S.O's that provides recommendations to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for the betterment of our veterans receiving VA care. At the fall meeting of the Executive board, the SAL was re appointed to this 20 member board.

	For the Good: Bruno - This commission no longer meets at the NEC's and only at Washington Conference, & our first zoom meeting is October 6th. Here are our goals and assignments for 2026.
1) all commission members will work on a VA&R program for the year 
2) all of the members have an area of responsibility. NE region - Peter DeAngelis (NY); SE region - Eddy Seegars (TX); Central region - Bill Sutterlin (OH); Midwest region - Todd Kabella (NE); West region until the vacancy is filled Bruno Williamson (IL).
2) Continue Working together with the National VE&E commission on Veterans Suicide Awareness &  VA S.A.V.E.
3) To have more applicants for the newly revamped Charles B. Rigsby award.
4) promote involvement with Wreaths Across America, especially with our young SONS *
5) Continue working on Resolutions, be it existing or new ones.
6) Increase presence in our State VA Homes. *
7) Fisher House – again we need stronger promotion, and we need to update our SAL/ FH approved poster. This was approved by our NEC, TAL NEC and IA in 2009 membership year

	Motion to Adjourn: 
	End Time: 2057 hrs EST
	Commission or Committee Name138: Children & Youth
	Meeting Date139: 10/03/2025
	Meeting Time140: 19:30
	Meeting Type141: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details142: 
	In-Person Meeting Details143: Fall NEC  Indianapolis 
	Chairman Attendance144: P
	Chairman Name145: Jeff Trout
	Vice Chairman Attendance146: P
	Vice Chairman Name147: Chris Reachard 
	Member1 Attendance148: E
	Member1 Name149: Brian Shedd
	Member2 Attendance150: E
	Member2 Name151: Tom Arista
	Member3 Attendance152: P
	Member3 Name153: Elwood Bourne
	Member4 Attendance154: P
	Member4 Name155: David Miller
	Other1 Position156: 
	Other1 Attendance157: 
	Other1 Name158: 
	Other2 Position159: 
	Other2 Attendance160: 
	Other2 Name161: 
	Other3 Position162: 
	Other3 Attendance163: 
	Other3 Name164: 
	Other4 Position165: 
	Other4 Attendance166: 
	Other4 Name167: 
	Other5 Position168: 
	Other5 Attendance169: 
	Other5 Name170: 
	Scribe Attendance171: 
	Scribe Name172: Chris Reachard 
	Consultant1 Attendance173: P
	Consultant1 Name174: Isaac Miller 3rd
	Consultant2 Attendance175: P
	Consultant2 Name176: John Lawrence 
	Consultant3 Attendance177: 
	Consultant3 Name178: 
	Consultant4 Attendance179: 
	Consultant4 Name180: 
	Consultant5 Attendance181: 
	Consultant5 Name182: 
	Consultant6 Attendance183: 
	Consultant6 Name184: 
	Consultant7 Attendance185: 
	Consultant7 Name186: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance187: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name188: Steve England (VT)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance189: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name190: David Rippe (NE)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance191: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name192: Rolland Butler (LT)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance193: E
	NEC Liaison4 Name194: Joseph Wysochanski (PA)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance195: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name196: 
	Guests197: National Commander Bill Clancy - Addressed the committee and offered his support.
NVC Jeremy Revell - Addressed the committee and offered the support of the NVCs.
NVC Chris Casey
NVC Steve Honigfort
NVC Bryan Hine
NC Leading Candidate Thom Skelley - Addressed the committee. Talked about scholarship awards and getting out into the schools.
NC Trailing Candidate Mike Monserud - Addressed the committee. Talked about keeping a positive outlook on the committee and thinking outside of the box to get Detachments and youth involved.
PNC Cliff Smith
PNC JR Stillwell
 
35 in attendance
	Reading of the Previous Minutes198: 
	Reports of Members199: Chairman Trout welcomed everyone to the meeting and conducted opening ceremonies.
He moved on to inviting our Guests to speak.
Chairman Trout moved on to committee and regional reports.
 
Chris Reachard - COTA - No report at this time
 
Eastern Region call - I gave the Children and Youth Committee update. No other Children and Youth Detachment reports were given.
 
David Miller - VCF - The Veterans and Children Foundation (VCF), formerly known as The American Legion Endowment Fund provides temporary financial assistance to military and veteran parents facing unexpected financial hardships that threaten the stability of their homes.
 
A one-time Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) grant can be used to cover food, housing, utilities, and other basic needs. Additionally, VCF funds training for The American Legion’s accredited Veteran Service Officers (VSO) who are working over 750,000 benefits claims for disabled veterans and their families – free of charge.
 
To be eligible to receive the grant (up to $2500), the minor child must not be older than 17, or 20 if still enrolled in high school or is physically handicapped. The minor child must be the biological child, stepchild, or in the legal custody of, a qualifying veteran. The application must originate at the local level, and an investigation needs to be performed at the Post or Department level.
 
To be eligible to receive the grant (up to $2500), the minor child must not be older than 17, or 20 if still enrolled in high school or is physically handicapped. The minor child must be the biological child, stepchild, or in the legal custody of, a qualifying veteran. The application must originate at the local level, and an investigation needs to be performed at the Post or Department level.
 
Additional information can be found on the National website (Link 1)
 
Goal Spread the word (communication). Let people know what VCF is and how it impacts Veterans and their families. There are pamphlets available on the national website (Link 2). Recommend printing the VCF pamphlets, passing them out, and making them available (set on table to be picked up).
 
Let people know about the 1919 society and what perks are associated with it. A brochure is available on the national website, as well as a pledge form (Links 3 and 4). Recommend printing the 1919 Society pamplets and making them available (note: should not need to print as many as the VCF brochure)
 
The 1919 society is a network of donors who believe in The American Legion’s commitment to veterans, military service, young people, responsible citizenship, and patriotic values. Individuals or groups who donate $1000 or more are made members of the 1919 society. There are different tiers of support. Donations of $2500 or more are listed on a “Wall of Honor,” located at National Headquarters and recognized at national conventions.
 
Donations do not need to be in one lump sum. The pledge form allows you to contribute annually, quarterly, monthly, etc…
 
Offer “swag.” Set up a table and “sell” items such as coins, polos, tee shirts, stress balls, etc… The income from each item will be “small,” but it will add up. If you sell 200 coins at $20 each, that’s $4000, minus production costs. Recommend creating and “selling” coins (note: will need to determine if this is allowable). All funds, minus production costs, to be donated to VCF. A table could be set up to distribute swag and brochures.
 
Recommendations for other ideas are welcome.

	Reports of Members cotinued200: Elwood Bourne Children's Miracle Network - Nothing to report
 
Central Region Chairman Trout gave the committee report. no Detachment reports on C & Y.
 
Sean Phelan addressed the committee and talked about the success of the MD Victory Garden and the work he will be doing for the committee, with creating printable gardening brochures and starter kits for the Detachments.
 
Chairman Trout - Committee Assignments and Goals
Chris Reachard will stay with COTA
Brian Shedd will stay with the Children and Youth Academy
Elwood Bourne will take on the Children Miracle Network
VCF will be assigned to David Miller.
 
previous zoom call meeting minutes
 
Chairman Trout would like to see a 10% increase across the board for all assigned programs with donations.
 
Chairman Trout would like all committee members to work on getting awareness out to all Detachments on their assigned tasks.
 
Chairman Trout assigned regional zoom meetings.
 
Chris Reachard - COTA - I spoke with Rick Lofgen at the COTA dinner at the National Convention. SAL donations are tracked by COTA under a separate code from the Legion Family.
 
Brian Shedd - Children and Youth Academy - Brian gave an update on the Academy at the National Convention. had a great turnout of youth. some activities had to be changed due to the weather. All in all, it was a successful event.
 
Jeffery Hicks - Americanism Commission Chairman - Chairman Hicks mentioned that the commission is looking at improvements for the 2025-2026 Academy.
 
Chairman Trout - Children and Youth Garden
 
Chairman Trout mentioned that Sean Phelan will be working with the committee this year to create pamphlets for the National Commander Clancy.
 
Chris Reachard mentioned that maybe the committee could create the pamphlets and share them with Internal Affairs and the Americanism Commission for approval to be submitted to National to have printable PDF pamphlets put on the Legion Website for easy printing by Detachments and Squadrons.
	For the Good201: None at this time.
	Motion to Adjourn202: Chris Reachard 
	End Time203: 20:31
	Commission or Committee Name204: 100th Anniversary
	Meeting Date205: 10/03/2025
	Meeting Time206: 18:00
	Meeting Type207: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details208: 
	In-Person Meeting Details209: Sheraton Indianapolis
	Chairman Attendance210: P
	Chairman Name211: Tyler Vanice (VA)
	Vice Chairman Attendance212: P
	Vice Chairman Name213: PNC Kevin Winkelmann (TX)
	Member1 Attendance214: P
	Member1 Name215: PNC David Faust (WI)
	Member2 Attendance216: P
	Member2 Name217: PNC Greg "Doc" Gibbs (NY)
	Member3 Attendance218: P
	Member3 Name219: Bill Towns, Jr. (OH)
	Member4 Attendance220: A
	Member4 Name221: Scott Garrett (CO)
	Other1 Position222: 
	Other1 Attendance223: P
	Other1 Name224: Juan Cruz (PR)
	Other2 Position225: 
	Other2 Attendance226: 
	Other2 Name227: 
	Other3 Position228: 
	Other3 Attendance229: P
	Other3 Name230: Thom Skelley (TX) - Lead. Cand.
	Other4 Position231: 
	Other4 Attendance232: 
	Other4 Name233: 
	Other5 Position234: 
	Other5 Attendance235: 
	Other5 Name236: 
	Scribe Attendance237: 
	Scribe Name238: Bill Towns, Jr. (OH)
	Consultant1 Attendance239: 
	Consultant1 Name240: 
	Consultant2 Attendance241: 
	Consultant2 Name242: 
	Consultant3 Attendance243: 
	Consultant3 Name244: 
	Consultant4 Attendance245: 
	Consultant4 Name246: 
	Consultant5 Attendance247: 
	Consultant5 Name248: 
	Consultant6 Attendance249: 
	Consultant6 Name250: 
	Consultant7 Attendance251: 
	Consultant7 Name252: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance253: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name254: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance255: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name256: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance257: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name258: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance259: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name260: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance261: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name262: 
	Guests263: PNC Bob Worrel (IN); Bobby Crevelli (CA); Jeff Van Horn (IL); Ken Corbeilee (IN); Chris Balsey (AZ); Bill Hill (MD); Ron Roberts (MS); John Lawrence (LA); Bill Murphy (NJ); William Murphy, III (MA); PNC Rick Cook (OK); Larry Miller (IL); PNC Byron Robichaux (LA); Jean Maxwell (TX); PNC Neal Warnken (KS); PNC David Stephens (IN)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes264: Minutes of the September 10, 2025, meeting were emailed out to all members for review. With no revisions they were moved to file.
	Reports of Members265: Filling of Committee Members, Consultants, and Liaison
 
The needed filling of consultants and liaisons has been discussed with SALCA. Will possibly be addressed when full committee status is confirmed.
 
 
 
Old Business
 
Establishment of Detachment Chairmen – Chairman Vanice has a letter ready for the NECs asking each detachment to appoint a chairman/ official representative for contact. An Email list of SAL Members interested in staying informed and offering help has been started. Detachment Commanders need to submit there chairman so that a official list of representatives can be made. Bill Hill stated that once the full committee status is given these chairmen could be added to the form of Detachment Chairmen as in other committees.
 
Drop Box / Facebook Page –   The amount of members signed up on the unofficial 100th Anniversary Facebook page has doubled to over 400 just since National Convention. The goal is to get Legion Family members to discover and share pictures of historical items in showcases and on display around their post homes and on their travels. We encourage NVCs, NECs, and Commanders to look for and promote this activity during squadron visitations. We are also encouraging each detachment to submit a list of all their Past Commanders as no record has been kept of this. Chairman Vanice has been in contact with Jeff Stoffer about having a SAL Page The Legion Magazine and what would be needed to copy the layout of the Centennial Legion Website to create a centennial SAL Website.
 
Time Capsule – Chairman Vanice met with staff at the Library / Museum asking for what help is available to track down historical items, and the possibility of them housing a SAL Time Capsule like the one The American Legion put there during the 100th Legion Anniversary. Until recently SAL documents and photos were not digitized so research is limited until this gets corrected.
 
Brochure – No action can be taken until full committee status is obtained and a budget discussed.
 
Honoring Centennial Squadrons – There is a list of 14 original squadrons that are still active that will be recognized. An effort must be made to keep them active. Each Detachment will be asked to compile a list of their oldest active squadrons, and as time gets closer recognize members with the most continuous membership years.
 
Budget – Once available request for startup promotional materials banners, video’s, brochures, and research travel will be followed up with funds needed for the celebration, awards, anniversary commander covers, etc.

	Reports of Members cotinued266: Committee Assignments
 
Written History – Bill Towns has obtained copies of the 25th, 50th and 75th Anniversary books as well as the 40th and 50th Convention books. They will be used as a starting point. Research is needed to compile a list of the early Legion SAL Program Chairmen, as well as creating a timeline of organizational creating and major changing resolutions along with accomplishments. Create a list of award winners going back before the start of the National organization.
 
Marketing – David Faust – Reach out to the talent in the organization to create original music or song to promote the 100th Anniversary. See if rights to show the original 1938 Sons of Legion Movie can be obtained. Look for was to tie the history to the future for growth.  PNC Stephens spoke that a song on the SAL is out there. Bill Towns believes that he has a copy of the lyrics we will look them up. 
 
Celebrations – Things done for the 75th Anniversary and the 50th National Convention need to be reviewed for best practices. What worked, what didn’t. Cooperation from and with the National Library to continue to collect, digitize, and make accessible SAL items to be researched and preserved. Encourage Detachments to hold their own celebrations and create an anniversary book of their own.  
 
Millennium Monthly Article Assignments - The articles must be submitted to Rusty Myers no later than the 15 of the previous month.
  - Tyler Vanice (VA) Chairman - October 2025
  - PNC Kevin Winkelmann (TX) Vice Chairman November 2025
  - PNC David Faust (WI) December 2025
  - PNC Greg “Doc” Gibbs (NY) January 2026
  - Bill Towns (OH) February 2026
  - Scott Garrett (CO) March 2026
  - Juan Cruz-Rodriques (PR) April 2026
 
Short historical articles with pictures need to be stockpiled so that they can be on hand to be inserted in the Millennium as space allows.
	New Business267: Short promotional videos could be made at no cost using cell phone video. Short little eye-catching snippets to promote and share on the website and Facebook pages. 
 
Start a conversation about having a US Congressional Resolution honoring the 100th Anniversary. Encourage detachments to do resolutions from the state congress for their celebrations.
	For the Good269: The next regularly scheduled zoom meeting for October 8th will be cancelled as it is just a few days after the close of the Fall NEC.
 
Next Meeting – November12, 2025 
 
Scheduled 100th Anniversary Zoom meetings.
Time: 8:00 PM (Eastern)
Date: November 12, 2025, then
Every month on the Second Wednesday
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93216523670?pwd=AHbudraPWoiDV6PJzXj7yECvMY0iRC.1
 
Meeting ID: 932 1652 3670
 
Passcode: 768789
 
877 853 5257 Toll-free
	Motion to Adjourn270: 
	End Time271: 18:42
	Commission or Committee Name274: Child Well Being Foundation
	Meeting Date275: 10/3/2025
	Meeting Time276: 6:00 pm
	Meeting Type277: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details278: 
	In-Person Meeting Details279: Sheraton Downtown Indianapolis
	Chairman Attendance280: P
	Chairman Name281: Mark Nave (PA)
	Vice Chairman Attendance282: P
	Vice Chairman Name283: Sandy Lipman (MI)
	Member1 Attendance284: 
	Member1 Name285: 
	Member2 Attendance286: P
	Member2 Name287: George Fleming (PA)
	Member3 Attendance288: P
	Member3 Name289: Jon Coakley, II (OH)
	Member4 Attendance290: P
	Member4 Name291: Lyle Chapman (GA)
	Other1 Position292: Member
	Other1 Attendance293: P
	Other1 Name294: John Sansoucie (MO)
	Other2 Position295: CONA Rep
	Other2 Attendance296: P
	Other2 Name297: Bob Brown (GA)
	Other3 Position298: 
	Other3 Attendance299: 
	Other3 Name300: 
	Other4 Position301: 
	Other4 Attendance302: 
	Other4 Name303: 
	Other5 Position304: 
	Other5 Attendance305: 
	Other5 Name306: 
	Scribe Attendance307: P
	Scribe Name308: Raymond McDonald (PA)
	Consultant1 Attendance309: 
	Consultant1 Name310: 
	Consultant2 Attendance311: 
	Consultant2 Name312: 
	Consultant3 Attendance313: 
	Consultant3 Name314: 
	Consultant4 Attendance315: 
	Consultant4 Name316: 
	Consultant5 Attendance317: 
	Consultant5 Name318: 
	Consultant6 Attendance319: 
	Consultant6 Name320: 
	Consultant7 Attendance321: 
	Consultant7 Name322: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance323: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name324: Terry Pressley (NC)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance325: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name326: Doug Evans (KN)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance327: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name328: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance329: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name330: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance331: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name332: 
	Guests333: John Mejia (CA); Jimmy Martin (IN); Dale Toenies (NEC AK); Gary Lang (NEC OH); Gerard Sambets (ANEC FL); Casey Lenort (ANEC MN); Gary Leach (CA); Mark Natale (NJ); Kenneth Cousius (LA); Robert Bristo (NEC MN); Nathan Sansoucie (MO); Jesse Limanek (MA); Mike Vozar (ANEC IL); Bobby Hoffer (ANEC WA); Gerald Hammerschmidt (KA); Keith Murdough (NH); NVC Jeremy Revell (NH); NVC Bryan Hine (TN); NVC Steve Honigfort (OH); NVC Chris Casey (NE); NVC Frank Meraz (CA)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes334: None
	Reports of Members335: Sandy Lipman(MI) Central - The Central finished with $50,000.00 last year. This year Ohio is first with $16,000.00, Michigan is second with $6,500.00. We had all but two Detachments donate.
 
George Fleming (PA)  Northeast - 5 out of 14 Detachments have donated so far. We are pushing $1 per member. New York is currently #1 in the Northeast with $24,419.00.
 
John Coakley (OH) Southeast - All Detachments except Louisiana have donated this year. There is no place on the cross tabs for Puerto Rico. The Southeast is at $29,423.00 in donations this year. Last year the Southeast donated $50,000.00. The Southeast's goal this year is $55,407.00 and we are currently at 53% of that goal.
 
Lyle Chapman (GA) Midwest - The Midwest ended strong last year. All but 1 Squadron donated to CWF last year. We need to go back to the CAT program and get more motivated.
 
Jon Coakley (OH) West - Arizona is top in the West currently. There are four Detachments not showing on the cross tabs.
 
Mark Nave (PA) Chairman - Currently we have raised $117,613.00 this year for CWF. Currently 35 Detachments have donated this year. We are $30,000.00 ahead of last year. The top 5 this year are #5 Arizona, with #7,022.00. #4 Virginia, with $7,794.00. #3 Florida, with $16,930.00. #2 Ohio, with $20,434.00. #1 New York, with $24,419.00. The total Legion Family Donations is $203,000.00, of which 57% is SAL donations.
	Reports of Members cotinued336: Old Business
 
Mark Nave - Last year we raised $300,000.00, which was short of our goal of $401,000.00. Some of the reasons for the shortfall of our goal were, the after effect of the $10 Million year, the competition of donations with other programs, and donations going directly to organizations.
 
Information should get better now that Stacy Cope is back.  Stacy is doing three different jobs now.  Committeemen are going to help with getting cross tabs and information to members. The committee works for the membership and wants to get the information to members. Ask for details on donation reports to make sure credit is given to the right squadron or district for recognition.
 
We have polo shirts sizes large to 4XL for $50.00, wicker towels for $10.00, padfolios for $25.00 and neck ties for $20.00 that are left over from National convention.   Over $2,000.00 was raised from selling the $10 million dollar coins at National Convention.
	New Business337: We had an all-time high with over 240 applications received. It was narrowed down by the National Committee to Fifty applications. These applications were distributed to the committeemen to select six applications. The recommended applications were, Comfort Crew for Military, Mercy Medical Angels, National Braille Press, Young Marines Inc., ASXL Rare Research Endowment Foundation and Our Military Kids. Approximately $850,000.00 is available for donations. The American Legion has asked for $550,000.00 for legion projects and activities they run. Cleveland County North Carolina has asked for $125,000.00 for The American Legion Baseball World Series Championships. Leaving Approximately $175,000.00 for non for prophets. Since we are the biggest donors, we hope our recommendations are accepted. The American Legion request has Legion Baseball World Series in Children and Youth budget. The Cleveland County of North Carolina application is for certain things for Legion Baseball. Displeasure was expressed with CWF money going to Legion Baseball in two different applications. It's hard to ask for donations when money isn't going to communities, because it's going back to the organization. It was suggested that amount be reduced so we can get money to organizations that need it, to get our name out there for recognition.
 
Recommendations were given for Committeemen and consultants.
 
We should recognize kids who raise money for CWF. We should recognize their efforts with a CWF patch and call it Kids for Kids program. Their are a couple problems, one is getting the program into the budget.   Another one is we don't have the staff to run the program. It was suggested that CWF set gu9idelines to send out to detachments to get Kids for Kids program started. Their would be approximately five age groups.
 
Gerald Hammerschmidt from the Americanism Commission brought greetings from Chairman Hicks.
 
National Vice-Commanders Chris Casey, Jeremy Revell, Bryan Hine, Steve Honigfort and Frank Meraz mentioned they are here to help us.
	For the Good339: We were asked what our concerns we had? Zoom meetings not available. The timing of the information getting out for the meetings. We need more communication.
 
Pennsylvania is doing a cash raffle for the month of November. We hold a hospitality room at our January and April DEC meetings. Baden American Legion 641 is holding a Wing Bash November 1,2025.
 
Wellington American Legion has a Super Gun Raffle this weekend or next weekend. They have been noted at National for biggest fund raiser and for donating $10,000.00  to several programs in a year.
	Motion to Adjourn340: 
	End Time341: 7:06 PM
	Commission or Committee Name344: National Finance Commission
	Meeting Date345: 10/04/2025
	Meeting Time346: 0930
	Meeting Type347: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details348: 
	In-Person Meeting Details349: NEC - Indianapolis, Michigan Room 21st Floor
	Chairman Attendance350: P
	Chairman Name351: Jeffrey Van Horn (IL)
	Vice Chairman Attendance352: E
	Vice Chairman Name353: Edward Cleary (AZ)
	Member1 Attendance354: E
	Member1 Name355: Glen Johnson IV (IA)
	Member2 Attendance356: P
	Member2 Name357: Michael Walter (MO)
	Member3 Attendance358: P
	Member3 Name359: Keith Murdough (NH)
	Member4 Attendance360: P
	Member4 Name361: David Mennel (MI)
	Other1 Position362: PNC
	Other1 Attendance363: 
	Other1 Name364: Byron Robichaux (LA)
	Other2 Position365: 
	Other2 Attendance366: 
	Other2 Name367: 
	Other3 Position368: 
	Other3 Attendance369: 
	Other3 Name370: 
	Other4 Position371: 
	Other4 Attendance372: 
	Other4 Name373: 
	Other5 Position374: 
	Other5 Attendance375: 
	Other5 Name376: 
	Scribe Attendance377: 
	Scribe Name378: 
	Consultant1 Attendance379: 
	Consultant1 Name380: 
	Consultant2 Attendance381: 
	Consultant2 Name382: 
	Consultant3 Attendance383: 
	Consultant3 Name384: 
	Consultant4 Attendance385: 
	Consultant4 Name386: 
	Consultant5 Attendance387: 
	Consultant5 Name388: 
	Consultant6 Attendance389: 
	Consultant6 Name390: 
	Consultant7 Attendance391: 
	Consultant7 Name392: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance393: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name394: None assigned
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance395: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name396: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance397: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name398: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance399: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name400: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance401: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name402: 
	Guests403: Jack Smith (SC)
Jason Pepe (PA)
Scott Williams (VA)
Rob Liebenor (OR)
Marc Chaney (OR)
Heny Hasselham (NJ)
Sam Johnson (IA)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes404: No new minutes to approve. 
	New Business407: Presented the 2024 FY Final Actual vs Budget. 
Presented the 2025 FY current Actual vs Budget through June, 2025.
Reports attached. 
	For the Good409: The NFC was informed that $250,000 donation to VCF was approved by the TAL and comes back to the SAL NEC for approval. 
	Motion to Adjourn410: Mennel, second by Walter, passed. 
	End Time411: 1023
	Commission or Committee Name413: Legislative
	Meeting Date414: 10/03/2025
	Meeting Time415: 19:30
	Meeting Type416: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details417: 
	In-Person Meeting Details418: Sheraton Indianapolis
	Chairman Attendance419: P
	Chairman Name420: Bernie Kessler
	Vice Chairman Attendance421: 
	Vice Chairman Name422: Richard Humphrey - resigned
	Member1 Attendance423: P
	Member1 Name424: Charles Curtis
	Member2 Attendance425: P
	Member2 Name426: Rodney Tolbert
	Member3 Attendance427: E
	Member3 Name428: Noble Pulsipher
	Member4 Attendance429: A
	Member4 Name430: George Alva
	Other1 Position431: 
	Other1 Attendance432: P
	Other1 Name433: Larry Miller
	Other2 Position434: 
	Other2 Attendance435: 
	Other2 Name436: 
	Other3 Position437: 
	Other3 Attendance438: 
	Other3 Name439: 
	Other4 Position440: 
	Other4 Attendance441: 
	Other4 Name442: 
	Other5 Position443: 
	Other5 Attendance444: 
	Other5 Name445: 
	Scribe Attendance446: 
	Scribe Name447: 
	Consultant1 Attendance448: 
	Consultant1 Name449: 
	Consultant2 Attendance450: 
	Consultant2 Name451: 
	Consultant3 Attendance452: 
	Consultant3 Name453: 
	Consultant4 Attendance454: 
	Consultant4 Name455: 
	Consultant5 Attendance456: 
	Consultant5 Name457: 
	Consultant6 Attendance458: 
	Consultant6 Name459: 
	Consultant7 Attendance460: 
	Consultant7 Name461: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance462: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name463: Sam Johnson
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance464: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name465: Jeff Lee
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance466: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name467: David Lee
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance468: P
	NEC Liaison4 Name469: Scott Baker
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance470: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name471: 
	Guests472: PNC Byron Robichaux (LA)
 
26 guests representing 18 detachments
	Reading of the Previous Minutes473: 
	Reports of Members474: Chairman Kessler gave opening remarks about responsibilities to lobby Washington DC staff to further The American Legion agenda.
 
Chairman Kessler commented on Voter voice  - We have a QR code to make it easy to sign up for.  Please sign up. QR code takes you right to the website.
 
Regarding the George B Evans Award - At convention we announced less than 10 submissions. We only had 2 people apply. Charles has some ideas on how to lower the point total for Washington Conference, as it is the biggest barrier to entry. Maybe bonus points to help make up for not attending the conference.
 
Open to comments  
What are the goals for the year -  
keep the standard of the bus trip - above 160 members  
Get voter voice to give us actual numbers and increase those numbers  
Increase submissions to the George B Evans Award  
Encourage the organization to be more active with their legislative body 
 
Bill Kelly (FL) commented - work more with AL Department reps - contact our counterparts at AL to assist us. Find those that are doing the legislative work, as not getting recognition.  Florida takes 30 legion members to state capitol to rally for changes with legislation. Add AL to our correspondence at state and national levels.   
 
Larry Miller - dept of IL legislative chairman - included the Sons and Aux in their AL meeting. 1/12 Indiana having a day at capitol with the legion family.  
 
Bill Kelly - he talked about being a prior George B Evans award winner - Department of Florida legislative member of the year as a Son   
 
Cliff Boyer - Working on it at other detachments too like Pennsylvania. We should be in line with what the AL is doing.   
 
Sam Johnson talked about Iowa bill HF1000 - fund matching to establish service officers. 
 
David Lee - 5:58 today message went out. Asking for legionnaires to contact the government to stop the shutdown.  Here is here to support the commission.
 
Sam Johnson - if you did not submit a GBE application last year, tell me why not. Voter voice is great, but you need to know some of the topics to appear knowledgeable about it. You don’t need to know all of it, but should appear to be in the know. It’s more personal if you know about it. 
 
Larry Miller - website fastdemocracy.com - sign up for military / veteran legislation - they send you updates on military bills   legion.org/action to get to voter voice. Red tabs show current legislative and legion priorities. This has a more broad coverage of issues. Matt Shuman at the Tampa National Convention talked about 10 tips to reach out and for a visit to your legislator.
 
Bill Kelly - AL national puts out updates on what has been recently passed or moved along. Shutdown means Coast Guard not being paid right now.
	New Business476: The 2026 Washington conference is March 1-4. Wreath laying is on 3/1 and stay a few days after that to meet with your representatives. Bus trip and wreath laying - wreath $215  box lunch is $10  Arlington tram is $17.50. Need to turn in by January 30 with payment or nothing reserved for you.  Fillable PDF but still need to a check.
 
	For the Good478: Thom Skelley - addressed the members in attendance. He talked about David Lee being past chairman and now NEC liaison. Talked about Voter Voice relevance in regard to government shutdown. 20 seconds to sign up for Voter Voice  2 primary focuses - provide for the kids, #1 to take care of the veterans. Need to lobby AL agenda to congress. Coast Guard went unpaid last time the congress shutdown. AL stepped up to pay them. Requested for Sons to stand up and 4 vets were told to stay seated as they don’t stand for us, we stand up for them. He is from a Gold Star Family. Need to advocate for veterans rights, as veterans come first. Sign up for voter voice and make your voice heard.
 
Mike Monserud started out by introducing his wife Robin. Previously served on Legislative - lots of work to be done, how many on voter voice, how many for GBE- 55 detachments and only 2 applicants - send email to all detachment adjutants - consider nominating someone, bug the state adjutants every month about an applicant. His squadron won a national award, but his squadron did not even know what the award was. Send George B Evans requests out at least 3 times a year. Use NEC liaisons to bug the national vice commanders. If you don’t think legislative is important, go to the Washington conference and see the monuments. He went last year at night and saw them. Vietnam Wall, Korea, and WW2 monuments. He talked to a woman about the wreath that was laid earlier that day at the Vietnam Wall. The monuments are for the people. The Iwo Jima monument is great to see at night. He gets voter voice emails.
 
Bernie - Zoom calls are now on 2nd Thursday, 10/09 at 8pm eastern is the next one, to account for people like Charles in California. Plan on having the Zoom call. GBE and voter voice are topics to discuss. The Washington conference is already sent but needs to be pushed by detachments.  Need to talk about marketing.   
 
Vice commanders in attendance.  Here to support. 
Jermey Revel, Brian Hine, Steve Honigfort, and Chris Casey  
 
Next meeting is Zoom on October 9 - at 8pm EST  
Washington bus trip planning, and any updates on voter voice or GBE award 

	Motion to Adjourn479: 
	End Time480: 20:09
	Commission or Committee Name484: Sub-Committee on Resolutions
	Meeting Date485: 10/3/2025
	Meeting Time486: 7:30pm
	Meeting Type487: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details488: 
	In-Person Meeting Details489: Fall NEC- Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance490: P
	Chairman Name491: Ned Fox
	Vice Chairman Attendance492: P
	Vice Chairman Name493: Brandon Curry
	Member1 Attendance494: P
	Member1 Name495: Jay Marsden
	Member2 Attendance496: P
	Member2 Name497: Thomas Deal
	Member3 Attendance498: P
	Member3 Name499: Mark McCue
	Member4 Attendance500: P
	Member4 Name501: Chris Sherman
	Other1 Position502: 
	Other1 Attendance503: E
	Other1 Name504: Camile LeJeune Jr.
	Other2 Position505: 
	Other2 Attendance506: 
	Other2 Name507: 
	Other3 Position508: 
	Other3 Attendance509: 
	Other3 Name510: 
	Other4 Position511: 
	Other4 Attendance512: 
	Other4 Name513: 
	Other5 Position514: 
	Other5 Attendance515: 
	Other5 Name516: 
	Scribe Attendance517: 
	Scribe Name518: Ned Fox
	Consultant1 Attendance519: P
	Consultant1 Name520: Ron Roberts
	Consultant2 Attendance521: 
	Consultant2 Name522: 
	Consultant3 Attendance523: 
	Consultant3 Name524: 
	Consultant4 Attendance525: 
	Consultant4 Name526: 
	Consultant5 Attendance527: 
	Consultant5 Name528: 
	Consultant6 Attendance529: 
	Consultant6 Name530: 
	Consultant7 Attendance531: 
	Consultant7 Name532: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance533: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name534: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance535: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name536: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance537: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name538: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance539: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name540: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance541: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name542: 
	Guests543: Dale Toenies, Bill Anchors, Mike Nigbor, Tim Cerdel, Kevin Chaplin, Gary Leach, Rusty Myers, Frank Meraz Jr.
	Reading of the Previous Minutes544: 
	New Business547: SAL Resolution 1 - Fall 2025 Title: Rename of the Public and Media Communication Commission
Be it resolved that the "Public and Media Communications Commission" be renamed the "Media and Communications Commission" to align with the corresponding commission of The American Legion.
Motion by Jay Marsden to approve and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed unanimously.

SAL Resolution 4 - Spring 2025 Title: 100% Membership Award
Be it resolved the awarding of a $100.00 gift certificate from National Emblem Sales to each Detachment Commander that attains 100% membership by the May target date and that the gift certificate be used by November 30th of the year awarded and must be used at one time and cannot be used at National Convention or Department Convention locations. Motion by Jay Marsden to approve the resolution with changes and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed unanimously.

SAL Resolution 12 - Spring 2025 Title: Veterans and Children's Fund (VCF) Donation
Be it resolved the donation of $250,000 be made to Veterans and Children's Fund (VCF) from the SAL Liability Account, Sons of The American Legion restricted fund. Motion by Jay Marsden to approve the resolution with changes and seconded by Thomas Deal. Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Fox reminded committee members to attend their regional meetings and if they are unable to notify the NVC and Chairman.

A question was asked regarding the date/time of the resolution committee meeting.  The Chairman explained that this was due to the "old process" for receiving resolutions.  With the "new process" being a work in progress maybe the date/time will change.

The question was also raised why the committee had not received the the resolutions earlier than the start of the meeting.  The process is that the committee should receive the resolution 7 days prior to the meeting. Chairman said he would reach out to the Adjutant 30 days prior and then follow up 10 days prior if he still did not have them moving forward. 


	For the Good549: 
	Motion to Adjourn550: 
	End Time551: 
	Commission or Committee Name554: Americanism Commission
	Meeting Date555: 10/04/2025
	Meeting Time556: 
	Meeting Type557: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details558: 
	In-Person Meeting Details559: Michigan, 21st Floor, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance560: E
	Chairman Name561: Jeff Hicks (NJ)
	Vice Chairman Attendance562: P
	Vice Chairman Name563: Gerald Hammerschmidt (KS)
	Member1 Attendance564: P
	Member1 Name565: Michael Vozar (IL)
	Member2 Attendance566: P
	Member2 Name567: Rob Higgins(LA)
	Member3 Attendance568: E
	Member3 Name569: Chris Sherbourne (OK)
	Member4 Attendance570: P
	Member4 Name571: Jesse Limanek (MA)
	Other1 Position572: CMD Rep
	Other1 Attendance573: P
	Other1 Name574: John Herrington (MS)
	Other2 Position575: SALCA
	Other2 Attendance576: E
	Other2 Name577: Cliff Smith, PNC (MA)
	Other3 Position578: 
	Other3 Attendance579: A
	Other3 Name580: Danny Roe (FL)
	Other4 Position581: 
	Other4 Attendance582: 
	Other4 Name583: 
	Other5 Position584: 
	Other5 Attendance585: E
	Other5 Name586: PNC Joseph Gladden (MD)
	Scribe Attendance587: P
	Scribe Name588: Jesse Limanek (MA)
	Consultant1 Attendance589: P
	Consultant1 Name590: Herman Downer, Jr. (NY)
	Consultant2 Attendance591: P
	Consultant2 Name592: Shawn McCrary (WI)
	Consultant3 Attendance593: 
	Consultant3 Name594: 
	Consultant4 Attendance595: 
	Consultant4 Name596: 
	Consultant5 Attendance597: 
	Consultant5 Name598: 
	Consultant6 Attendance599: 
	Consultant6 Name600: 
	Consultant7 Attendance601: 
	Consultant7 Name602: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance603: A
	NEC Liaison1 Name604: Paul Hayse (IL)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance605: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name606: Fran Riddell, Jr. (HI)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance607: P
	NEC Liaison3 Name608: Mike Holley (MI)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance609: P
	NEC Liaison4 Name610: Carl Radosevich (NM)
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance611: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name612: 
	Guests613: Jeff Trout (IL): Jimmy Edwards (IN); Rick Wheatley (DE); Dale Toenies (AR); Rob Liebenow (OR); Mark Hienes (GA); Matthew Krupco (KS); Neil Warnken (PNC - KS); George Rice (ME); Chris Balsley (AZ); Mike Holley (MI): Steve England (VT); John Mejia (CA); John Lawrence (LA); Keith Murdongh (NH); George Sevick (NE); Bill Murphy (NJ); Mark Nave (PA); Ray McDonald (PA); David Miller (IN); Robert Bristo (MN); Bill Towns (OH); Fran Riddeu (HI); Casey Lenort (MN); Michael Donnelly (MD)
	Reading of the Previous Minutes614: Minutes from previous meeting unavailable. 
	Reports of Committees615: Chairman Mark Nave (PA), Child Wellbeing Foundation, talked about his meeting at 6:00 pm on 10/3  
• Was 1st meeting
•         Noted issues with Zoom meeting
• $117k raised so far - $30k above last year
•         35 detachments have already sent in donations
• Note Issues
•         Communication lag
•         Competition from VCF last year
•         Working on better reporting by improving communication
•         With money distribution going to non-traditional recipients  
• Merchandise 
•         Still have items available at NEC  
• Received over 240 applications from groups
•         Committee narrowed it down to 50
•         Final 6 selected by CWF
• This year's theme “It will be heaven when we reach 11”
 
Trout (IL) withdrawing resolution to make VCF a standing committee
-       Ad Hoc committee did not carry through beyond year end
-        VCF already shows on CSR; will be carried forward by C&Y Committee
	Reports of Members616: Mark Avis, American Legion National Americanism Chairman, spoke to meeting. He thanked all for what we do to promote American Legion programs. This year, SAL asked to make all Priority Youth programs - Junior Shooting, Baseball, Oratorical, etc - because of the value brought to the participants. He asked for every squadron to help with Boys State & Girls State programs in their respective states. He also noted that all participation in all Youth programs are down in enrollment since COVID. He encouraged all Detachments & Squadrons to help spread information about all that the American Legion has to offer for our youth. Lastly, he mentioned that the American Legion is working to return civics to all schools in the nation because of the value of understanding how our governmental systems function and the principles upon which our nation is founded. 
 
Recap of Youth Academy
- Acting Chairman Hammerschmidt (KS) provided overview of attendees
- Vozar (IL) shared brief overview of Academy
    - Touched upon flag etiquette & folding; presentations by guests (baseball & Tampa PD); jeopardy game
- Higgins (LA) also discussed academy
    - Mentioned contact with Tampa PD - SWAT team & vehicle; Weather issues with Harbor Patrol; SCUBA
 
Scrap Book judging
- No one present who participated – so no report given
	Reports of Members cotinued617: Regional Reports submitted in writing 
 
Michael Vozar (IL)
• Participated in SAL National Convention Americanism Committee meeting in Tampa, Florida on August 22, 2025
• Assisted with  SAL National Children and Youth Academy in Tampa, Florida on August 23, 2025
• Participated in Central Region Vice Commander Conference Call on September 10,2025 providing updates on  National Americanism Commission programs, activities and priorities
• Presented Americanism Report at Detachment of Illinois DEC as Detachment Americanism Chairman and National Commission Member
• Attended Naperville, Illinois 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony representing Detachment of Illinois
 
Sherbourne (OK)
This past year, our squadron achieved a 10% increase in participation in the Boys State program, exceeding our annual goal and strengthening our commitment to developing young leaders. The program continues to serve as a cornerstone of our Americanism efforts, providing education on government, civic responsibility, and patriotism.
Looking ahead, we expect to build on this success by pursuing an additional 10% increase in Boys State enrollment in the coming year. Through continued outreach, sponsorships, and community engagement, we will ensure more young men have the opportunity to experience this life-changing program.
Our ongoing commitment to Americanism remains strong as we work to foster citizenship, leadership, and pride in country among the next generation.
 
Limanek (MA)
 Since Convention: 
    I attended NE Regional call on 9/17   
        Touched upon our efforts at Youth Academy, FFFH, Boy's State, American Legion Family Day
        Encouraged all detachments to send me contact information from all Americanism Chairman
        Promised I would report back on our new goals for 2025-26
    Regional communication
        Currently have MA, NY, VT, MD, PA & NJ
        Already shared extensive & impressive list of goals drafted by PA's Rick Evans with group
    Millenium submission
        My article on the American Flag & FFFHs appeared in September's Millenium - thanks to Rusty Meyers
        It also was shared by Department of MA in their E-Legionnaire magazine
    FFFHs    
        Data from the last two years was scrubbed
        Tracking "term" will be between National Conventions
        Currently only have two submissions for a total of 312 flags
            Kudos to the first - Allen B. Carter Post 24 out of Hattiesburg, MS for 1st placements of 12 flags in Hebert Cemetery
            Other = Wilson Thompson Post 185 out of Agawam, MA for 300 placements
        Currently in progress of mapping out refresh of website
 
Hammerschmidt (KS)
- No report given due to lack of information on West regional call information (how to get on and/or date) 
 
Higgins (LA)
- No report given
	Reports of Members cotinued_2: JR Shooting sports
o	PNC Warken (KS) shared thoughts
o	        Encouraged all squadrons to support program by starting own JR shooting Sports program
o	        Legion is looking for the SAL to jump in and assist the programs
o	        Commission working on resolution from Americanism Commission to increase scholarship to JR Shooting Sports
                NOTE: Sherbourne (OK) found some of the resolutions for funding JSSP.  We will be working on this during upcoming                   
                            meetings.
                NOTE from Acting Chairman Hammerschmidt (KS) - resolution must be written & turned in this year

Jeff Trout (IL) Chairman of Children and Youth Committee spoke about his meeting from 7:30 pm on 10/3.  
- Commander Clancy asked for all members to have assignment for year
 - C&Y will
•	Increase awareness & support for CMN; COTA & VCF 
•	       Goal = increase funding of 10% for all 3
•	Youth Academy
•	       C&Y will continue to assist by providing member to help Americanism
•	Victory Garden – aka “Pizza/Youth” garden
•	        Victory garden references historical gardens from WWII
•	        Home Squadron = 217 in MD
•	        Working on preparing tri-fold – new Commission approval
•	        (No motion until it is prepared)
•	        Also digital access to information on SAL website
•	        Goal = get information out by winter so ready for spring
•	All members assigned to regional calls



	New Business618: Goals for 25-26
-        Increase 10% overall participation in Boys state over 2025 figures
-        FFFH100% participation by all detachments 
-                Limanek (MA) provided update on website & program; shared printed flyers with those in attendance 
-                Rick Wheatley (Del) – mentioned Del cemetery restoration project that includes placements
-                Vozar (IL) – encouraged participation to spread sense of patriotism
-                McCrary (WI) – get youth involved 
-                George Rice (ME) – question on who may participate – just SAL? Answer - all American Legion Family members plus youth 
-        250 Celebration (tentative goal)
-                Waiting for update from Commander Clancy on expectations
Motion to adopt three goals from Higgins; 2nd Vozar
-        Passes unanimously
 
Youth Academy future
-        Issue expense vs. results
-        Commission looking to transition from running Academy to establish guidelines/framework to by pushed to detachments
-        Motion by Vozar to develop guidelines & promote Youth Academys at Detachment level; 2nd by Higgins
-                 Question by Mejia (CA) – about communicating with host detachments
-                 Answer - efforts to work with both LA & FL feel short due in part to start of school year 
-                 Point by Nave (PA) – might be easier push for Detachments because of school calendar
-                 Higgins – LA provides C&Y youth activities at Detachment convention
-                 Vozar - cited conflict with members' involvement in National Convention proceedings 
-        Passes unanimously
	For the Good620: Zoom meeting schedule for 2025-2026 
-       2nd Monday of even months at 7pm 
-       Next = scheduled Oct 13th 
-       Motion to change date to Nov 10th at 7pm by Vozar; 2nd by Higgins
-       Passes unanimously
 
Question raised by Bill Towns (OH)
-      Asked about status of updating Scrapbook guidelines 
-      Current update – unknown

	Motion to Adjourn621: By Vozar, seconded by Higgins. Motion carried.
	End Time622: 9:04am
	Commission or Committee Name625: Public and Media Commications Commission
	Meeting Date626: 10/4/2025
	Meeting Time627: 8:00am
	Meeting Type628: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details629: 
	In-Person Meeting Details630: Sheraton Circle West/Center
	Chairman Attendance631: P
	Chairman Name632: Kevin Chaplin (VA)
	Vice Chairman Attendance633: P
	Vice Chairman Name634: Bobby Crevelli (CA) 
	Member1 Attendance635: P
	Member1 Name636: Doug Heiser (IN) 
	Member2 Attendance637: P
	Member2 Name638: Doug Evans (KS)
	Member3 Attendance639: P
	Member3 Name640: Scott Williams (VA)
	Member4 Attendance641: P
	Member4 Name642: Rusty Myers (NJ
	Other1 Position643: 
	Other1 Attendance644: 
	Other1 Name645: 
	Other2 Position646: 
	Other2 Attendance647: 
	Other2 Name648: 
	Other3 Position649: 
	Other3 Attendance650: 
	Other3 Name651: 
	Other4 Position652: 
	Other4 Attendance653: 
	Other4 Name654: 
	Other5 Position655: 
	Other5 Attendance656: 
	Other5 Name657: 
	Scribe Attendance658: 
	Scribe Name659: 
	Consultant1 Attendance660: P
	Consultant1 Name661: David Faust (WI) - PNC Liaison
	Consultant2 Attendance662: E
	Consultant2 Name663: Andy Proffet 
	Consultant3 Attendance664: 
	Consultant3 Name665: 
	Consultant4 Attendance666: 
	Consultant4 Name667: 
	Consultant5 Attendance668: 
	Consultant5 Name669: 
	Consultant6 Attendance670: 
	Consultant6 Name671: 
	Consultant7 Attendance672: 
	Consultant7 Name673: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance674: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name675: Bob Clark (WA) 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance676: P
	NEC Liaison2 Name677: Jacob McCarty (WV)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance678: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name679: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance680: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name681: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance682: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name683: 
	Guests684: Jeremy Revell NVC
	Reading of the Previous Minutes685: Prior meeting notes (Zoom) were approved by motion and second, with unanimous “aye” and no opposition. Notes are submitted with minutes to the NEC package.
	Reports of Committees686: Regional Call Assignments and Attendance
Eastern: Attendance gaps noted; intent to ensure presence going forward. Suggestion to switch assignments if needed.
Southern: Covered by Scott and Kevin.
Central/Midwest: Attendance confirmed for Midwest; scheduling changes noted (meeting on Thursday).
Western: Bobby was unable to attend but plans to in the future.

Members should notify leadership if unable to attend so coverage can be arranged.

Communications Metrics and Newsletter Performance
Facebook followers increased by approximately 200 per month.
Reach varied: July 43,000; August 103,000; September 72,000. Views varied: July ~14,000; August 238,000; September 18,000.
National newsletter email distribution is about 89,000 monthly (sent around the 10th–12th). Open rates trend upward, with 18 to 22,000 opens. Click-throughs typically 20,000 to 28,000, with one month at 40,000.
Including “newsletter” in the subject line significantly boosts opens and clicks.
Content is distributed across Facebook pages, websites, and the Millennium Facebook page; members were encouraged to follow and contribute articles and social posts.
Legion-wide metrics exist (3–4 pages); the SAL is a single line item. These are emailed monthly for those interested.
Participation and Content Sourcing
Members and interested parties were invited to attend meetings, assist with the newsletter, and help source articles and social content.
Emphasis on broad participation to spread the word and find publishable material.

Unfinished Business
Newsletter Editor Compensation
A resolution to provide a stipend or contractor payment to the national newsletter editor (modified to contractor per Legion practice) has been killed by the Legion.
Next steps are unclear; the commission intends to keep pushing for a solution.

New Business
Commission Name Alignment and Resolution Status
A resolution to change the commission name from “Public and Media Communications” to “Media and Communications Commission” (to match the Legion) passed in the resolution meeting and will go to the floor.





	Reports of Members687: Goals for the Upcoming Year

Increase member engagement and recruitment.
Promote the 250th anniversary of independence via press releases, highlighting Sons involvement; request detachments and squadrons to submit stories of activities.
Send communications to detachments and squadrons to collect content.
Produce post-NEC and post-convention press releases; minutes were summarized via ChatGPT for this purpose. Plan to share so NECs can disseminate meeting outcomes downstream. Content likely requires review before distribution.

Detachment Contact Master List and Content Collection
Last year’s master contact list includes detachment media contacts, websites, and Facebook pages; it will be updated by dividing outreach among members.
During updates, request newsletter content and promote Snapshots of Service and Video of Service programs; avoid last-minute submissions.
Members submitting snapshots/videos should copy both Kevin and Bobby to track submissions, as current platforms (salawards.org) may bypass commission visibility.
Pilot Program

Multi-Platform Social Media Expansion
The goal is to extend Sons’ presence beyond Facebook to platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn, aligning with where younger demographics (20 to 50) consume content.

National has acknowledged the idea but has not acted; a pilot in a media-savvy detachment (proposed: New York) will focus on Instagram and cross-posting to other platforms.
New York is favored due to leadership involvement and existing social media expertise; Bill supports the idea and seeks a system to track photos.
Plan includes templates for short videos (e.g., 15–30 seconds) showcasing travel and activities, and capturing member stories on why they joined to build engaging, potentially viral content.
Success metrics will be defined to demonstrate value to national: new followers, new members, and other measurable outcomes; a QR code will be created for Bill to collect photos/videos to a centralized repository for curation.
Develop templates, guidelines, and a social media marketing plan specifically for New York to avoid national staff capacity constraints; national posting requires staff review and has limited bandwidth.
Additional ideas requested, including metrics to track; supportive comments noted about needing national review when content goes international.
A question was raised about consolidating existing commission Facebook pages and their content/followers to improve reach and guidance; intent is to explore integrating dispersed pages into the effort.


	Reports of Members cotinued688: Instagram Pilot with National Commander and Content Ideas

A pilot program was proposed to start with New York and the national commander to maximize press and attention. The concept includes short, frequent content during travel:
Morning check-ins outlining the day’s schedule; end-of-day recaps; on-the-spot clips (e.g., polar dive video of the commander).
Consider having the commander’s aide travel with a small microphone to facilitate quick interviews at each detachment.
Broader content ideas include media engagement at DECs: a designated media person could ask simple questions (“Why did you become a son?”, “Favorite memory?”) to produce relatable, shareable clips.
The year presents major opportunities: a charismatic national commander committed to visibility and the 250th anniversary of the nation’s founding, motivating innovation to “crush it” with new approaches.

Coordinated Social Media Messaging and Platforms
Participants agreed to coordinate messaging with committees and commissions, including cross-posting to pages run by others to broaden reach. They noted existing tools that allow one post to be syndicated to multiple channels, reducing manual effort.
They emphasized the need for more than one gatekeeper and a couple of people to manage postings and approvals.
Twitter/X was considered difficult to monitor and control, with discoverability issues and reliance on precise hashtags. The group leaned toward avoiding Twitter initially and focusing on Facebook and Instagram where page admins have stronger editorial control and can filter content.
There was mention of the benefits of using Facebook Pages over Groups due to better content control and mitigation of disgruntled posts appearing publicly.
Consistent messaging was prioritized: one suggestion was to create a standardized post or template that detachments can copy and paste to ensure uniform communications across platforms.

Newsletter Distribution, Tracking, and Platform Constraints
Current newsletter distribution lacks accurate metrics because content is emailed and shared broadly; MailChimp/Constant Contact links show limited tracking (e.g., “you only get one” click metric even if 15 people clicked the same forwarded link).
A proposal was made to host the newsletter on the website with a shareable, trackable link so everyone uses the same URL, avoiding repeated emailing of large files (e.g., “15-megabyte file”) and improving analytics.
The group discussed an alternative “flip” concept for mobile-friendly consumption without replacing the printable PDF, as some members need hard copies at posts/squadrons.
Ideas included leveraging AI tools to convert PDFs to HTML, mobile-friendly formats; this requires National’s buy-in.


	New Business689: Opt-in barriers: Currently, subscribers must have a mylegion.org account and manually opt in to several newsletters (SAL newsletter, dispatch, commander’s message, etc.). This excludes non-members and deters sign-ups.
Facebook metrics indicate 26%–27% of viewers are women, many of whom cannot subscribe under the current system. Andy relayed that Legion is considering changes due to issues with Personify and may move toward easier subscription, with marketing controlling the website. No timeline was provided.
The preferred model is a simple web form (name, email, consent) allowing anyone to subscribe and unsubscribe at will.

Media Release Policies and Contest Participation
Snapshot of Service and Video of Service promotions need renewed focus. A media release form exists, and Andy indicated it is acceptable to use photos on social media, but using someone’s image “to win a contest” is a gray area needing clarification.
There is concern about a perceived double standard, as Legion awards and publications (e.g., convention book) feature images; the threshold to enter Legion’s social media awards should be reviewed to understand their requirements.
Photographers highlighted practical constraints: in public places, adult subjects typically do not require releases, but juveniles may. It’s often impossible to obtain releases in advance because award-winning shots are unpredictable, and tracking subjects after the fact is difficult.
Easing release requirements for adult subjects in public settings could increase submissions.
Submission trends: In 23–24 there were 43 Snapshot of Service submissions; last year there were 14. The drop was attributed partly to the form being down for months during peak submission (April–June) and the reintroduction of an all-in-one form combining application and release, which raised friction.
When the application and release were separate (23–24), submissions increased; when combined (24–25), submissions decreased. Regardless, promotion needs to start early and include timely reminders (e.g., before Veterans Day) to encourage submissions.
Contest guidance: Submissions should support the four pillars and include identifiable S.A.L. apparel. Including children often strengthens entries and aligns with youth engagement goals.

Leveraging Boys State/Girls State Social Media and Media Contacts
Participants discussed coordinating with Boys State and Girls State programs to amplify outreach, noting these groups are strong on platforms like Instagram and could contribute “rock stars” to media efforts.
Virginia Boys State was highlighted for having a strong media person (a former delegate 5–6 years ago) now working in media.
Plan to add Boys State/Girls State contacts to a master media contact list for broader coordination across states.

	For the Good691: Local Billboard Campaign and Outcomes
A squadron executed a local billboard between a major grocery store and the post for 30 days at a cost of almost 1,000 dollars.
They collaborated with a national billboard company that refined the design after one element was stretched incorrectly; national provided suggestions that were adopted.
The campaign goal is to challenge squads within the county to rotate billboards across different months so messaging appears repeatedly across Broome County.
Reported impacts include increased hall rentals and auxiliary staff engagement; while no members were “physically received” yet, public relations and Legion visibility improved positively.

	Motion to Adjourn692: Kevin Chaplin
	End Time693: 8:57am
		2025-10-04T11:37:08-0400
	Kevin Chaplin


		2025-10-04T11:36:35-0400
	Kevin Chaplin


	Commission or Committee Name696: National Emergency Preparedness
	Meeting Date697: 10/3/2025
	Meeting Time698: 5:00pm
	Meeting Type699: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details700: Sheraton 9th floor board room
	In-Person Meeting Details701: Fall NEC 2025- Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance702: P
	Chairman Name703: Steven Navarrete - NM
	Vice Chairman Attendance704: P
	Vice Chairman Name705: Brandon Curry - KY
	Member1 Attendance706: P
	Member1 Name707: Kevin Oconnel - IL
	Member2 Attendance708: P
	Member2 Name709: Michael Monsured - IA
	Member3 Attendance710: 
	Member3 Name711: Jim Roberts - FL
	Member4 Attendance712: P
	Member4 Name713: Tim Broker - NY
	Other1 Position714: 
	Other1 Attendance715: 
	Other1 Name716: 
	Other2 Position717: 
	Other2 Attendance718: 
	Other2 Name719: Nat. Adjut. Anthony Wright
	Other3 Position720: 
	Other3 Attendance721: 
	Other3 Name722: PNC Joe Navarrete
	Other4 Position723: 
	Other4 Attendance724: 
	Other4 Name725: PNC Michael Fox
	Other5 Position726: 
	Other5 Attendance727: 
	Other5 Name728: 
	Scribe Attendance729: 
	Scribe Name730: 
	Consultant1 Attendance731: P
	Consultant1 Name732: Joseph Guidice - NY
	Consultant2 Attendance733: 
	Consultant2 Name734: 
	Consultant3 Attendance735: 
	Consultant3 Name736: 
	Consultant4 Attendance737: 
	Consultant4 Name738: 
	Consultant5 Attendance739: 
	Consultant5 Name740: 
	Consultant6 Attendance741: 
	Consultant6 Name742: 
	Consultant7 Attendance743: 
	Consultant7 Name744: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance745: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name746: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance747: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name748: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance749: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name750: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance751: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name752: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance753: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name754: 
	Guests755: Robin Monserud

	Reading of the Previous Minutes756: First official in person meeting as AD Hoc committee, no previous meeting minutes.
	Reports of Members758: The ad-hoc Committee on National Emergency Preparedness has been a few years in the making.
 
Initial thoughts on starting a National Security Committee for the Sons of The American Legion started by talks with American Legion Executive Director of Government Affairs Mario Marquez, Adjutant Wright, and PNC Hall.
 
At the close of the last National Convention, National Commander Clancy formed the ad-hoc Committee on National Emergency Preparedness. Members include PNC Jim Roberts from Florida, NEC Kevin O'Connell from Illinois, Mike Monsured from Iowa, Brandon Curry from Kentucky, Tim Brower from New York, and Steven Navarrete from New Mexico.
 
The Fall NEC committee meeting started with Commander Clancy addressing the committee and guest with remarks and a goal to see this become a standing committee.
 
After members gave introductions, a Chairman and Vice Chairman were selected and approved. Steven Navarrete was selected as Chairman and Brandon Curry as Vice Chairman, both accepted.
 
Vice Chairman Curry presented a resource document with a vision and mission statement for the committee to review. Mike Monsured motioned to accept the document, second by NEC O'Connell, motioned passed. Document also contains resource information for federal, state, local levels. The document contains core values, initial training and education recommendations, along with committee action steps. The document will be sent to the National Adjutant for filing.
 
Discussion centered around what the members would like to see this committee achieve. PNC Fox stated The American Legion currently does not have any programs or a committee to address national emergency preparedness, so as a committee there is an opportunity to build and set the path for something great in our organization. The committee discussed resource response for national emergencies, regional response, providing training, and guidelines for Detachments.
 
The committee's next step is to set out some initial goals, create an organization chart, and training recommendations for national emergency preparedness at the state level. This information will be distributed to the Detachments  by the end of the year, building a project road-map from the squadrons to detachments to regional and ultimately a nation response.
 
The committee agreed to continue to meet monthly via zoom.
 
With no further business to come before the committee, a motion to adjourn by NEC Curry and second by Mike Monsured. 
	For the Good762: 
	Motion to Adjourn763: Motion to adjourn by Brandon Curry, Second by Mike Monsured
	End Time764: 6:10 pm
	Commission or Committee Name768: Internal Affairs
	Meeting Date769: 10/04/2025
	Meeting Time770: 09:30
	Meeting Type771: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details772: 
	In-Person Meeting Details773: Circle East Room, Sheraton City Centre Indianapolis
	Chairman Attendance774: P
	Chairman Name775: Bill Hill (MD)
	Vice Chairman Attendance776: P
	Vice Chairman Name777: Mike Kirschner (CO)
	Member1 Attendance778: A
	Member1 Name779: Ken Sutton (CA)
	Member2 Attendance780: P
	Member2 Name781: William Murphy, III (MA)
	Member3 Attendance782: P
	Member3 Name783: Juan Torres (TX)
	Member4 Attendance784: P
	Member4 Name785: Terry Harris (KS)
	Other1 Position786: 
	Other1 Attendance787: 
	Other1 Name788: 
	Other2 Position789: 
	Other2 Attendance790: 
	Other2 Name791: 
	Other3 Position792: 
	Other3 Attendance793: 
	Other3 Name794: 
	Other4 Position795: 
	Other4 Attendance796: 
	Other4 Name797: 
	Other5 Position798: 
	Other5 Attendance799: 
	Other5 Name800: 
	Scribe Attendance801: 
	Scribe Name802: Dennis Blue (MN)
	Consultant1 Attendance803: P
	Consultant1 Name804: Mike Kennedy, Sr. (OH)
	Consultant2 Attendance805: P
	Consultant2 Name806: Dennis Blue (MN)
	Consultant3 Attendance807: P
	Consultant3 Name808: Jeff Vrabel, Jr. (OH)
	Consultant4 Attendance809: 
	Consultant4 Name810: 
	Consultant5 Attendance811: 
	Consultant5 Name812: 
	Consultant6 Attendance813: 
	Consultant6 Name814: 
	Consultant7 Attendance815: 
	Consultant7 Name816: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance817: 
	NEC Liaison1 Name818: 
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance819: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name820: 
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance821: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name822: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance823: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name824: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance825: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name826: 
	Guests827: 30+ guests present
	Reading of the Previous Minutes828: 
	Reports of Committees829: Membership reported on their meeting. Motion to accept by Torres; second by Murphy; passed.
 
MT&D report by Mike Cotten. Motion to accept by Torres; second by Murphy; passed.
	Reports of Members830: Chairman Hill spoke about developing a new procedure on how to summit resolutions to Legion and SAL.
	New Business832: To make a standing committee for 100th Anniversary under I.A.
 
Also take Awards and Trophies to make them the same submission dates and have ready for 2026 convention.
 
MT&D wants a call-in for all their current members to Convention.
 
Bill Towns from Ohio asked if there were any new guidelines being made for the scrapbook contest; as a past historian he would like to see more time to judge at national and is volunteering his services to help with updating the guidelines. Mike Polk from Wisconsin talked about scrapbooks and he would like to volunteer to help with developing new guidelines as well.
 
Chairman Hill talked a little on CRSs being in-line with the trophy and awards deadlines.
	Resolutions833: Resolution NEC2025-F1 - Motion to accept by Murphy; second by Torres; passed.
	For the Good834: None.
	Motion to Adjourn835: 
	End Time836: 10:15
	Commission or Committee Name839: Membership Training and Development
	Meeting Date840: 8/4/2025
	Meeting Time841: 5:00 PM
	Meeting Type842: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details843: 
	In-Person Meeting Details844: Sheraton Indianapolis
	Chairman Attendance845: P
	Chairman Name846: Mike Cotten (DE)
	Vice Chairman Attendance847: P
	Vice Chairman Name848: Shawn Davis (MN)
	Member1 Attendance849: P
	Member1 Name850: Mark Kilstrom (CO)
	Member2 Attendance851: P
	Member2 Name852: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Member3 Attendance853: P
	Member3 Name854: Scott Baker (PA)
	Member4 Attendance855: E
	Member4 Name856: Michael Obremski (MD)
	Other1 Position857: 
	Other1 Attendance858: P
	Other1 Name859: William Hollis (IL)
	Other2 Position860: 
	Other2 Attendance861: 
	Other2 Name862: 
	Other3 Position863: 
	Other3 Attendance864: 
	Other3 Name865: 
	Other4 Position866: 
	Other4 Attendance867: 
	Other4 Name868: 
	Other5 Position869: 
	Other5 Attendance870: 
	Other5 Name871: 
	Scribe Attendance872: P
	Scribe Name873: Tom Marsden (NJ)
	Consultant1 Attendance874: P
	Consultant1 Name875: Steve Cox (PA)
	Consultant2 Attendance876: 
	Consultant2 Name877: 
	Consultant3 Attendance878: 
	Consultant3 Name879: 
	Consultant4 Attendance880: 
	Consultant4 Name881: 
	Consultant5 Attendance882: 
	Consultant5 Name883: 
	Consultant6 Attendance884: 
	Consultant6 Name885: 
	Consultant7 Attendance886: 
	Consultant7 Name887: 
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance888: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name889: Chris Cook (OK)
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance890: E
	NEC Liaison2 Name891: Marvin Roberts (AR)
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance892: E
	NEC Liaison3 Name893: Dennis George (NY)
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance894: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name895: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance896: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name897: 
	Guests898: Frank Meraz Jr (NVC(Ca)), Ron Roberts (Ms), Bill Kelly(Fl),Bryan Hine (NVC(Tn)), David Parker(In), LarryMiller (In), David Curler (Tn), Bill Hill(Md), Joe Schults (In), Matt Griffis, Gary Manwell(Az), Bill Murphy(Nj), Mike Vozar (Il), Steve Pintarich(Ct),Byron Robichanx(La), 15 guests
	Reading of the Previous Minutes899: Tom Marsden motion to accept Minutes from last meeting second Mark Kilstron PASSED
	Reports of Members901: 1).  Review the critiques from Commander training performed at National.
responses 4-5 feedback want more interactions  Good that it was a 4 hr. class. Do more analysis
 
2).  Review readiness of the NEC training and Liaison training modules for Saturday session. Done
 
3). Review readiness with team AZ the "my-legion" training room, IT, materials  Checking to see if we have all the stuff we need for tomorrow  All good was reported after checking room
 
4). Review MTD Resolution for SAL Leadership training Talked about Leadership 1 and 2 at fall and spring NEC  is to long at this point is a draft. What is the objective? Does the resolution support. 
 
5). List of modules that have been submitted to IA Commission 11 submitted 
     List of modules that have been approved by IA Commission  12 are approved(sal basic) changes where made and will submitted back to IA. Jeff Vrabel Jr will be our point of contact
 
6). Policy and procedure to submit modules to National HQ staff   Will be submitted to a drop box so they can be opened by all
 
7). Policy and procedure to create SAL Basic within my-legion space  Going through Kevin Mook
 
8). Status of voice overs for modules in background going over info. Started to do voice overs is a work in progress will take time may add more images .
 
9). works in progress 
20 need review
a. Outline book from (MN) for Adjutant training status.
Bill is working on it to change to be more towards sq level (adjutants manual)
b). Review modules TBD
 
10). National Convention:
Commanders pins have been ordered and are in.
 
11). NRIC events, fall and spring
 
12). West Region, Wild Wille's Jan 31, 2026,  material to present. All on your own dime
 
13).  MTD goals for the next 3 years 
a. NRIC training
b. SAL leadership training modules
c. On line leadership training modules
d. On line SAL basic
 
 
14). Meeting schedules 2nd Monday monthly review schedule. 8:00pm

	For the Good905: Leading Candidate  for National Commander Thom Skelley talked to us, would like to see training of how to do a zoom meeting, etc.
 
MTD zoom meetings are the 1st Monday of evey Month at 8:00 East time
 
Join Zoom Meeting
 
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91247106660?pwd=GKjkTPbKL63yTPQeQ7aU93hBEHWJq6.1
 
Meeting ID: 951 6984 3801
Passcode: 557995
 
888 475 4499 US Toll-free
877 853 5257 US Toll-free

	Motion to Adjourn906: Motion to end reg meeting Shawn Davis Sec Bill Hollis PASS
	End Time907: 6:30
		2025-10-03T23:24:08-0400
	Thomas Marsden


		2025-10-03T23:27:50-0400
	Mike Cotten


	Commission or Committee Name910: Convention and Meetings
	Meeting Date911: 10/04/2025
	Meeting Time912: 8:00
	Meeting Type913: In-Person
	Virtual Meeting Details914: 
	In-Person Meeting Details915: Indianapolis, IN
	Chairman Attendance916: P
	Chairman Name917: Blair Miles
	Vice Chairman Attendance918: P
	Vice Chairman Name919: Timothy Van Patten II
	Member1 Attendance920: P
	Member1 Name921: Clifford Hall
	Member2 Attendance922: E
	Member2 Name923: Allen Watry
	Member3 Attendance924: 
	Member3 Name925: Open
	Member4 Attendance926: 
	Member4 Name927: Open
	Other1 Position928: 
	Other1 Attendance929: 
	Other1 Name930: 
	Other2 Position931: 
	Other2 Attendance932: 
	Other2 Name933: 
	Other3 Position934: 
	Other3 Attendance935: 
	Other3 Name936: 
	Other4 Position937: 
	Other4 Attendance938: 
	Other4 Name939: 
	Other5 Position940: CONA Liaison
	Other5 Attendance941: P
	Other5 Name942: Don Allisot
	Scribe Attendance943: 
	Scribe Name944: Allen Watry
	Consultant1 Attendance945: P
	Consultant1 Name946: Tommy Vasser Jr (LA)
	Consultant2 Attendance947: P
	Consultant2 Name948: Gerard Sambets (FL)
	Consultant3 Attendance949: 
	Consultant3 Name950: Open (KY)
	Consultant4 Attendance951: 
	Consultant4 Name952: Victor Anderson Jr.
	Consultant5 Attendance953: 
	Consultant5 Name954: Walter Natiw 
	Consultant6 Attendance955: 
	Consultant6 Name956: Gary Winters
	Consultant7 Attendance957: P
	Consultant7 Name958: Ray Hartline Jr.
	NEC Liaison1 Attendance959: P
	NEC Liaison1 Name960: Gary Lang
	NEC Liaison2 Attendance961: 
	NEC Liaison2 Name962: Bryan Hine
	NEC Liaison3 Attendance963: 
	NEC Liaison3 Name964: 
	NEC Liaison4 Attendance965: 
	NEC Liaison4 Name966: 
	NEC Liaison5 Attendance967: 
	NEC Liaison5 Name968: 
	Guests969: Natl Adjutant Wright
Samual Johnson
Mark Natale
William Murphy
Mark Chaney
Jean Maxwell
Richard Huntley
Randall Butler
IA Chairman Hill
Bill Kelly
	Reading of the Previous Minutes970: Was previously sent out for review.  Finalized and submitted outside this meeting

	Reports of Members972: Chairman Opening Remarks
- Good morning and Welcome to the meeting
- Thank you for attending
- Looking forward to hearing feedback from the Natl Convention in Tampa, FL
 
Round Table Discussion, held as group discussion
Pros
- Great opening Performance (Pirates)
- Bouncy House at the Convention Center for youth, great to have this for kids, would love to see more items like this
- Great time for all.  Committee Members may have noticed many hiccups, but others were not aware
Cons
- Friday length was too Long.  Adjutant Wright noted noted the length (in minutes) was the same but the start time was later which is why it ended later (per clock).  But did feel long to many people
- Awards could have gone smoother.  Staff did reach out to try to ensure Chairmen where making sure Detachments knew what awards they were receiving.  But not everyone received the message.  Staff will do better in Louisville.
- Location.  Some had issues with the bus situation, also bad weather, combined with the length of walk to the Convention created problems.
- Friday Social.  Issues with the Buses.  Issues with the Food.  But also note it was VERY WELL attended and it was impossible to get a good headcount before hand.  Planned for 300 and had many more than that.
- Green Room - Very congested, at times too noisy.  Chairman need to do a better in rounding up their awards winners as to expedite the awards process
 
Convention/Meetings Committee Guidelines
- The  Committee can now dissect the Document (formerly SOP) and incorporate changes for lessons learned in Tampa
- A lot of feedback has been received, and is always welcomed and encouraged.
 
Louisville
- Kentucky is off and running.  Coins and Pins have been designed.  Going through the approval process with Department and Emblem Sales.  Also created a Convention Mug.
 
Other Items
- IA Chairman Hill has confirmed the new roster for the committee will be communicated by the end of this weekend's NEC Meeting
- Congratulations and Thank You to the Detachment of Florida for a job well done.
	For the Good976: 
	Motion to Adjourn977: 
	End Time978: 08:40
		2025-10-04T13:19:00-0500
	Allen Watry


		2025-10-04T13:19:16-0500
	Blair Miles




