
Programs and General Information
The American Legion College 
The American Legion National College enhances 

knowledge and appreciation of The American 
Legion, and teaches the core values and 
contributions of the organization, its 
Auxiliary, Sons of The American Legion and 
many subordinate programs. The National 
Legion College prepares young Legionnaires 
for leadership positions in posts, districts, 
counties, and departments through education, 
development, and motivation. The curriculum 
challenges student leaders to think critically 
and creatively about issues confronting the 
Legion. 

The curriculum centers on self-taught, small-group 
sessions supervised by graduate facilitators, 
staff members, contracted professional 
speakers and national officers. Students 
review The American Legion’s core values, 
develop new ideas and consider the future. An 
emphasis is placed on programs, management 
techniques and leadership skills necessary 
to increase visibility of programs, growth in 
membership, and public awareness of the 
Legion and its corresponding organizations. 

National leaders launch the week with sessions 
and lectures focusing on mentoring, 
recognizing and building leadership traits, 
and putting good leadership practices to use. 
These skills and techniques are practiced 
and reinforced throughout the week in a 
small-group environment and in student-led 
meetings and presentations. Small-group 
workshops provide students basic leadership 
training in a volunteer environment. Core 
subjects include mentoring, leadership styles 
and opportunities, time management, conflict 
resolution and legal issues. 

Throughout the week, students learn the basics 
of developing communication strategies 
to promote American Legion programs, 
combined with the workshops and hands-on 
exercises. Topics include public outreach, 
media relations, “Reconnect” with today’s 
active-duty and reserve personnel, schools and 
community relations. 

Salesmanship and Marketing Developed skills 
make students more valuable to their posts 
and departments. Students’ employers also 
directly benefit from students’ increased 
effectiveness and productivity. Teachings 
include community networking strategies, 
public-relations techniques, marketing and 
salesmanship programs, and image-building 
techniques. 

For more information, contact David Elmore, 
course developer, The American Legion 
National College, at (317) 630-1376. 

Operation Comfort Warrior 
As the war in Afghanistan winds down, U.S. 

military personnel are coming home where 
they join other recent veterans who served in 
Iraq. Many of these service members have left 
the battlefield only to be faced with a new 
fight: a struggle to overcome the mental and 
physical wounds suffered during deployment. 
Those with traumatic brain injury (TBI) or post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) are returning 
home in unprecedented numbers. In fact, the 
Army has said that up to 20 percent of the men 
and women who served in Afghanistan or Iraq 
have suffered TBI. 

Even as the wars conclude, those in the military 
still face inherent dangers while fighting 
the global war on terrorism, during training 
exercises and while performing other 
dangerous duties. 

While the care at many military hospitals and 
warrior transition units is extraordinary, 
The American Legion’s Operation Comfort 
Warriors (OCW) program was created to 
provide “nonessentials” - items that help 
wounded warriors’ recovery but don’t usually 
show up as a budget line on government 
spreadsheets. 

Homeless Veteran Outreach 
The American Legion supports the efforts of public 

and private sector agencies and organizations 
that aid homeless veterans and their families. 
Additionally, the Legion supports legislative 
proposals to provide medical, rehabilitative 
and employment assistance to homeless 
veterans and their families. 

The Legion recognizes that aiding homeless 
veterans requires a sustained coordinated 
effort, which should provide secure housing 
and nutritious meals; essential physical 
health care, substance abuse aftercare and 
mental-health counseling; as well as personal 
development and empowerment. Homeless 
veterans also need job assessment, training 
and placement assistance. The ultimate goal 
is total self-management for the homeless 
veteran. 

The American Legion has stepped up its support 
for homeless veterans, coordinating a 
Homeless Veterans Task Force among its 
departments to augment homeless service 
providers and fill in the gaps where no 
assistance programs are available. All 
departments have a Homeless Veterans 
Task Force chairperson and an Employment 
chairperson who are capable of providing 
assistance to any homeless or financially 
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Homeless Veteran Outreach  continued

 destitute veteran who contacts them. The two 
chairpersons also can coordinate activities 
with posts in their departments to aid homeless 
veterans and their families and prevent future 
homelessness among veterans. 

The American Legion Amateur Radio Club 
The American Legion has formed a special entity 

to provide a forum for military veterans who 
today are engaged in a hobby that can also 
provide emergency communications “when 
all else fails.” During the May 2011 Spring 
Meetings, the National Executive Committee 
authorized the establishment of The American 
Legion Amateur Radio Club (TALARC). 

There are estimated to be 700,000 federally 
licensed amateur radio operators, or “hams,” 
in the United States. Over the years, countless 
members of the U.S. military were trained as 
technicians or engineers, and later obtained 
amateur-radio licenses to continue to use 
their abilities at home, as both recreation and 
a public-service commitment. 

“The beauty of amateur radio is that it attracts 
folks of all career interests, from doctors, 
Ph.D.s, engineers, rocket scientists to 
mechanics, housewives, construction and 
office workers, students and everything in 
between,” says Robert L. Morrill, chairman 
of the Legion’s Public Relations Commission. 
“Hams provide backup communications 
to emergency-management agency offices 
across the country when ‘all else fails,’ and 
have done so with distinction in virtually 
every major disaster when cell towers and 
commercial communications have been 
knocked out after earthquakes, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, and man-made disasters.” 

The club has established an amateur radio 
station at National Headquarters with the 
call sign K9TAL (K9 The American Legion) 
in order to conduct special-event operations 
on The American Legion Birthday, Veterans 
Day, etc.; operate SKYWARN during local 
severe weather; and provide members an 
opportunity to operate the station during visits 
to National Headquarters. A special QSL card 
is provided to all amateur radio stations that 
work K9TAL on the air. 

In January 2005, the Legion signed an agreement 
with the Department of Homeland Security 
to support emergency disaster preparedness. 
Subsequently, the Disaster Preparedness 
Booklet was made available to posts. 
Amateur-radio support was an integral entity. 

“The potential to serve here is limitless,” Morrill 
says. “Legionnaires who are hams can help 
others get licensed, coordinate with local 
emergency authorities, provide counseling 
and assistance to schools, and a whole array 
of other support. 

“While some people may think that ham radio 
is an old technology, the simple truth is that 
hams were working with digital transmissions 
long before folks had home computers, and 
they provided the impetus to make ‘wireless’ 
happen. They were transmitting emergency 
calls from their cars long before anyone had 
a mobile phone to do the same. Today, hams 
are conducting broad-spectrum experiments 
on ham bands that may eventually become 
routine ways to communicate for all of us.” 

Membership is free to members of The American 
Legion family. 

For information, or to join: k9tal@legion.org 

The American Legion Riders 
American Legion Riders chapters are well known 

for their charitable work, which has raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for local 
children’s hospitals, schools, veteran’s homes, 
severely wounded service members and 
scholarships. Since 2006, Riders nationwide 
have participated in the Legion Legacy Run, 
to annually raise money for the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund, established to provide 
scholarships to children of U.S. military 
personnel killed since Sept. 11, 2001. 

History 

In Garden City, Mich., in 1993, Chuck “Tramp” 
Dare and Bill “Polka” Kaledas, commander 
of American Legion Post 396, shared an idea 
to start a motorcycle enthusiasts association 
within the organization. The two longtime 
riders wanted an environment where Legion 
family members could come together to 
share a common love for motorcycles. 

Dare and Kaledas wrote a letter to Michigan 
Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, sharing 
their idea. Hess replied that he liked the 
concept and wanted to pursue it. Later, 
he gave Kaledas and Dare instructions for 
managing the program at the post level. He 
also explained how they could be approved 
to use the American Legion emblem, and 
how to gain Membership’s support and 
recognition. At a regular meeting, Post 396 
members passed a resolution for a new 
program to be known as the “American 
Legion Riders.” 
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The American Legion Riders 
 Joined by 19 other founding members from 

their post, Dare and Kaledas were flooded 
with requests for information about their 
organization. They agreed to establish a 
central source for the Riders to ensure that 
chapters formed not as motorcycle clubs or 
gangs, but as Legionnaires and Auxiliary and 
SAL members joining to ride as Legion family. 

Legion Riders today: Currently, 106,000 American 
Legion Riders meet in over a thousand 
chapters in every domestic department and in 
at least three foreign countries. Riders in Iowa 
have formed an honor guard called The Five 
Star Freedom Riders, and Riders in Mulvane, 
Kan., founded the Patriot Guard to protect the 
sanctity of military funerals from protesters. 
Riders in all states have escorted military units 
returning home from combat tours overseas, 
conducted massive cross-country fundraising 
events for wounded warriors from all services, 
and have raised millions of dollars for 
countless local, state and national charities. 

True to the Legion’s grassroots tradition, each 
chapter manages its programs at the post 
level, where the best ideas are born. The 
Riders are part of many projects and events, 
including: 

• Rolling Thunder, the annual POW/MIA rally in 
Washington on Memorial Day weekend. 

• Annual regional rides such as Operation 
Wounded Warrior, sponsored by Riders in 
Nevada, Texas, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, 
California and other Western states. 

• Local charity events in support of The American 
Legion and local communities. 

• Raising money for VA hospitals, women and 
children centers, children and youth centers, 
schools and other facilities. 

• Sponsoring or participating in motorcycle runs 
to benefit numerous charities. 

• Local memorial ceremonies and community 
parades. 

• The American Legion Legacy Run, an annual 
cross-country fundraising ride from National 
Headquarters in Indianapolis to the national 
convention city. 

• Riding to honor fallen military men and 
women, and to protect the sanctity of their 
funerals from those who would dishonor their 
memory. 

• Escorting military units to departure airfields 
and airports for combat tours overseas, and 
welcoming them home upon their return. 

“American Legion Riders as a National Program” 
From Resolution 35 As Voted On By The National 

Executive Committee Of The American Legion On 
October 17-18, 2007 And Amended By Resolution 
32 By The National Executive Committee Of The 
American Legion On May 4-5, 2011 

All American Legion Rider groups must be a program 
supported by a Post or Department of The American 
Legion and shall uphold the declared principles of 
The American Legion as well as conform to and abide 
by the regulations and decisions of the Department, 
Post or other duly constituted Department governing 
body. 

The following guidelines are recommended for The ALR 
program of The American Legion: 

1. All members of The American Legion Riders shall be 
current members of The American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion 

2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain 
membership by owning, individually or through 
marriage, a motorcycle licensed and insured as 
required by state law 

3. ALR programs may allow for continued membership 
for those members who have given up motorcycle 
ownership because of age, illness, injury, or other 
reasons outside the member’s control 

4. All ALR members shall strive to maintain the image 
of The American Legion, at all times upholding 
The American Legion name and emblem, which 
symbolizes the integrity and principles of this great 
organization 

5. All The ALR groups shall avoid the perception of being a 
“motorcycle club” or biker club” 

6. The only recognized The American Legion Rider logo 
is that which is copyrighted and sold through The 
American Legion National Emblem sales 

7. All Members will obey the motorcycle laws of their state 
8. No use of rockers with the ALR patch because touching 

the patch violates trademark laws of the ALR patch 
9. Sponsoring organization (Post and Department) 

will review liability insurance coverage to ensure 
that adequate coverage is available to cover the 
organization	to	include	coverage	for	any	specific	
special riding events. 

American Legion Rider groups shall abide by The 
American Legion Constitution and By-laws as well as 
the established Post and Department directives. 

The American Legion National Headquarters and the 
respective Departments shall maintain general 
oversight of ALR Program as regards to proper use 
of the name and emblem of The American Legion, 
ALR and The American Legion Legacy Run, and 
compliance with the National Constitution and By-
Laws of The American Legion. 

Amended by Resolution 32, May 4-5, 2011 
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About the Sons of The American Legion 
Founded in 1932, Sons of The American Legion 

exists to honor the service and sacrifice of 
Legionnaires. 

S.A.L. members include males of all ages whose 
parents or grandparents served in the U.S. 
military and were eligible for American 
Legion membership. Members of The 
American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of The American Legion comprise 
the Legion Family, which has a combined 
membership of nearly 4.2 million. 

Although Sons has its own membership, the 
organization is not a separate entity. Rather, 
S.A.L. is a program of The American Legion. 
Many Legionnaires hold dual membership in 
S.A.L. 

The Sons organization is divided into detachments 
at the state level and squadrons at the 
local level. A squadron pairs with a local 
American Legion post; a squadron’s charter 
is contingent upon its parent post’s charter. 
However, squadrons can determine the extent 
of their services to the community, state 
and nation. They are permitted flexibility in 
planning programs and activities to meet their 
needs, but must remember S.A.L.’s mission: 
to strengthen the four pillars of The American 
Legion. Therefore, squadrons’ campaigns 
place an emphasis on preserving American 
traditions and values, improving the quality 
of life for our nation’s children, caring for 
veterans and their families, and teaching the 
fundamentals of good citizenship. 

Since 1988, S.A.L. has raised more than $5.8 
million for The American Legion Child 
Welfare Foundation. S.A.L. members have 
volunteered over 500,000 hours at veteran’s 
hospitals and raised over $1,000,000 for 
VA hospitals and VA homes. The Sons 
also support the Citizens Flag Alliance, a 
coalition dedicated to protecting the U.S. 
flag from desecration through a constitutional 
amendment. 

About Youth Support 
The American Legion has a proud tradition 

of supporting our nation’s youth. The 
organization was founded on the principle in 
1919, when Children & Youth was declared 
one of the Legion’s four pillars. In the years 
since, a number of youth-oriented programs 
have been developed including Temporary 
Financial Assistance, Family Support Network 
and child safety and wellbeing program. 

The Americanism Commission’s Children & Youth 
Committee is the center of the Legion’s youth-
support efforts. The committee meets annually 

to formulate, recommend and implement 
plans, programs and activities designed to 
accomplish: 

• Assure care and protection for the children of 
veterans. 

• Improve conditions for all children and youth 
with due concern for maintaining the 
integrity of the family home. 

• Prevent social and physical ills of children and 
youth where possible, utilizing services of 
and cooperating with sound organizations 
and agencies for children and youth. 

• Maintain a balanced program that provides for 
their physical, emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual needs. 

The American Legion has been a strong advocate 
for children and youth since its inception. 
This steadfast dedication has never wavered 
and continues to be a driving force on behalf 
of children across the country today. 

How to Participate in Legion Baseball 
With an alumni base that includes more than half 

of current Major League Baseball players, 
American Legion Baseball is one of the most 
prominent and tradition-rich amateur athletic 
leagues in existence. 

The program is always growing, and participation 
is easy. 

About 5,000 teams compete each year, so there’s 
ample opportunity for new players to join, 
and for coaches who want to start a team. 
The league also employs a large number of 
umpires and other volunteers. 

Contact your local Legion post. Look for the 
address and phone number in the local White 
Pages or at www.legion.org/baseball. Click 
on “Find a Post” and fill in your city, state and 
ZIP code. Players can only sign up for the 
post that is the shortest driving distance from 
their residence. 

However, some exceptions exist. A player whose 
parents are living separately can declare 
either parent’s home as his main residence. 
Additionally, a player who is attending a 
private school has the option of enrolling 
with the post closest to his school; in this 
situation, a Team Declaration Form (Form 77) 
must be filled out. 

Players who are cut from a team, or try out but 
don’t make the roster, can play for the post 
that is the next-shortest driving distance from 
their residence. If a player doesn’t make that 
team, he can try out with the next-closest 
post. He can continue until he finds a team 
to join. 
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Coaches who want to start a team should contact 

the department baseball chairman in their 
state. A full listing of chairmen can be found 
here. The department will send a new team 
packet, which includes copies of the state 
and national rules, insurance information 
and registration forms. A coach must first 
fill out a new team registration form. After 
that’s accepted, an American Legion Baseball 
registration form must be sent in for insurance 
purposes. 

Usually, local umpire associations provide 
departments with umpires. Department 
chairmen can nominate umpires to officiate 
the national tournament. Umpires can also 
nominate each other. 

To volunteer: Legion Baseball can always use 
your help. Volunteers can serve in a variety 
of ways, ranging from statisticians to serving 
Gatorade during games. 

For more information, contact your local post. 

Boys Nation 
Two representatives from each of the 49 Boys 

States represent their state at Boys Nation in 
Washington where the young leaders receive 
an education on the structure and function of 
federal government. 

The first Boys Nation – then called Boys Forum 
of National Government – convened at the 
American University, in Washington, August 
1946. The 1946 American Legion National 
Convention adopted the event as an official 
youth activity. Three years later, it became 
American Legion Boys Nation. At the event, 
each delegate acts as a senator from his Boys 
State. The young law-makers held caucus at 
the beginning of the session, then organize 
into committees and conduct hearings on bills 
submitted by program delegates. 

Senators learn the proper method of handling 
bills, according to U.S. Senate rules. 
Participation in the political process is 
emphasized throughout the week, including 
organization of party conventions and 
nominating and electing a president and vice 
president. 

The week of government training also includes 
lectures, forums and visits to federal agencies, 
national shrines, institutions, memorials and 
historical sites. On Capitol Hill, Boys Nation 
Senators meet with elected officials from their 
home states. 

Since Boys Nation began in 1946, a number of its 
graduates have been elected to public office, 
including presidents, congressmen, state 
governors and state legislators. Many others 
have been inspired to work for the campaigns 

of individuals seeking public office. 

For more information: 

The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 boysstate-nation@
legion.org 

Boys State 
American Legion Boys State is among the most 

respected and selective educational programs 
of government instruction for U.S. high 
school students. A participatory program in 
which students become part of the operation 
of local, county and state government, Boys 
State was founded in 1935 to counter the 
socialism-inspired Young Pioneer Camps. 
The program was the idea of two Illinois 
Legionnaires, Hayes Kennedy and Harold 
Card, who organized the first Boys State at 
the Illinois State Fairgrounds in Springfield. 

American Legion Auxiliary sponsors a separate 
but similar program for young women called 
Girls State. 

At Boys State, participants learn the rights, 
privileges and responsibilities of franchised 
citizens. The training is objective and 
centers on the structure of city, county and 
state governments. Operated by students 
elected to various offices, Boys State 
activities include legislative sessions, court 
proceedings, law-enforcement presentations, 
assemblies, bands, choruses and recreational 
programs. 

Legion posts select high school juniors to attend 
the program. In most cases, individual 
expenses are paid by a sponsoring post, a 
local business or another community-based 
organization. 

Boys State programs currently exist in all Legion 
departments, except Hawaii, as separate 
corporations. Boys State programs vary in 
content and method of procedure, but each 
adheres to the same basic concept: teaching 
government from the township to the state 
level.

he American Legion has certain qualifications for 
prospective Boys State citizens. Following are 
the recommended guidelines employed by 
most Boys State programs: 

Only males who have successfully completed 
their junior year of high school and who have 
at least one more semester remaining are 
considered. Previous participants of a Boys 
State competition are not allowed to attend 
a second session. Only those who illustrate 
leadership, character, scholarship, loyalty 
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and service in their schools and community 
should be considered. Merit and ability are 
the basis for evaluation during the actual 
citizens selection process. 

Boys State competitions are in compliance with 
federal handicap laws. Most programs require 
a medical/parental consent certificate signed 
by a parent and registered doctor. 

The selection process often differs in Legion 
departments. 

The ideal method is for schools to recommend 
lists of eligible candidates to local Legion 
posts. The post would then conduct 
interviews and select their representative(s) 
for the program. 

For more information: 

The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

boysstate-nation@legion.org 

Junior Shooting Sports Program 
The American Legion Junior Shooting Sports 

Program is a gun safety education and 
marksmanship program that encompasses 
the basic elements of safety, education, 
enjoyment and competition. Shooters use the 
.177 caliber air rifle. Both males and females 
can participate, through Legion sponsorship; 
disabled youth are encouraged to join, as 
competitive shooting is a sport that creates 
an equal playing field for all competitors. 
Contact your local Legion post, Sons of The 
American Legion squadron or Auxiliary unit 
for information about affiliating as a club or 
individual. 

Junior Shooting Sports is a three-part program 
that combines the Basic Marksmanship 
Course, Qualification Awards and Air Rifle 
Competition into a well-rounded activity. 

Basic Marksmanship Course: The Basic 
Marksmanship Course, given to Shooting 
Sports participants, offers comprehensive 
instruction for beginning shooters with little 
or no marksmanship experience. Designed 
for an instructor’s easy use, the course teaches 
gun safety and marksmanship fundamentals, 
using short lectures or discussions, followed 
by hands-on activities. The package includes: 

Instructor’s guide 
Student handbook 
Learning tools 
Six quizzes and a final exam. 
Qualification Awards 

Graduates who want to keep improving their 
skills can enroll in air-rifle qualification 
courses provided by the National Rifle 
Association and the Civilian Marksmanship 
Programs. These courses offer personal skill-
development ladders for shooters to achieve 
established performance standards. 

Air Rifle Competition: The annual 3-Position 
Junior Air Rifle National Championship 
is a tournament that begins with postal 
matches. State and/or regional champions are 
determined and advance to a qualification 
round (also a postal match) to determine the 
athletes who will earn expense-paid trips 
to compete in the national championship. 
The national championship is a shoulder-
to-shoulder match held eac August at the 
USA Shooting range facilities at the Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs. 

For more information: juniorshooting@legion.org 

Boys Scouts 
The American Legion’s support for Boy Scouts of 

America began at the Legion’s first national 
convention in 1919. 

Today, Legion posts sponsor more than 
2,500Scouting units across the country. This 
is natural for Legionnaires, who bring their 
service-learned skills and experiences as 
veterans to help build character and positive 
traits in our country’s youth. Few other post 
activities generate more goodwill from the 
community. 

The Legion annually honors the Eagle Scout 
of the Year at the national convention. The 
winner of the competition receives a $10,000 
scholarship, and the three runners-up are 
each awarded $2,500 scholarships. 

Eagle Scout of the Year 
The American Legion honors the Eagle Scout 

of the Year at the national convention with 
a $10,000 scholarship. The three runners-
up get $2,500. Further information is 
available from department adjutants or the 
Americanism Division. 

Child Welfare Foundatin (CWF) 
The American Legion Child Wefare Foundation 

deadline for receiving donations is before the 
close of business the last day of May each 
year. All checks should be made Payable to 
Child Welfare Foundation. Donations may be 
mailed to:

 American Legion Child Welfare Foundation
 PO Box 1055
 Indianapolis, IN  46206
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How To Start A POLICE Cadet Program 
How To Start A Program: Interested Legionnaires 

are asked to work with their department 
to select persons who will initiate such 
a program. Contact your State Police or 
Highway Patrol about the feasibility of 
starting such a program in your state. Once 
an agreement has been obtained, develop 
your curriculum, application process and 
dates of your first program. Other How 
To  departments who can be contacted for 
information concerning their current program 
are: Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Vermont, and Virginia. 

Curriculum and Duration: Program content may 
vary from state to state. Most programs will 
include physical fitness training coupled with 
classroom instruction and hands-on training. 
Topics of instruction may include criminal 
law, constitutional law, patrol procedures, 
criminal investigation procedures, traffic crash 
investigation, evidence gathering techniques, 
arrest techniques, taking fingerprints, testifying 
in court, public speaking, leadership skills, 
vehicle operating procedures, report writing, 
interviewing techniques, crisis intervention, 
use of control and firearms training. Most 
programs currently being operated are 
conducted in the summer months and are 
about a week in duration. 

Application Process: Departments and/or posts 
should develop applications and a process 
to select, approve and place students into 
this program. State Police or Highway Patrol 
agencies should be contacted to assist in 
or develop the course curriculum. Physical 
fitness certifications from a physician may 
be required of applicants. Release of liability 
forms may also be required. 

National High School Oratorical Contest 
The American Legion Oratorical Contest exists to 

develop deeper knowledge and appreciation 
for the U.S. Constitution among high school 
students. Since 1938, the program has 
presented participants with an academic 
speaking challenge that teaches important 
leadership qualities, the history of our 
nation’s laws, the ability to think and speak 
clearly, and an understanding of the duties, 
responsibilities, rights and privileges of 
American citizenship. 

Young orators earn some of the most generous 
college scholarships available to high school 
students. Over $138,000 in scholarships can 
be awarded each year. The overall national 
contest winner gets an 

$18,000 scholarship. Second place takes home 
$16,000, and third gets $14,000. Each 
department (state) winner who is certified 
into and participates in the national contest’s 
first round receives a $1,500 scholarship. 
Those who advance past the first round 
receive an additional $1,500 scholarship. The 
American Legion’s National Organization 
awards the scholarships, which can be used 
at any college or university in the United 
States. 

Eligible participants must be citizens of or lawful 
permanent residents of the United States 

High school students from the grades 9th to 12th 
grade under age 20 are eligible. Competition 
begins at the post level and advances to 
a state competition. Legion department 
representatives certify one winner per state 
to the national contest, where department 
winners compete against each other in two 
speaking rounds. The contest caps off with 
a final round that decides the three top 
finishers. 

Contestants must either be legally domiciled 
within or attend an educational institution 
within the department that they enter 
competition. Contestants can enter 
competition through only one department. 
High school students that graduate early 
during the school year are eligible to 
compete if they are not enrolled in a college, 
university, trade school or other institution of 
higher learning at the time of the department 
finals contest. 

Speaking subjects must be on some aspect of 
the U.S. Constitution, with some emphasis 
on the duties and obligations of citizens to 
our government. Speeches are eight to 10 
minutes long; three- to five-minute speeches 
on an assigned topic also are part of the 
contest. 

The three finalists of the national contest are 
ineligible for further participation at any 
level. 

What to wear: Uniforms are not permitted. 
Appropriate business attire is required 
for all contestants. Contestants may not 
wear awards and medals from previous 
competitions. 
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National High School Oratorical Contest 
 continued

The American Legion pays travel and lodging 
expenses for department winners and their 
chaperones. A chaperone over 21 years of 
age must accompany each contestant. 

The American Legion does not assume liability 
for personal injury, property damage or loss 
sustained by any contestant or chaperone en 
route to or from the contest; however, The 
American Legion does carry a nominal group 
accident insurance policy on contestants 
accepted into the national competition. The 
American Legion selects an air carrier for  

Judges are an important part of the oratorical 
contest. Their qualifications are carefully 
considered, as their decisions are final and 
must be reached without bias. Impartial 
judging is the key to fairness and success 
of the program, which selects a national 
champion. 

All department finals and the national contest 
have five judges, who are not allowed to 
receive any publicity before the event. During 
the contest, judges sit in different locations, 
and each renders his or her final decision 
without any sort of consultation. 

Judges are advised to downgrade contestants who 
fail to emphasize the prepared oration and 
the assigned topic discourse on a citizen’s 
duties and obligations to our government. 
Judges can downgrade a contestant up to 
10 points for failure to speak about the 
Constitution. The contest chairman will 
announce any time violations for contestants. 
A penalty of one point for each minute, or 
fraction thereof, shall be assessed toward the 
contestant’s total score. 

Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted 
in all contests, as well as filming, taping 
or other types of media for later showing, 
provided: 

1. Lighting and other site conditions are the same 
for all contestants. 

2. Filming or broadcasts in no way distract 
the contestants or interfere with the pre-
announced scheduled time of the contest. 

3. The normal speaking voice of the contestant 
is not interfered with or amplified within the 
auditorium. 

4. The American Legion is in no way financially 
obligated without prior approval. 

National Finals: All contestants and chaperones 
will arrive the Friday of the contest weekend. 
All contestants and chaperones will stay at 
the official contest hotel. 

A mandatory pre-contest orientation session 
for all contestants will take place the 
Friday evening of the contest weekend. A 
banquet honoring all contestants will be 
Sunday afternoon, following the national 
championship contest. All contestants and 
chaperones will depart for home later that 
afternoon. 

Scholarships are awarded to the three finalists. 
First place receives $18,000, second gets 
$16,000 and third takes $14,000. 

Each individual state winner certified into and 
participating in the first round of the national 
contest receives a $1,500 scholarship. 

Each first-round winner who advances but 
does not qualify for the finals receives an 
additional $1,500 scholarship. 

Scholarships may be used to attend any college or 
university in the United States. 

In addition to the national organization’s 
scholarships, hundreds of scholarships are 
awarded to participants by posts, districts, 
counties and departments during earlier 
levels of competition. 

For more information: oratorical@legion.org 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Founded in 1919, The American Legion Auxiliary 

has nearly 1 million members from all walks 
of life. The Auxiliary administers hundreds of 
volunteer programs, gives tens of thousands 
of hours to its communities and to veterans, 
and raises millions of dollars to support its 
own programs, as well as other worthwhile 
charities familiar to Americans. It is all 
accomplished with volunteers. 

While originally organized to assist The American 
Legion, the Auxiliary has achieved its own 
unique identity while working side-by-
side with the veterans who belong to The 
American Legion. Like the Legion, the 
Auxiliary’s interests have broadened to 
encompass the entire community. 

The American Legion Auxiliary is the 
world’s largest women’s patriotic service 
organization. Through its nearly 10,500 
units located in every state and some foreign 
countries, the Auxiliary embodies the spirit of 
America that has prevailed through war and 
peace. Along with The American Legion, it 
solidly stands behind America and her ideals. 
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To alleviate the packing of materials and shipping them home from Convention, additional books for your 
Detachment Members and Officers will be sent via United States Postal Service in Flat Rat Priority Mail in 
Medium boxes to the address you indicate below.

The Detachment Adjutant is the Official Administrator for your Detachment and should be the person 
placing the order and all re-orders. All orders are verified using the information below, including sending 
tracking information. Confirmation of shipment will usually precede delivery and will include tracking 
information.

The Detachment Adjutant is the official “Secretary” of your Detachment and should use his mailing address 
or one that is able to accept Post Office delivery during the daytime.

Usually your Department Headquarters is able to fill this function.  An initial set of books will be sent to the address shown 
below. Re-orders for additional books (as available) will use the same address unless indicated otherwise.

Please type all information and e-mail completed form to the address below the SAL emblem. [PlanBook2017@Yahoo.com]

Reorder forms will arrive with your books. Orders are fulfilled until inventory is depleted. You may use this fillable PDF 
form to submit additional shipment requests.

Please remember to indicate the total number of Squadrons and Counties/Districts your Detachment currently has active.

Plan 
Book2017@
yahoo.com

Homecoming for Commander Jeff Frain
February 3, 4 & 5, 2017

Warm winter days playing in the sun.
For information about attending the homecoming, 
please contact: FrainHomecoming2017@Yahoo.com

1 Register to attend the Homecoming Weekend.
2 Receive Information Packette, delivered by e-mail.
3 Make Hotel Reservations.
4 Make Travel Arrangements.
5 Enjoy the Arizona Sun in the dead of winter. Have fun.

More books please...e-mail a request for the fillable PDF form below to be sent to your e-mail address

Homecoming Information please...e-mail a request for the fillable PDF form to be sent to your e-mail address. 1
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